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Blairites 
in panic 
over left 


SeumasMHne 
and Ewen MacAskHI 


A fresh round of 
Labour factional 
fighting broke 
out last night 
after, it emerged 
that a private 
marketing firm was being 
paid to canvass support for 
the Blairite slate in the par- 
ty's national executive elec- 
tions at the rate of £1 a tele 
phone calL 

The canvassing drive is 
being carried out by a Brigh- 
ton-based firm. Personal 
Telephone Fundr aising , run 
by a friend of Lord Bassam, 
who is or ganising the cam- 
paign for the Members First 
candidates standing In the 
NEC ballot. 

The Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union 
Is picking up the bill. 

The move follows specula- 
tion by Labour Party sources 
last week that Members First, 
the pro-leadership candi- 
dates, were trailing in early 
returns, with the left-leaning 
Grassroots Alliance slate 
likely to pick up tour of the 
six places elected by ordinaiy 
Labour members. Voting is 
still continuing. 

. The NEC has lost much of 
Its power in recent party reor- 
ganisation, but the elections 
are an important test erf grass- 
roots opinion. The party lead- 
ership fears a rebuff by mem- 
bers in the form of a vote for 
leftwing candidates. 

Labour and union sources 
claimed last night panic was 
creeping into party headquar- 
ters at Millhank, with offi- 
cials blaming one another for 
the threatened rout. 

A spokesman for the AEEU, 
which is regarded as being an 
the right of the trade union 
movement, said the cost of the 
canvassing would be at least 
£154)00, adding: “We’ve made 
dear if Members First need ex- 
ternal h elp, w e will fund ft.” 

The AEEU has also paid tor 
national newspaper adver- 
tisements — said by the union 
to have cost another £154)00 
— as well as leaflets, postage 
and organisational back up. 

A senior official said yester- 
day: "We are backing Mem- 
bers First because its candi- 
dates are moderate and 
supportive of the Govern- 
ment, but not uncritlcaL” 

He made one of the most 
personal attacks yet on the 
Grassroots Alliance: “We 
don't want Liz Davies or 


Jonathan Aitken outside court y esterday with daughter Alexandra, who watched the hearing; from the public gallery photograph-, martin argles 

Aitken in dock over libel case 


Disgraced ex-minister bailed on 
perjury and conspiracy charges 
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Rory Carroll 


J ONATHAN Aitken. 
the disgraced former 
Conservative cabinet 
minister, appeared in 
court yesterday for the first 
time since being charged with 
conspiracy, perjury and per- 
verting the course of Justice. 

Aitken arrived at Bow 
Street magistrates’ court in 
central London with bis 
daughter Alexandra, aged 18. 
The former MP*s wife Lollcia 
was named tor the first time 
as a coconspirator in charges 
relating to the collapse in 
June last year of Aitken ’s 
libel action against the 
Guardian and Granada Tele- 
vision’s World In Action 

programme. 

She left him just before the 
action collapsed over allega- 
tions that he allowed an Arab 
friend to pay his £1,000 hotel 
bill at the Paris Rite in 1993, 
while he was defence procure- 
ment minister. Although 


i 





nampri qq, the indictment, 
Mrs Aitken has not bean 
charged and is believed to be 
living in Belgrade. 

Aitken, aged 56, sat beside 
Said Mohammed Ayas, his 
former business partner, who 
was 1 charged wUh him last 
May. Both wore navy suits 
and spoke only to confirm 
their names. They stood to 
hear the charges but were not 
required to enter a plea. 

The maximum sentence for 
p ar v et tin g the course of jus- 
tice is life imprisonment, 
while perjury carries a seven- 
year jail term. 

Alexandra Aitken watched 
from the public gallery. Her 
twin sister Victoria was inter- 
viewed by police during the 
investigation but no charges 
were brought against her. 

A throng of photographers 
and cameramen surrounded 
tham when they arrived at 
the court in central London in 
a Jeep. The pair smiled but 
said nothing while posing 
amid wolf whistles, jeers and 



Lohcia Aitken: named for 
first time as co-conspirator 

cheers. They ignored a scuffle 
between a radio reporter 'and 
photographers. 

Aitken, who was Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury in 1994- 
95, lost his Thanet South par- 
liamentary seat at last year’s 
election. He did not acknowl- 
edge the two dozen reporters 
seated feet away In the public 
gallery. 

Aitken and Ayas, a former 


aide to the Saudi Arabian 
royal family, faced one joint 
charge, that they conspired to 
pervert the course of justice, 
with Lolicia, between April 9, 
1996, and June 21, 1997. 

The charge alleged that 
they signed witness state- 
ments on March 10, February 

20, and January 7, 1997, and 
allowed them to he submitted 
in the High Court action 
against the Guardian and 
Granada, knowing that they | 
Were false. 

Aitken maintained Lollcia 
and Victoria were in Paris be- 
fore travelling to Geneva on 
September 17, 1993, and while 
in Paris had stayed at Ayas’s 
daughter's fiat. He also falsely 
claimed that on September 19 
bis wife Lollcia partly settled 
his Ritz hotel bill with 4,257 
French Francs in cash. It was 
alleged. 

Ayas, aged 56, was solely- 
charged with trying to per- 
vert the course of justice be- 
tween April 9, 1995, and June 
21, 1997, by signing a false wit- 
ness statement claimin g Loll- 
cia and Victoria stayed at his 
daughter's fiat and that be 
saw Lolicia in the Ritz. 

In addition, Aitken faced 


three cha rges, including one 
of perjury, over his sworn 
High Court testimony that his 
wife paid the bill. 

The other two charges were 
of perverting the course of 
justice. One related to his 
drafting of a witness state- 
ment, in the name of Victoria, 
claiming falsely that she and 
her mother travelled by ferry 
and train to Paris and stayed 
in Ayas’s daughter’s flat, and 
that on September 19 Victoria 
spoke by telephone with her 
grandmother. The other 
charge related to his own wit- 
ness statement about those 
events. 

Aitken originally sued the 
Guardian and World In 
Action over revelations that 
he provided prostitutes for 
Arabs, was financially depen- 
dent upon them, and was in- 
volved In secret arms deals. 

Yesterday's 46-minute hear- 
ing was due to have started 
committal proceedings, but 
Fuat Amin, prosecuting, said 
there had been delays gather- 
ing evidence. Stipendiary 
mag istraip Graham Parkinson 
adjourned the case until Octo- 
ber 19 and granted Aitken and 
Ayas conditional bail 


Labour 

calling 


Personal Telephone Fund- 
raising Company: Hello, I 
am phoning on behalf of 
Members First. 

Labour Party member: Yes? 
PTFC: Have you received 
your ballot paper for the 
NEC election? 

Member: Yes. 

PTFC: I am phoning on be- 
half of a group of activists 
who want to see a partner- 
ship between Parliament 
and ordinary members 
rather than a return to the 
old days of splits and con- 
flict. The party wants you to 
vote for six candidates 
[names of Members First 
slate read out]. 

Member: Are you one of the 
candidates? 

PTFC: No. 

Member: What do you mean 
bv party? 

PTFC: I don’t mean the 
Labour Party itself. What I 
should have said was the 
Members First Committee. 
Based on an actual conversa- 
tion as recollected by party 
member Jacqui Brown 


Peter WiHsman or Mark Serf- 
dom on the NEC because they 
represent trouble for the 
labour Party and everything 
that went wrong in the 1980s.” 

Mr Seddon, one of the 
Grassroots Alliance’s candi- 
dates and editor of the weekly 
Tribune magazine, said the 
party needed “proper rules 
and a level playing-field" for 
Its elections, with restrictions 
on spending In line with the 
expected recommendations of 
the Neill committee on party' 
binding. He added: “We don't 


want to go down the Ameri- 
can road, where money buys 
votes." 

Jacqui Brown, one of the 
Labour members phoned at 
home in London by the can- 
vassing company, said last 
night: “1 am concerned about 
where they got my number. I 
find the whole thing exceed- 
ingly shady." 

A Labour spokesman, in- 
sisting Millbank was neutral, 
played down the significance 
of phone canvassing and said 
that such tactics were part of 
electioneering. 

Millbank would not provide 
membership lists to any of 
the camps but they would not 
he difficult to obtain as they 
were distributed among party 
officials and unions, he said. 
"They could hand them on to 
third parties and there is no 
way we could control it.” 

The operations manager of 
Personal Telephone Fundrais*' 
ing. Vicky Rawlinson, refused 
to answer questions about the 
company yesterday. 

“We are too busy to speak 
to newspapers about it," she 
said. 

A spokesman for Members 
First, whose candidates in- 
clude gay rights campaigner 
Michael Cashman and trade 
unionist Diana Jeuda, admit- 
ted there had been canvassing 
but Insisted It bad not been 
extensive and had been done 
by Lord Bassam' s friends to 
test the effectiveness of such 
campaigning. It bad been de- 
cided not to continue because 
such canvassing annoyed 
people and because they 
found most people had voted 
already. 

Hie Grassroots Alliance said 
it had been given an undertak- 
ing by the GMB general secre- 
tary, John Edmonds, not to in- 
terfere in the election. 


You’re paying 
too much for 
your life cover. 


England expects , . . every man to do 


(What? no one’s 

a length of the pool ^ r ou?) 
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I T HAS been the envy of the 
world and the pride of the 
country, tackling enemies 
anrf hazardous seas for the 
past 400 years. But now the 
Royal Navy has sent an SOS 
to the Government to help It 
overcome a problem a bit 
closer to home — sailors Who 
cannot swim. 

Naval officials have com- 
plained after figures showed 
that 20 per cent of recruits are 
foiling its swimming test In 
some cases, says file navy, 
reo-uits are petrified of water 
and cannot even find the 
courage to jump Into a' swim- 
ming pooL 


The navy believes the prob- 
lem stems from young people 

not being taught to swim 

from an early age, while 
schools place more emphasis 
on academic subjects at the 
expense of swimming and 
other sports. 

Captain Chris Tuffley, di- 
rector of Naval Physical 
Training and Sport, said: 
“We are getting young people 
who are very bad swimmers 
or in some cases can’t swim at 
alL Some are literally scared 
of the water and have never 
even been in a swimming 
pool We then have to teach 

thorn and this Is costing ire 
time and money." 

Recruits have to undertake 
a 16-week training course 'and 


afl have to pass the navy’s 

swimming test if they wish to- 

be signed up as full-time sail- 

ore. The test involves swim- 
ming tho iong th of a swim- 
ming pool In overalls and 
tre a di n g water tor three min- , 
utes. Recruits are inter- 
viewed before being admitted 
to the training course but Mr 
Tuffley $ays some overesti- 
mate their swimming skills 
while others simply lie. 

He added: “If they told us 
during the interviews that 
they cannot swim at all or are 
afraid of the water then obvi- 
.ously we would not take them 
or would have to consider 
their application very seri- 
ously. It’s a bit strange that 
anyone who cannot swim or 


la scared of the water would 
want to join the navy. 

“Once they are on the train- 
ing course we have to do our 
best to ensure, they pass. But 
we want the Government to 
step in to ensure all young 
people are taught to swim 
while at school and are fit so 
that they can come prepared 
to the armed forces.” 

The navy’s case has been 
taken up by John SpelLar. 
Parliamentary Under-Secre- 
tary of State tor Defence, and 
the Central Council of Physi- 
cal Recreation (CCPR), which 
represents 280 sports bodies 
arid has undertaken research 
on swimming and fitness 
levels among young people. 

A spokesman for the De- 


partment of Education said: 
"We acknowledge that these 
are important areas. It’s vital 

for children to receive a 
broad and balanced curricu- 
lum and that Includes PE and 
swimming. Swimming is 
essential ... for all children. 
Our guidelines clearly state 
that all rbflrippn chnnld bfi 
able to swim 25 metres by the 
age of 11." 

Nigel Hook, of the CCPR, 
said: “Sailors being scared of 
the water may sound funny 
but behind it la a more seri- 
ous issue. Many pools are 
being closed and schools are 
ignoring sport tor academic 
subjects. Not only are our 
c hi ldren paying a heavy price 
but so are the armed forces.” 
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Michael White 
and David Gow 


T HE governor of the 
Bank of England, 
Eddie George, yes- 
terday told the TUC 
that there would be 
no immediate cuts In interest 
rates. But be soothed their de- 
mands for urgent action to 
save 250,000 manufacturing 
Jobs by hinting that rates 
have peaked at their current 
level of T.5 per cent 
In an historic first speech 
by a governor of the Bank to 
the City’s traditional enemies 
— he called It a visit to the 
lion's den — Mr George stuck 
to the anti-inflationary poli- 
cies that have angered dele- 
gates at the 130th annual 
TUC. 

Minutes before be spoke, 
the Engineers' leader, Ken 
Jackson, had made a passion- 
ate plea for a rate cut to save 
jobs. So did textile workers. 
But the TUC’s general secre- 
tary, John Monks, took a 
more cautious line when he 
said the unions wanted the 
pound to fall from 2. 85 Ger- 
man marks to around &50. 
"Too precipitate a fell could 
certainly endanger inflation.'' 
he conceded. 

Mr George also adopted a 
conciliatory tone. Faced with 
union demands that he 
broaden the membership of 
the Bank's monetary policy 
committee, which now sets 
interest rates, he reassured 
some delegates that the com- 
mittee is as concerned about 
jobs as they are. - 
Its members were not what 
they were painted, not “a 
crowd of pointy beads, infla- 
tion nutters or even manufac- 
turing hooligans", Mr George 
told them. 

The conference listened in 
polite silence to what some 
delegates later called “an in- 
teresting economic lecture". 
But there was no heckling, oc- 
casional laughter and even 
applause for what was clearly 
a heavyweight appeal for 
their understanding. 

Tony Blair later took up the 
governor’s theme at a private 
dinner with the TUC general 
council in Blackpool. Holding 
down inflation is vital to long 
term growth and jobs, and 
there is no trade-off between 
the two, both men Insisted. 
Mr Blair also echoed John 
Prescott's warning to the TUC 
this week. "Let's confront 
these problems, not exagger- 
ate them.” be told the TUC 
dinner. 

Mr George, who listened to 
his critics speaking from the 
rostrum before speaking him- 
self, promised delegates that 
the Bank would be just as rig- 
orous In cutting interest rates' 
if there was any danger of 
under-shooting the Govern- 
ment's 2 J> per cent inflation 
target, instead of over-shoot- 
ing it. 

Despite the problems In the 
international economy and 


slackening growth and de- 
mand at home "this is still 

not the most likely outcome 
in the eyes of most of us." he 
said. But he concluded with 
cautious optimism. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that recent interna- 
tional developments have at 
least reduced the likelihood 
that we will need to tighten 
policy further,” Mr George 
said, in what was a nod at the 
deflationary impact of the 
Asian crisis. 

The Bank was well aware 
that manufacturing had suf- 
fered because of the six Inter- 
est rate rises since the elec- 
tion, but his job was to look at 
the economy as a whole. If in- 
flation took hold again, manu- 
facturing would have suffered 
anyway. 

“The stark choice confront- 
ing us was either to tighten 
policy, knowing that that 
would inevitably increase the 
P«tw which the internation- 
ally exposed sectors were al- 
ready suffering, or to disre- 
gard the developing excess 
overall demand In order to 
protect the internationally ex- 
posed sectors from further 
damage," he said. 

The City expects rates to 
start falling only later 
year or early in 1999. Mr 
George implicitly encouraged 
that view. But he was stem 
about past efforts in the six- 
ties and seventies to “buy 
fester growth and higher em- 
ployment even at the expense 
of a bit more inflation. In ef- 
fect we were trying to squeeze 
a quart out of a pint pot” 

Mr Blair later flew to Black- 
pool for private talks with 
union leaders and dinner be- 
fore baarfing to jus Sedgefield 
constituency for today's visit 
to local factories hit by what 
ministers insist are global 
problems, not caused by high 
British interest rates and 
sterling. 

The Prime Minister told 
reporters in Blackpool: “What 
Is Important is that interest 
rate decisions are made in the 
long term interest of the econ- 
omy. People should never for- 
get that If we manage to get ; 
past the interest rate peak 
with interest rates peaking at 
7.5 per cent, compare that 
with the early 1990s when in - 1 
terest rates were 15 per cent 
and manufacturing output 
fell 7 per cent" 

Union leaders' reaction to 
the George speech was mixed. 
Roger Lyons, bead of the 
white collar MSF union, said 
the governor had failed to 
address the problem of a 
"twin track economy’.' over- 
heating in the service sector 
while manufacturing floun- 
dered. 

“He wants to hold on to 
high interest rates for a few 
months. 1 wish it were for just 
a few more weeks,” said Mr 
Lyons. 
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‘The stark 
choice was to 
tighten policy, 
knowing that 
would 
inevitably 
increase the 
pain which 
internationally 
exposed 
sectors were 
suffering, or 
disregard the 
developing 
excess overall 
demand in 
order to 
protect the 
internationally 
exposed 
sectors from 
further 
damage’ 


Eddie George 




Eddie George, governor of the Bank ofRngianti. left, with the TUC general secretary, John Monks, In Blackpool yesterday ' photograph don mophse 


Capitalism felling apart, says Soros 


AfexBnimmar 
Financial Editor 


T HE finan cier George 
Soros warned last 
night that the global 
capitalist system is in 
danger of Imploding following 
the panic flight of capital 
from the emerging markets of 
Latin America, in the wake of 
the Russian crisis. 

In testimony to the US Con- 
gress, Mr Soros said; “The 
global capitalist system that 
has been responsible for our 
remarkable prosperity is 
coming apart at the seams.” 

He said there was “general 
panic” in Latin American 


Peter RoUnson, page 8; , 
Inflation on target at last, 
City Notebook, page 1 1 


markets and that a financial 
collapse in Brazil could spread 
to Argentina. IBs remarks 
came amid reports that the 
Latin American countries are 
negotiating with international 
lenders to put together a 1100 
billion emergency loan fund 
for the region. 

The latest Soros interven- 1 
tion, coming in the aftermath : 
I of this week’s efforts by Presi- 
I dent Clinton and the Group of 
Seven industrial countries to 
restore confidence in the 
global economic system, ap- 
pears certain to shake finan- 
cial markets. 

When Mr Soros called for a 
rouble devaluation in August 
he sparked a financial and po- 


litical crisis in Russia which 
resulted in a collapse In the 
rouhle, costing Mr Soros's in- 
vestment funds an estimated 
$2 billion. 

In his testimony, Mr Soros 
lends his weight to the Clin- 
ton adminstration's demand 
that Congress immediately 
authorise its $18 billion con- 
tribution to a capital increase 
tor the International Mone- 
tary Fund, which is rapidly 
r unnin g out of cash. He also 
revises his own idea of an in- 
ternational insurance ftind to 
protect countries against 
speculators such as himself 

Mr Soros, the chairman of 
Soros Fund Management 
which invests on behalf of 


rich savers, said the default of 
Russian banks an their obli- 
gations and the subsequent 
shutdown cf Malaysia’s finan- 
cial markets to foreigners has 
led to a "global credit crunch 
in the making”. 

“The flight of capital has 
how spread to Brazil and put 
the rest of Latin America at 
risk," he argued. - 

- His comments follaw the de- 
cision of the Brazilian au- 
thorities to raise interest 
rates as high as 50 per cent to 
protect the country's cur- 
rency — the reaL similar 
moves were attempted in 
Moscow before it succumbed 
to pressure to devalue with.' 
disastrous consequences. 


Mr Soros cautioned US 
policymakers against compla- 
cency just because most of the 
trouble is occurring outside 
the US. He said the global cap- 
italist system Involved not 
only free trade but even more 
importantly, the free move- 
ment of capital in a “gigantic 
circulatory system" in which 
capital was sucked up by fi- 
nancial markets and institu- 
tions at the centre and 
pumped out to the periphery. 

The Asian crisJd reversed 
the direction of that flow, Mr 
Soros said. Capital began to 
flee the periphery, at first to 
the benefit of the financial 
markets at the centre. 

The US economy then en- 


joyed the best of all possible 
worlds as cheap imports 
helped to keep inflation in 
check and stock prices moved 
to new highs. 

But Soros said the crisis 
had reached the point where 
distress at the periphery was 
not good for the centre. 

“The pain at toe periphery 
has become so intense that in- 
dividual countries have 
begun to opt out of toe capital- 
ist system, or simply fell by 
toe wayside,” he said. 

He said toe programmes cf 
the international monetary 
authorities had not worked 
and those authorities had 
been unable to reassure toe 
financial markets. 


Boy, 16, Jailed over ‘fare dodge’ I All wound up and broken down 


Prison reform group condemns 
remand to crowded adult prison 


Geoffrey Gibb* 


A 16- YEAR-OLD homeless 
boy has been sent to an 
adult prison after being 
charged with failing to pay 
his rail fere, prompting con- 
demnation by prison 
reformers. 

The youth, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, was 
remanded to Exeter prison, 
one of the most overcrowded 
jails in the country, when his 
case was adjourned for 11 
days by magistrates in New- 
ton Abbot, Devon. He is due to 
appear before magistrates 
again on Friday. 

The boy is understood to 
have been in foster care in 
Devon when he decided to 


visit his natural mother in 
Manchester. He had hoped 
she would pay his return fere, 
but she did not do so. 

The teenager’s solicitor told 
magistrates the boy surren- 
dered to police because he 
wanted the charges dealt with 
so that be would be able to 
join toe army. The boy was 
accused of the ticket offence 
and failing to give his name to 
an inspector, and faced fur- 
ther charges of handling two 
pairs of stolen socks and fail- 
ing to surrender to balL 

Hie Howard League for 
Penal Reform said it was 
shocked by the decision. “We 
should not be sending chil- 
dren to prison as the only way 
of feeding them and keeping a 
roof over their head." 


Its director, Frances Crook, 
said toe organisation did not 
take up individual cases other 
than in exceptional circum- 
stances but it would be put- 
ting pressure on the hoy's so- 
licitors and on social services 
to get him out of prison. 

“This is wrong — we have to 
find some other way of dealing 
with this child,” she added. 
“This is a Child with emotional 
problems who wanted his 
mummy and is in need of care. 
He has not committed any seri- 
ous or violent offences." 

Devon social services, 
which is in the process of es- 
tablishing a remand fostering 
scheme to recruit foster car- 
ers for young people awaiting 
a criminal court appearance, 
had no one available to com- 
ment on the case. The local 

authority has previously crit- 
icised the practice cf remand- 
ing young people to prison be* 
cause of evidence of self- 


harm, bullying, drug use and 
sexual abuse. 

Exeter prison, where 10 in- 
mates, including two . teen- 
agers, have committed sui- 
cide since 1990, officially has 
places for 42 young offenders. 

According to the Howard 
League the number <af young 
people being held in prison 
has increased sharply since 
the early 1990s. Its figures 
show around 200 15-year-olds 1 
are currently being held an 
remand or serving sentences, 
compared with only 20 five or 
six years ago. 

“There has not been an 
explosion in child c rime. '’ said 
Ms Crook. “It's a change in 
sentenc i ng , a more punitive 
! approach by courts because of 
political pressure by succes- 
sive home secretaries and 
public opinion. As a result, we 
end up with cases like this 16- 
year-oid who is a boy in need 
of care and support” 


Review 


Lyn Gardner 


The Gielgud Theatre, London 


W ITH many predicting 
global meltdown as a 
result of the miHen- ■ 
mum bug, Michael Frayn’s 
cautionary tales about giz- 
mos, gadgets and humans on 
tho hi ink ty^ildhar rqy he 
more Hwyly fh- flinniw 

Taking the form of eight 

playlets, the evening is sub- 
titled More Flays Than One, 
and even if this collection wnds 
up being something substan- 
tially less than his last play— 
the seriously thought provok- 

ing moral thriller, Copenha- ’ 

gen —there is entertainment 
enough to be had from 


Michael Blakemore's glossily 
cast and staged production. 

In Alarms, Felicity Kendal 
and Nicky Henson invite the 
Inckless Josie Lawrence and 
Robert Bathurst to a dinner 
party that soon shows an toe 
hallmarks of a classic farce: 
toe protagonists are having , 
the worst day of their lives. 
Frayn ops the stakes by multi- 
plying the situation byfour . 
and throws in defective smoke 
alarms, kitchen timers. Inter- 
nal phone systems and cork- 
screws for good measure and 
good laughter. 

In the flnat sketch. Immo- 
bfles, which stars an answer- 
ing machine, a defective 
relationship is slwwn up for i 
what it is by a iSeries of misun- 
derstandings and missed ap- - 
pomtments charted in hilar ?- j 
ouS and gruesome detail via j 
public cadi boxes and the an- 
swering machine which 
finally explodes In protest 


In between are sandwiched 
a number of extended observa- 
tions on the nature of commu- 
nication, some trite, as In the 
airline safety spoof Look 
Away Now, and some wittily 
deceptive; in Toasters a group , 
of middle managers listen, to 
their chairman’s pep taiv 
white burdened by briefcases, , 
wineglasses, plates, docu- 
ments and a desperate desire I 
to dotoe right thing, 

“Let us pray that we go on to 
achieve ..." intones toe chair- 
man, and they all fell to their 


Ofeourae, what this eve- 
ning is really about is less the 
unreliability of machine s and 
more that of people, particu- 
larly when they Insist on be- 
having like machines. 

But even when it hints at 

the serious, the tone of the eve- 
ning is relentlessly light- 
weight and although Frayn 
frequently stretches his sce- 


narios to the limit there is 
veary little here to stretch the 
audience beyond the belly 
laughs of rueful recognition. 

The cast play with great 
gusto — Felicity Kendal turn- 
ing in an unexpected Mrs 
Thateher parody as a politi- 
cian with the hairdo and fa- . 
rocity of a rabid badger whose 

planned speech on regional- 
isation In the watercress in- 
dustry is doomed by a dis- 
gruntled autocue operator. 
But the pieces are so brief and 
so reliant on the theatre of ges- 
ture that what yon end up ad- 
miring is the technical expert- 
ise of these actors rather than 
their performances. 

While we’re on the subject 
of technical expertise, John A 
Leonard’s soundscape of 
chinks, buzzes, bells and 
alarms deserves an award all 
of its own. . 

This reoiew appeared in later 

editions yesta-day. 
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NEWS 3 



Videotape 
joins sex and 
lies as threat 
to Clinton 


Martin Kettle In Washington 



An Albanian opposition supporter on a hijacked tank guards the Democratic Party headquarters in the capital Tirana yesterday (left). The party’s leader. President Sali Berisha 
(right), called on the Socialist prime minister. Fat os Nano, to resign at an opposition rally watched overby police (top right) photographs: hhvoke pouw aid hoods pustina 

Stalemate in Albanian capital as 
hijacked tanks guard rebel HQ 


Prime Minister emerges from 
hiding to warn leaders of ^ 
uprising to lay down their arms, 
writes Owen Bowcott in Tirana 


T WO hijacked tanks, 
one bearing the por- 
trait of a murdered 
opposition politician, 
the other littered 
with empty Coca-Cola bottles, 
guarded the Democratic Party 
headquarters in the Albanian 
capital, Tirana, yesterday. 

Commandeered cafij chairs 
stood behind sandbag barri- 
cades as demonstrators rested 
Kalashnikov machine-guns 
on their knees. Some 
300 yards away interior min- 
istry police manning check- 
points ignored chants accus- 
ing Albania’s Socialist prime. 
minis ter. Fatos Nano, of the 
murder. 

While British and Euro- 
pean companies urged staff to 
leave for fear of imminent 
civil war, and some interna- 
tional flights were delayed be- 
cause of the chaos, Tirana 
was adjusting to a bizarre po- 
litical stand-off in the heart of 
the city. . 

Mr Nano, emerging from 
hiding after Monday’s vio- 
lence when his office and resi- 
dence were looted, accused 
President Sali Berisha of try- 
ing to stage a coup. He de- 
manded that opposition sup- 
porters give up their arms. 

Two days after the assassi- 
nation of a popular Berisha 
ally. Mr Nano "solemnly 
guaranteed" President Beri- 
sha’s safety if he and his fol- 


lowers handed in their 
weapons. But in a clear warn- 
ing to the opposition, Mr 
Nano added: "Sali . Berisha 
should not think that we shall 
wait endlessly for an the 
weapons to come out of the 
Democratic Party headquar- 
ters- Time is short" 

Mr Berisha, who controls 
private radio and television 
stations, has continued broad- 
casting messages of defiance 


and repeated elaiwia that the 
government was responsible 


issued an ultimatum to the 
prime minister to resign in 
favour of an interim govern- 
ment. Democratic Party sup- 
porters armed with weapons 
looted from army stores dur- 
ing last year’s unrest 
marched on Mr Nano’s office 
and opened fire. The govern- 
ment escaped through the 
back door. The demonstrators 
moved on to a nearby bar- 
racks and seized several aged 
tanks, driving two of them 
back triumphantly to party 
headquarters. 

Shattered glass and man- 
gled shutters littered the 
steps of the prime minister’s 
deserted office yesterday, 
guarded by two army sol- 
diers. Armoured personnel 
carriers toured: the outskirts 
in a show of force that will do 


‘This is a terrible tragedy; 
we are going back towards 
communist dictatorship. 
We are ready to use force’ 


for the politician's 

Hie government bag dis- 
missed the violence as a foiled 
coup d’etat and it seems confi- 
dent it will ftagiw out without 
further bloodshed. The wide- 
spread rumour among its 
trouble-weary supporters is 
that Mr Berisha. the charis- 
matic leader of the Demo- 
cratic Party, arranged the as- 
sassination of his colleague. 
Azem Hajdari, on Saturday 
night to provide the pretext 
for an uprisin g . 

On Monday Mr Berisha 


little to intimidate the armed 
opposition. 

Behind the barricades yes- 
terday, Hajdari’s picture was 
plastered over walls above 
the slogan: “He believed in 
God. democracy and you." 
floral tributes marked the 
spot where he was gunned 
down along with two 
bodyguards. 

“There will be peace the 
moment Nano resigns," Ran 
Hajdari, the brother of the 
murdered politician, prom- 
ised tbe crowds milling 
around the entrance to the in- 


surrection’s headquarters, 
where the Alban ian flag hung 
at half mast, 

“We are not going to sur- 
render until peace comes;” he 
added. “Nano was the real 
murderer." 

At about 5pm, when Tira- 
na’s streets are normally 
thronged with shoppers .and 
people heading for the bars. 
Mr Barisha appeared at the 
head of an armed motorcade 
moving along the half empty 
boulevards. 

Greeted by applauding 
party stalwarts, he raised two 
fingers for victory before 
walking swiftly inside, sur- 
rounded by bodyguards. 

“This is a terrible tragedy,” 
said Harder Vucitemi, an en- 
gineer who spent decades in 
prison under the former 
Stalinist regime of Enver 
Hoxha. “We are going back 
towards a communist 

dictatorship-” 

He added: “We are prepared 
to use force, but first we want 
to use democratic means. We 
want to defend our freedom 
and Hajdari’s ideals. He was 
our symbol as a student 
leader who opposed the com- 
munist regime.” 

Away from the protest, the 
rest of Tirana was reported to 
be calm. A demonstration ear- 
lier in the day passed off with- 
out incident. Police had been 
told by the government that 
they could open fire without 
warning if threatened. 

Long lines of police cars, 
their sirens blaring and Ka- 
lashnikov rifles poking out of 
their windows, circled the 
centre of the city yesterday 
afternoon in an attempt to 
reassure the population that 


order was being restored. 

Many protesters are from 
.■northern Albania; where Mr 
£ Berisha has his power base 
and where tbe fote of the eth- 
nic Albanians in the Serbian 
province of Kosovo is a more 
emotive Issue. 

The violence has reinforced 
ancient tensions between the 
north and south of the 


country, a local shopkeeper 
peered down the narrow 
streets to where Mr Berisha's 
supporters were examining a 
hijacked tank's gun sight as 
though it were a new toy. 

“They are the scum of the 
scum," he muttered, while 
cries of “We are not commu- 
nists, we are democrats” were 
taken up by the distant crowd. 


ILL CLINTON’S 
Republican oppo 
jnents yesterday set 
the scene for a for- 
ther public humiliation of the 
embattled president by press- 
ing for tbe release within 
days of the videotape of Mr 
Clinton's August 17 testimony 
to the independent counsel. 
Kenneth Starr. 

With the United States reel- 
ing from last week’s Starr 
report revelations about Mr 
Clinton's White House sex 
sessions with Monica 
Lewinsky, the Republican 
majority on the House of Rep- 
resentatives judiciary com- 
mittee was set to vote down 
Democrats to release the 
video as early as Friday. 

Tbe video, part of IS boxes 
of supplementary material 
submitted to Congress with 
Mr Starr's report, shows Mr 
Clinton's anger and evasive- 
ness as Investigators quizzed 
him for four and a half hours 
at the White House last 
month about his relationship 
with Ms Lewinsky. 

It shows him losing bis tem- 
per repeatedly, including one 
outburst in which he objects 
to answering questions about 
a sexual act with Ms 
Lewinsky involving a cigar. 
The president accuses the in- 
vestigators of "trying to crim- 
inalise ray private life". 

As reported at the time, Mr 
Clinton became so angry that 
he took an hour's break to 
recover his composure. 

White House aides believe 
the judiciary committee has 
moved to release the video. In 
which the camera remains on 
Mr Clinton and none of his 
inquisitors appears, to keep 
the president on the defensive 
in the run-up to mid-term 
elections on November 3. 

They privately accused the 
committee last night of trying 
to ensure that the video sets 
the agenda for influential 
weekend television talk 
shows and can be used by 
Republican candidates in 
election broadcasts. 

Washington opinion was di- 
vided On whether the video 
would barm or help Mr Clin- 
ton. Though the White House 
fears it could have a devastat- 
ing effect on Mr Clinton’s 
credibility similar to that of 
the White House Watergate 
tapes on Richard Nixon, some 


members of both parties sug- 
gested the embarrassment of 
the questioning might create 
sympathy for Mr Clinton. 

Meanwhile. Paula Jones's 
lawyers said they would press 
for the president to be cited 
for contempt of court in her 
sexual harassment case and 
for Ms Jones's civil damages 
suit to be reopened. 

In another development, a 
television reporter linked to 
Mr Clinton in the Starr report 
issued a cryptic disclaimer 
yesterday. Eleanor Mondale, 
aged 38. a CBS reporter who 
is the daughter or the former 
vice-president Waller Mon- 
dale. confirmed that she vis- 
ited Mr Clinton on December 
6 1998, a day when Ms 
Lewinsky’ caused a public 
scene when refused entrance 
to the White House. 

“I have no knowledge of 
anything else that may have 
taken place that day." Ms 
Mondale said. 

The judiciary' committee 
meets later this week to con- 
tinue debate on whether to 
release other ports of Mr 
Starr's supplementary mate- 
rial. Last week the" House 
gave the committee until 
September 28 Lo decide. 

The release of fresh mate- 
rial has emerged as a clear 
Republican tactic as the No- 
vember elections approach. 
Republican leaders appear to 
want to milk Mr Clinton's hu- 
miliation for electoral advan- 
tage wbile they weigh their 
constitutional options on his 
possible impeachment 

Senator Frank Murkowski 
of Alaska yesterday became 
the most senior Republican to 
come out in favour of the 
“censure plus" option widely 
favoured by Democrats. In ad- 
dition to accepting a congres- 
sional censure, Mr Clinton 
should agree to pay a propor- 
tion of the costs of the Starr 
inquiry, which he had unnec- 
essarily prolonged by "a cal- 
culated deception", Kir Mur- 
kowski said. 

Mr Starr told Mr Mur- 
kowski yesterday that the 
costs of his Inquiry since Mr 
Clinton denied any sexual 
relationship in January have 
reached $4.4 million 
(£2.6 million). 


Ki gping faith, page 7; 
Jonathan Fraedland and 
Polly Toynbeo, page 8; 
Leader comment and Mark 
Steel, page 9 


Call for international policing 


tan Traynor hi Bonrt 


G ermany and Italy 
yesterday called for in- 
ternational pohec pat- 
rols in the southern Balkans 
and for European Union 
fluids to tackle the problems 
created by the influx of refu- 
gees from Kosovo. 

In a letter to Wolfgang 
Sch Osset, the Austrian for- 
eign minister whose govern- 
ment holds the EU presi- 
dency, the countries 
demanded an EU mission to 
strengthen Albania “socially, 
institutionally, economically, 
and in security terms”. 


“A repeat of spring 1997, 
when all public order col- 
lapsed and Albania sank into 
anarchy and chaos, has to be 
avoided,” said the joint letter 
from the German and Italian 
foreign minis ters, Klaus Kln- 
kd and Lamberto Dial. - 

Germany and Italy are pre- 
occupied with the threat of 
refugees arriving In their 
countries from Albania and 
Kosovo, where almost 300,000 
people, overwhelmingly eth- 
nic Albanians, have been up- 
rooted and left homeless in 
the conflict with Kosovo's 
Serb rulers. v 

Bonn offered strong sup- 
port for the Al b a nian govern- 


ment of former communists 
led by Fatos Nano. 

Mr Kxnkel and Mr Dini pro- 
posed sending an interna- 
tional police mission to Alba- 
nia. “to support the Albanian 


authorities in maintaining 
law and order". 

They also called for action 
to stem the flow of weapons 
and fighters from northern 
Albania into Kosovo In sup- 
port of the Albanian insur- 
gency there. Funds from 
Brussels were also needed to 
help Albania cope with its 
refugee crisis, to halt Illegal 
migration and to combat “or- 
ganised crime and people- 
smuggling criminals”. 


Up to 34)00 Kosovan Albani- 
ans are entering Germany 
every month but can no 
longer be deported to Yugo- 
slavia because the Yugoslav 
airline -I AT, used to transport 
the deportees, has Just been 
banned in the EU. 

Bonn's main policy towards 
the escalating crisis is to con- 
fine the hundreds of thou- 
sands of displaced people to 
the region, financing their 
temporary resettlement in 
Macedonia. Montenegro and 
A Than fa. ■ 

But Montenegro has closed 
its borders to Kosovan refu- 
gees and is demanding more 
money from the EU. 
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There are stories of how Leo Indulges his evety whim. On Oscar 
n gghl he was heard to oiler the drunken cay of “Let’s rent a 
Dhuie. I want to goto hkliaFWhen tie fancied seeing some art, 
^Metropolitan Museum in New York was opened specially 
for him, a privilege only prewkn^aflm^ 

Is Leonardo PiCaprio going off the rails? 
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John Ezard on the attempts to find next-of-kin of Corporal George Froud, killed in 1 944 and found last July, before his bur iai on Friday 


Army appeal to Arnhem hero 



Corporal George Frond, posted missing in 1944, aged 27 


m 


only three 
days to go be- 
fore his funeral, 
the army last 
night made an 
appeal to trace the family of a 
young paratrooper killed in 

the battle for Arnhem more 
than half a century ago. 

After a military career full 
of campaign medals. Corporal 
George Froud was hilled at 
the age of 27 when the glider 
carrying him crashed into the 
battlefield near Oosterbeak, 
Holland, In September. 1944. 

One of 1,200 British dead in 
the abortive attack, the para- 
trooper left a widow and three 
year-old son in Hertfordshire 
who could only guess at his 
fate. Last July a Dutch farmer 
found his body in a field. 
Until then he had been posted 
as missing. 

On Friday he will be burled 
with full military honours at 


the Commonwealth war 
graves ceremony at Ooster- 
beek — alongside two other 
servicemen whose bodies 
were recently discovered. 

Families of these two will 
be at the graveside. But a 14- 
month search by the army 
has tilled to find any of Cor- 
poral Fraud's next-of-kin. 

This is despite copious offi- 
cial records about him. He 
joined the army in 1931 as a 
14-year-old. During his 13- 
year service he was awarded 
the Palestine Medal 1940, the 
193943 Star, the War Medal 
1939-1945. and the Defence 
Medal Italy Star. 

According to records, the 
corporal married Vera Jey in 
1940. A son, Terrance, was 
bom in May, 1941, at Brocket 
Hall, in Hertfordshire, which 
was used as a make-shift ma- 
ternity home during the war. 

Terrance was adopted by 


Corporal Fraud's older sister, 
Winnie, in 1946, Vera remar- 
ried in 1952 and moved to the 
Oxford area. 

During the war Vera and 
Terrance lived at Go ring- by- 
Sea, in West Sussex — where 
an Corporal Fraud's belong- 
ings were sent 'But the trail 

has petered out 

The closest link the army 
has found to bis past Is Doug 
Payne, from Swindon, Ter- 
rance's godfather and best 
man at the corporal’s wed- 
ding. However he is in his 
eighties and has said he can 
not attend the funeral be- 
cause of poor health. 

The army appealed to any- 
one who believes they are 
related to Corporal Froud to 
call 01980 615562. 

The army is sad at its fail- 
ure in view of Its suodess — 
with media help — earlier this I 
year in finding the relatives of , 
two men whose bodies were j 
identified after they fell at the 
battle of Arras in April, 1917. 

The lost corporal's two Arn- 
hem fellow-servicemen, Ser- 
geant Lawrence Howes and 
Sergeant David Thompson, of 
the Glider Pilot Regiment, 
whose bodies were found in 
1994, will receive a full mili- 
tary burial service at Ooster- 
beek at 230pm. on Friday. 

The Arnhem offensive, part 
of Operation Market Garden, 
was a bid by General Mont- 
gomery and others to u a id the 
war by Christmas" through 
bypassing Nazi German forti- 
fications and driving troops 
Into Germany through lightly 
defended territory. 

The British task was to 
seize two Rhine bridges. But 
panzers hit bade more rapidly 
than expected and Germans 
found British bailie plans in a 
crashed glider. The last Brit- 
ish and Polish troops had to 
surrender their bridgehead 
after nine days. Germany held 
Arnhem until April, 1945. 
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Allied aircraft and gliders in the skies over VaUcenswaard, south of Eindhoven, in the Netherlands, on their way to the battle of Arnhem in 1944 


Spumed lover ‘put au pair through hell’ I Net companies accuse BT 



Sarah Hall 


A FRENCH former an 
pair told a court yester- 
day how her boss and 
lover subjected' her to “four 
years of hell" after sbe ended 
their relationship and became 
an air stewardess. 

Stuart B ill Ing ham, a former 
police officer who became a 
prison officer, wrote to the 
airline where Nathalie Eb- 
linger worked accusing her of 
being “a liar and a cheat" and 
alleging that she had a drink 
problem, Harlow magistrates 
to Essex were told. 

He also asked Essex police 
to Investigate the alleged dis- 
honesty, and distributed a let- 
ter making similar allega- 
tions to ground staff and the 
public at Stansted airport, to 
shoppers to Bishop’s Stort- 
ford, Hertfordshire, and to a 
bank and cricket dub during 
his campaign of harassment, 
the court heard. He faces two 


Stuart BUJAngham, charged 
under anti-stalking laws 


charges under the new anti- 
stalking laws. 

Ms Ehlinger. aged 27, 
fought back tears as sbe told 
the court that Biftingham, 
aged 52, bad put her through 
hell over the four years. 'T 
! fed. really awful," she added. 
"I have never cheated and I 
have never lied.” 

She had been “very humili- 
ated” by the letters sent to 
| her employer. Air UK, and 
circulated at the airport *1 
was very distraught and I 
I burst Into tears.” 

In heated exchanges she 
told Billlngham, who is repre- 
senting himself and cross-ex- 
amined hen “I was scared of 
losing my job. I want you to 
stop writing the letters and 
stop harassing me." 

The court heard that Ms 
Ehtinger. from Alsace , had 
begun a relationship with BQ- 
lingham, who was separated 
from his wife, after taking a 
job at his home to Shrews- 
bury. Shropshire, to look 


after his two children, then 
aged 10 and eight in 1992. 

Some 15 months later she 
returned to France to take an 
air stewardess . course and 
broke off the relationship . 

She began to work for Air j 
UK, now KLM UK, at Stansted 
in 1995. Last year BiTlingham. 
a prison officer at Shrews- 
bury jail, wrote a series of let- 
ters. to her employers accus- 
ing her of lying about -her 
health to get the post 

In one letter, to the compa- , 
fly's head of personnel, David 1 
McGammon, he withdrew the 
original glowing reference he 
had sent to support her job i 
application and warned him 
about her “drinking”. The i 
airline conducted an tovesti- 1 
gation but found the allega- 
tions to be groundless. i 

David Rothera, prosecuting, | 
fold the court that BUling- 
ham's letter-writing campaign 
extended far and wide. He 
read statements from an em- 
ployee at a Barclays Bank | 


branch to Harlow and a recep- 
tionist at Essex County 
Cricket Club, explaining how 
they too had been sent letters 
disparaging Ms Ehlinger, 

whom they did not even know. 

B illlngham also sent Ms Eh- 
lioger a number of letters via 
Air UK, and a package con- 
taining a torn T-shirt and a 
shattered pair of headphones 
sbe had left at his bouse, the 
court heard. 

He then obtained a court 
order against her for £46, 
which he claimed he was 
owed for returning her be- 
longings to France. i 

Ms Ehlinger, who was sup- 
ported in court by her parents 
and fiance, vehemently de- 
nied his accusations. . 

Billlngham denies writing 
malicious and untrue letters 
to Ms Ehlinger’s employer in 
August last year and of dis- 
tributing copies of a similar 
letter to members of tbe pub- 
lic in October. 

Tbe case continues today. 


Oftel asked to intervene after use 
of phone records to sell service 


Stuart HBar 


B RITISH Telecom has be- 
come embroiled to a 
row over its new pay-as- 
you-go internet service amid 
allegations that It is using 
customer billing records to 
target existing net users. 

The Internet Service Pro- 
viders Association, the main 
Industry body, has written to 
Oftel, the telecommunications 
regulator, accusing BT sales 
staff of contacting other com- 
panies' subscribers to pro- 
mote the new service, code- 
named Click, after Identifying 
them from their telephone 
bins. 

The row broke out after the 
internet news service, zdnet 
news, revealed that a BT 
saleswoman had promoted 


dick to a: customer after call- 
ing to advise him of money- 
saving offers. The customer 
bad listed the telephone num- 
ber for his internet connec- 
tion as one of his 10 “Friends 
and Family" numbers. 

Since then, zdnet claims It 
has received two further com- 
plaints from readers , who say 
they were contacted by a BT 
salesperson who promoted 
Click while discussing 
money-saving options. 

BT admitted the original 
call took place but Insisted it 
was an Isolated incident. 
“The telesales adviser was 
talking to . a customer about 
bis friends and Family num- 
bers when she diverted from 
the script," a spokeswoman 
said yesterday. “She should 
not have done that, and we 
have reminded all staff that 


I they must stick to their 
script. We believe this was a 
one-off, although we are in- 
vestigating to see * if there 
were any more incidents.” 
n But Laurence Blackall, 
ISP A chairman, said: “BT has 
seriously shot itself to the 
foot I think that Oftel should 
take a very tough line against 
BT dictating what the rules 
are. After all, it Is there to 
police the industry." 

Richard Barry, of zdnet, 
said: “This gives the regula- 
tor the opportunity to look 
more closely at BT's propos- 
als for Click. If they fail to 
Intervene, the whole Industry 
will be up to arms." 

Oftel said yesterday it 
would review any evidence it 
received that BT was breach- 
ing its licence conditions to 
promote tbe Click service by 
using Its market dominance 
in one area to its benefit in 
another. Oftel cannot inter- 
vene until a service is 
running. 
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Stephen Moss on a cult author back on the shelves 


BRITAIN 5 





News in brief 



GEORGE STONER; 

A Glastonbury Romance 
is *the only novel 
produced by an English 
writer that can fairly be 
compared with the 
fictions of Tolstoy 
and Dostoevsky 1 


EDITH SITWELL: 

‘I suppose that the 
Messrs Powys were the 
first writers who 
experimented In 
deliberately boring 
their readers’ 


US revives 


novelist’s 

reputation 

T HE fluctuating repu- 1 a novel combining folk It 
tation of the novelist and the supernatural, probi 
John Cowper Powys I the spiritual life of Glastt 
has been revived by | bury and a mythical tradlti 
an American publish- stretching back to the Gn 




John Cowper Powys . . . literary polymath whose supernatural themes are gathering widespread approval in America 


T HE fluctuating repu- 
tation of the novelist 
John Cowper Powys 
has been revived by 
an American publish- 
er’s re-issue of A Glastonbury 
Romance, one of his most ac- 
claimed novels, and, at pres- 
ent, a bestseller at the book < 
chain Waterstone’s. 

The novel has sparked a 
fresh wave of interest in the 
controversial Powys, who has 
been described as “one of the 
great puzzles of 20th century 
literature”. Bom in 1872. into 
a writing dynasty. Powys was 
a polymath who wrote novels, 
criticism, essays; poetry and 
plays, besides lecturing in the 
United States. 

A Glastonbury Romance is 


a novel combining folk lore 
and the supernatural, probing 
the spiritual life of Glaston- 
bury and a mythical tradition 
stretching back to the Grail. 
It weaves the historical mid 
legendary in a favourite 
theme of self-fulfilment. The 
conflicts are resolved rather 
melodramatically. 

Powys has always had pow- 
erful advocates, who praise 
his epic ambition and florid, 
anti-naturalistic style. But 
they have never quite secured 
his reputation, or kept his 
books in print. At present, 
none of his works is available 
from the main UK publishers. 1 
But, A Glastonbury Romance 
is being produced by the 
Overlook Press, based in New 


Soap dad reading to his baby 
helps to kick off Blunkett’s 
national campaign for literacy 


Rebecca Smtthers 
Education Correspondent 

E ASTENDERS ’‘hard 
man" Grant Mitchell 
will be shown in a new 
light as a softie dad reading 
books to his baby daughter, 
Courtney, in a new literacy 
storyline underpinning the 
Government's National 
Year of Reading. 


Scriptwriters of the BBC 
soap are being asked to 
show its screen babies being 
entertained with books, 
reinforcing the £50 million 
drive to encourage parents, 
particularly fathers, to 
start reading to their chil- 
dren at an early age. 

• David Blunkett, Educa- 
tion and Employment Sec- 
retary. will be .Joined today 
by EastEnders stars to 


York and owned by ex-Pen- 
guin head Peter Mayer. Its 
edition has been widely ex- 
ported to the UK In the UK, 
Picador published some titles 
in the 1980s, and Wolf Solent 
was in Penguin Classics, but 
all are now out of print Pen- 
guin plans to re-issue Wolf So- 
lent next year. 

“Powys is an interesting 
author,” said Waterstone's 
Mike Payne, “and there is a 
taste for quality, cult liters- 1 
ture. His reputation has di- 
minished, but not to extinc- 
tion. Now he may be tapping 
the Interest In mind, body, 
spirit books.” 

Tracy Cams, publishing di- 
rector of the Overlook Press, 
said the response In the US to 


launch the National Year of 
Reading in the Queen Vic 
pub on the set. He will meet 
the actors who play Jimmy 
and Sarah — the illiterate 
former prisoner and the A 
level student who, through 
her involvement with the 
church, is teaching him to 
read and write. 

Matthew Robinson, exec- 
utive producer of East- 
Enders, confirmed yester- 
day that he was 
encouraging scriptwriters 
to have screen parents read 
to their babies. The BBC 
was “very supportive” of 
the campaign. 

An advertising campaign 


the re-issued book, which 
first appeared In 1932, had 
been “fantastic”. The com- , 
pany plans to re-issue his 
novel Weymouth Sands. “I 
think if. Powys is going to j 
make the transition from cult I 
to mainstream, now could be 
the time. His books deal with 
lots of millennial themes.” 

In November, Vintage In 
the US is re-pub lishin g Wolf 
Solent, and the US agent for 
the Powys estate. Glen Hart- 
ley, said be hoped a new edi- 
tion of Powys's autobiography 
would appear soon. At pres- 
ent, the only English-lan- 
guage edition is by the Col- 
gate University Press in the 
US. Among UK publishers the 
author is neglected, despite 


beginning on TV tonight 
features “ordinary dads” 
reading to their children. 

The aim is to boost read- 
ing among all age groups. 
Local authorities will run 
projects such as one in Tox- 
teth, Liverpool, encouraging 
older men to read “books 
that changed the world”. 

The private sector will be 
involved through sponsor- 
ship and extensive use of a 
“Read Me" logo. Retail . 
chains supporting the 1 
scheme include W H Smith 
and Sainsbury’s. The latter 
will today announce a £6 j 
million national Bookstari 
programme to mark the I 


the efforts of the Powys Soci- 
ety, founded 30 years ago to 
support the work of John 
Cowper and his brothers. 
Theodore and Llewelyn. 

"It's a shame he's not better 
known." said the society's 
Stephen Powys Marks. “He Is 
more widely available in 
France. Germany and Sweden , 
than the UK The brothers 
here I are thought] slightly ec- 
centric. But they're all strong , 
literary characters.” I 

The case for Theodore and 
Llewelyn is probably lost but , 
the jury is still out on John j 
Cowper, as it has been since I 
his death in 1963. The 
Dictionary of National Biog- 
raphy described his autobiog- 
raphy as an “astonishing 


millennium, in partnership 
with the educational char- 
ity Book Trust. 

Bookstart will give away 
at least a million books 
from January. By 2000 
every nine-month-old baby | 
will have received a book. 
It began as a pilot project 
six years -ago, when 300 , 
families in Birmingham I 
were given books at their 
babies’ nine-month health 
checks. These children 
were shown to have clear 
advantages in literacy and 
numeracy when they 
started primary scbooL 

Other soap operas have 
Introduced literacy topics. 


masterpiece” and his charac- 
ters conceived “with the com- 
passion of a Dostoevsky”. 

Henry Miller described him 
as “my first living idol", Mar- 
tin Amis called him “a monu- 
ment of neglect”, and George 
Steiner said A Glastonbury 
Romance was “the only novel 
produced by an English 
writer that can fairly be com- 
pared with the fictions of Tol- 
stoy and Dostoevsky”. 

Their encomiums contrast 
with Edith Sitwell, who wrote 
in 1935 that she was so bored 
she was “reduced" to reading 
Wolf Solent. “I suppose that 
the Messrs Powys were the 
first writers who experi- 
mented in deliberately boring ; 
their readers," she said. 


Brookside’s founder, Phil 
Redmond, is expected to 
give farther details of a 
new storyline today when 
he supports the reading 
campaign alongside Mr 
Blunkett. Former “bad 
boy” Jimmy Corkhill's new 
career as a teacher at 
Brookslde comprehensive 
is already helping to focus 
on classroom activities and 
topical education themes. 

In Coronation Street, 
Toyah Battersby left home 
after a bust-up when her 
family discovered that she 
had gone to former teacher 
Ken Barlow for extra read- 
ing and writing lessons. 


Police hunt sisters 
and foster parents 

POLICE and social services officials were last night still 
searching for sisters Jade Bennett four, and Hannah, three, 
who have been missing with their foster parents since early on 
Monday. Police say they are concerned for their welfare. 

Foster parents Jeffrey Bramley. 34, and bis wife Jennifer, 35. 
from Ramsey, Cambridgeshire, were due meet social services 
staff in Huntingdon at 10.30am on Monday. The appointment 
was not kept and police say the family have vanished. 

Liz Railton. director of social services at Cambridgeshire 
county council, said the couple were known to have been upset 
“We now have to be concerned for their welfare and for the 
welfare of the two children and would like to find them as a 
matter of urgency." 


Attack leaves driver critical 

A FATHER-of-two was in critical condition in hospital yesterday 
after his lorry was hit by a stone believed to have been thrown by 
animal rights protesters. 

Steven Granger. 40. from Deal, in Kent, suffered serious inju- 
ries when the missile, believed to have been aimed at livestock 
trucks, hurtled through his windscreen on the A2 near Dover. His 
lorry careered out of control and veered down an embankment on 
Monday night 

Mr Granger was taken, to Princess Royal hospital, Haywards 
Heath, West Sussex for emergency treatment 

Stones were thrown from a bridge over the A2 at Guston at 
livestock lorries being taken by police escort to Dover docks on 
Monday night, Kent police said. 


Surgeon’s ‘host of blunders’ 

A CONSULTANT gynaecologist accused of a catalogue of blun- 
ders deserted a bleeding patient after seriously damaging her 
bladder during an operation, the General Medical Council heard 
yesterday. 

Rodney Ledward, 58. who faces being struck off was alleged to 
have switched off his mobile phone after perforating a patient's 
bladder and blocking a tube from her kidneys during a 
hysterectomy. 

The woman was clearly bleeding after the procedure, but the 
surgeon did not investigate the cause, the hearing was told. 
Instead he ordered a test and left St Saviour's private hospital, at 
Hythe, in Kent, after the operation In January 1996. 

Fourteen women patients are alleged to have suffered because 
of Mr Led waul 's incompetence while working at St Saviour's and 
the nearby William Harvey hospital between 1989 and 1996. 

Mr Ledward. from Folkestone, in Kent, who has 33 years 
professional experience, denies 14 charges of misconduct 


Man arrested in murder hunt 

DETECTIVES investigating the murder of Thomas Marshall. 12 . 
who was killed after cycling near his Norfolk home a year ago. 
have arrested a 50-year-old man. Thomas was last seen alive as he 
set off to see a friend three miles from his home in Happisburgh. 
His body was found 50 miles away at Roundham Heath, near 
Tbetford, In a layby off the All. He had been strangled. 

The arrest is the fourth in connection with the murder. One of 
the three local men previously held remains on police bail. No one 
has been charged. — Sarah Hall 


0ver-50s join exotic jet set 

OLDER holidaymakers take more trips abroad and jet off to more 
exotic destinations than their younger counterparts, according to 
research published yesterday. 

The over-50s are going on more expensive and adventurous 
holidays, with more than three-quarters of those interviewed by . 
the credit card company Visa saying better budgeting had led 
them to take adventurous holidays rather than European deals. 

Half of those surveyed took three holidays a year, compared to 
other age groups who took one annual break on average. 


Paedophile’s court victory 

A DANGEROUS paedophile yesterday won a High Court chal- 
lenge against the legality of a tribunal's decision to keep him in 
hospital Trevor Holland, who has a psychopathic disorder and is 
detained under section 37 of the Mental Health Act, will now have 
his application for release reconsidered, after the North Thames 
Mental Health Review Tribunal conceded there was “an inade- 
quacy of reasons” in the decision last January. 

His lawyers said there was a loophole in the law and, because 
he was unbeatable, his detention in hospital was Unlawful- 

Doctors have warned that Holland. 54, continues to pose a risk 
to children. His record includes 11 offences of assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm, and offences of indecency and attempting to 
procure an act of gross indecency. 

He caused a public outcry two years ago after escaping from 
custody while on an escorted visit to Cbessington World of 
Adventures, a theme park in Surrey. 
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6 WORLD NEWS 


The Guardian 


Liberal whites find little 
room in rainbow nation 


Disenchantment is spreading as a new apartheid 
squeezes out non-black South Africans, 
writes David Beresford in Johannesburg 


S OUTH AFRICA can 
achieve miracles, 
ruefully observed 
one of the country's 
constitutional court 
Judges. Albie Sachs, recently. 

“But it cannot achieve the 

achievable.” 

Mr Sachs, who lost an arm 
when his car was bombed by 
the South African security 
forces during the anti-apart- 
heid struggle, was speaking at 
a fhrewell function for a Jo- 
hannesburg academic. 

The cynical note was all the 
more striking because it came 
fhorn a judge whose col- 
leagues regard him as an un- 
rehabilitated romantic. But 
then it was not just any aca- 


South Africa’s predomi 
nantly white elite are going 
through another of their peri- 
odic bouts of pessimism about 
the future of the country and 
their rale — or lack of one — 
in It A poll, published at the 
weekend, showed that 74 per- 
cent of people with skilled 
jobs are longing to emigrate. 

“In the old Soatb Africa a 

significant number of people 
of darker hues accepted and 
welcomed me because of my 
anti-apartheid views,” one 
white liberal wrote in a Jo- 
hannesburg newspaper. “In 
the new South Africa I am 
treated with contempt and ha- 
tred. for no other reason than 
that I have a white skin.” 



A cynical note 
ms sounded 
by veteran 
anti-apartheid 
campaigner 
Afitie Sachs, 
tin now 
regarded as an 
eternal 
romantic by 
Mafedow 
judges In 

South Africa’s 
constitutional 
court 


demic Mr Sachs was saying 
farewell to. The "new” South 
Africa, it seems, does not 
have room fin: Professor John 
Dugard. 

Prof Dugard, who has left to 
take up a post at Leiden Uni- 
versity in the Netherlands, is a 
world authority on interna- 
tional law, admired in liberal 
circles for his opposition to 
apartheid. 

One of the architects of the 
progressive new constitution, 
his decision to leave South 
Africa was taken after he was 
passed over for an expected 
appointment to a judicial post, 
se eming l y because of his skin 
colour. 


The author was Mandi 
Small ho me, a member of the 
Black Sash — that gallant 
band of white women who en- 
gaged in a famous crusade 
against National Party rule 
during the dark days of 
apartheid. 

Recalling her excitemen t 
when she acted as a monitor 
during the 1994 majority-rule 
elections, she said: '*1 believed 
that the fight against apart- 
heid had been won, and that, 
finally. I would be able to live 
in a country where it did not 
matter so much what colour 
my skin was, a country where 
I belonged. But I don’t" 

Referring to the character- 


Uneasy 
power pact 
ahead for 
Sweden 


Inflation has 
almost 
disappeared, 
unemployment is 
around 7 percent 
and the budget is 
balanced. Yet the 
opinion polls 
suggest that his 
SDP could sink to 
35 percent on 
Sunday, 10 
points 

less than in 1994. 


The Social 
Democrats will 
need the help of 
Eurosceptics to 
to stay in power, 
Martin Walker 
reports from 
Stockholm 


A VIDEO delivered to 
more than 100.000 
Swedish first-time 
voters begins with a 
romantic bedroom scene in 
which a pair of lovers talk in- 
timatriy about their “first 
time". It ends with the words: 
“Greetings from the Social 
Democrats. Go out and vote 
on September 20.” 

It is a desperate effort to 
persuade people to go out and 
vote. But polls show that dis- 
enchanted Swedes are un- 
likely to match their tradi- 
tional 90 per cent turn-out 
when they vote on Sunday, 
when the Social Democrats 
(SDP) are likely to make their 
worst showing since 1928. 

The prime minister. Goran 
Persson, is still expected to 
win but to depend on Euros- 
ceptic support He could turn 
to the old Communists, 
renamed the Left Party, or to 
an assortment of smaller cen- 
trist groups. 

All the putative partners in 
the coalition are suspicious of 
Europe and firmly oppose the 
single currency. The Left and 
the Greens both want to leave 
Europe. 

So confident of victory is 
Mr Persson that he is sched- 
uled to Qy to New York only 
hours after the polls close, on 
Sunday for a day-long semi- 
nar with Bill Clinton and 
Tony Blair on their shared 
co mmitment to a “third way” 
in politics. 

A 


isafion of South Africa by 
Bishop Desmond Tutu as a 

“ rainb ow nation", dw said: 

“What kind of rainbow Is it 
where every colour is accept- 
able, as long as it is black?" 

Support for her scepticism 
was to be found in the same 
edition of the newspaper, in a 
lengthy article by Nkosmathi 
Biko, the son of Steve Bflrn. 

Writing on the 21st anniver- 
sary of hig father’s murder in 
police detention, Mr Biko Jnr 
observed of the term “mir- 
acle”: “No miracle is preceded 
by such pain and suffering.” 

The term “rainbow nation” 
was similarly misused, be 
said. “The colours erf' the rain- 
bow are harmoniously juxta- 
posed and such harmony can 
hardly be found between the 
peoples of South Africa.” 

The hostility of black South 
Africans towards their for- 
mer “comrades” in toe liberal 
co mmuni ty hna aim manifest- 
ed itself in a succession of 
attacks on the English lan- 
guage press. The Guardian's 
sister newspaper in Johan- 
nesburg^ the Mhil & Guard- 
ian, has been a consistent tar- 
get, seemingly as a result of 
articles exposing corruption 
in the government 

Early this year, after it dis- 
closed the alleged shady past 
of the African National Con- 
gress premier of Gauteng, the 
richest province, which in- 
corporates the Witwatersraud 
industrial triangle, the news- 
paper was subjected to a 
broadside of racial invective. 

In an editorial. It protested; 
“It is completely irrelevant to 
us that the premier of Gau- 
teng is a black man. But It 
matters to us very much that 
he seems to be a crook.” 

The distinction went unrec- 
ognised in some quarters, 
however. The “Black Law- 
yers’ Association” end the 

Association of Black Ac- 
countants of South Africa” 
lodged a formal complaint 
against the newspaper with 
the country’s human ri ghts 
committee, charging it with 
"subliminal racism”. 

They claimed that the ma- 
jority of the newspaper's ex- 
poses were of corruption 
among b lacks, and declared 
tills often left “very little 
room for these individuals to 
have any sense of dignity” 
and was “violating the rights 
of black people to equality”. 



Former members of the Black Sash — those gallant white women who fought a lonely 
battle against apartheid (above), complain that skin colour is still all-important 
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‘Grey Japan’ 
confronts a 

demographic 

timebomb 


Jonathan Watts In Tokyo 


J APAN’S' annual 

Respect for the Elderly 
Day passed in a mixed 
mood of celebration 
trepidation as new fig- 
ures confirmed that Its pop- 
ulation is ageing faster 
than any other country. 

The n umb er aged 65 or 

older stands at a record 
20-49> million, having 
doubled in less than 20 
years* the government 
revealed. The number of 
centenarians has passed 

10,000 for the first time, 
having risen by more than 
80 per cent in two years. 

As is customary on this 
tiaHwml holiday, newcom- 
ers to the 100 club receive a 
silver cup. a certificate 
signed by the prime minis- 
ter, Keizo Obuchi, and up to 
1 ^trillion yen (£4*530) from 
t h fd r local authority. 

Such gifts, which are also 
given in smaller amounts 
to anyone aged over 77* are 
a way for the community to 
honour its elder citizens 
and express pride in having 
the world's longest average 
lifespan, ^flunks to high 
living standards and a low- 
tot diet, Japanese women 
pan expect to live for 83 
years, and men 77. 

The problem Is Japan also 
has toe lowest birthrate, 
which means it is greying 
tor more rapidly than any 
other country. Last year the 
number of elderly exceeded 
fly tiirmW of childr en for 
the first time, and by 2015 
one in fbur of the population 
will be aged 65 or older. 

This demographic time 
bomb is casting a shadow 
over the economy. To pay 
for the expected increase In 
welfare »md medical' costs, 
the consumption-tax rate 
was increased last year, tilt- 
ing Japan into recession 
and ultimately costing the 
fl«» n prime minister, Ryn- 
taro Hashimoto, his Job- 
The new government 
stresses that consumption 
Is the key to recovery, but 
the . Japanese are choosing 
to save, because of uncer- 
tainty about the fixture. 

Officials have been inst- 
ructed to revamp the wel- 
fare and pension s yst e ms , 
but they concede that they 
are entering uncharted 
waters. “The government 



faces enarnKM* challenges 
and no one knows for sur ® 
what is the right directioiL 
said EUchi SekJ, a deputy di- 
rector at the health and wei- 
fiare ministry. 

Since tax is now a dirty 

word, most new policies are 
aimed at covering costein 

other ways. Medical charges 
have been raised, a ncwwrt- 
tore premium is to be intro- 
duced, pensions may he i cut 
and the retirement age is 
likely to be raised. 

This has Infuriated many 
middle-aged and elderly 
people, whose standards of 
living have been hit by the 
government's decision to 
keep Interest rates at re- 
cord low levels, which 
means a pitiful return on 
savings. 

“Our generation helped 
to rebuild Japan after the 
war, yet now we are being 
told that we are not entitled 


The government 
faces enormous 
challenges and no 
one knows what is 
the right direction’ 


to the lifestyle that we 
worked so hard for.” said 
RMuir-hi ishlkawa, an exec- 
utive of the Pensioners’ 
Union. 

Despite the union's com- 
plaints, toe elderly enjoy a 
reasonable standard of liv- 
ing on an average monthly 
pension of £1,040. 

Among toe better-off are 
residents of toe state-run 
Urayasu Casa de Kanpo old 
people's home, near Tokyo. 

The very fact that they 
are in a home, however, 
shows how attitudes have 
changed. Only 55 per cent 
of elderly people now live 
with their families, com- 
pared to 80 per cent 20 
years ago. 

“IPs probably Inevitable, 
given the pace of modern 
life, but people just don't 
have as much time for the 
elderly these days,” said 
Yoshiyoki Naemora, the 
deputy manager of Casa de 
Kanpo. “Unless children 
grow up living with their 
grandparents, how can they 
truly learn to respect them.” 


A woman passes posters for Sweden’s general elec ti on, which the Social Democrats seem set to win 


He will return to negotiate 
a complex coalition which 
which could result in 
Sweden’s “third way” em- 
bracing the old Communists 
and their demand for 100,000 
new public sector jobs and a 
35-hour working week. 

After inheriting the coun- 
try's economic disaster of the 
early 1990s, when unemploy- 
ment rose to 13 per cent and 
Interest rates shot to 600 per 
cent overnight during the 
1992 currency crisis, Mr Pers- 
son has cut beck the welfare 
state and restored the econo- 
my to health. 

Inflatio n has now almost 
disappeared, unemployment 
is around ^ per emit and the 
budget is balanced Yet the 
latest opinion polls suggest 
that his SDP could sink to 
35 percent on Sunday, 10 
points less than its share of ] 


the vote in the 1694 election. 

The conservative Moder- 
ates, led by toe former prime 
minister Carl Blldt, seem un- 
likely to get much more than 
toe 22 per cent of toe vote 
they secured four years ago.. 

The Left has gained most 
At toe last election leftwing 
parties won 5 per cent and 
opinion polls say they will 
achieve doser to 13-14 per 
cent this time. 

This is partly due to toe feet 
that disgruntled public-sector 
workers and women furlqua 
at social-service cuts have 
swung to the former Commu- 
nists in huge numbers, 
hugely swelling their support 

The plight of the welfare 
ct-ato sounds drearily familia r 
to British ears: state schools 
are in crisis, their teachers de- 
manding pay Increases, and 


hospitals have year-king wait- 


tog lists for operations such, as 
hip replacement. 

. The other success story of 
the campaign has been the 
Christian Democrats, a tradi- 
tional group which originated 
in the Pentecostal Church 
and campaigns for women to 
give up work to care for their 
children. The polls give them 
more than 10 per cent, up 
from 5 per cent last time. 

The Greens are the wild 
card. They are in danger of 
Calling below toe 4 per cent 
threshold required to win 
parliamentary seats. If they 
do, Mr Persson may be unable 
to form a majority with just 
the support of the Left 

And he remains suspicious 
of what the Left’s programme 
would do to the credibility of 
the national currency. 

”1 have been to Wall Street 
and seen the leering smiles of 


toe 2S-year-oids who decide 
whether to attack or support 
our Swedish kronor,” he said 
recently oHiis time as finance 
m inis ter during the economic 
crisis. “1 will not go through 
that again.” 

The collapse of toe. Greens 
may be Mr Sikh's only hope Of 
returning as prime minister, 
formica coalition of centrists 
and conservatives which 
would include strong oppo- 
nents of his plan to Join toe 
single currency and Nato. 

In a televised debate on 
Monday night, he was widely 
believed to have performed 
better than Mr Persson. who 
used the old SDP rhetoric of 
class politics and the greed of 
the rich for tax cute to try to 
win back voters. This may 
have backfired: even friendly 
trade union leaders said he 
was short on substance. 


fwnwwm tobias nosnjur© 

Cari Bildt is a tall, austere 
and imposing intellectual 
whom 53 per cent of voters 
would like to be prime- minis- 
ter If itwere not for his Euro- 
PhUe politics and his party. 
His difficult stint as* the £U*s 
special envoy in toe B alkans, 
the job be took after losing 
the 1994 election, seems to 
have humanised him. 

But toe EuropMta dr eam 
that drew him into politics 
remains -elusive among the 
once wealthy Swedes who 
have seen their per capita 
GDP fen into the ranks of 
poorer ED countries. 

No Wonder there is nostal- 
gia for the good old days of 
the model weifkre state of the 
Social Democrats' ascen- 
dancy. But not even Goran 
Persson can bring that back, 
so his party offers soft pom 
videos instead. 


West stays 
silent on 
Bosnia poll 
verdict ‘upset’ 

Jonathan Steele 

% A /ESTERN officials sqper- 
VV vising Bosnia's general 
election abruptly postponed 
announcing the first results 
yesterday, amid suspicion 
that hardline nationalists had 
done unexpectedly welL 
"They’re In panic. They 
never thought it would come 
out like this,” said an interna- 
tional analyst in Sarajevo 
who has access to the Organi- 
sation for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe, which has 
been in charge of toe three 
elections in Bosnia since the 
Dayton Agreement of 1995. 

At a news conference to 
report the first, partial results 
yesterday. Robert Barry, toe 
United States state depart- 
ment official leading the 
OSCE’s Bosnia mission, Baid: 
“The only figures that count 
are figures that are complete 
and integrated. I have taken 
the decision that partial 
results are not In toe Interest 
of es tablishing legitimacy 
of the outcome of the vote." 

He added that the OSCE did 
not yet have coherent Infor- 
mation on voting trends. ‘And 
I don’t know when we wflL” 
OSCE officials were 
reported to be appalled, how- 
ever. that toe results from al- 
most half the polling stations 
in the Serb part of Bosnia — 
Republika Srpska — showed 
toe leader of the Radical 
Party, Nikola Poplasen, nar- 
rowly ahead of toe Western- 
supported Biljana Plavsic. 

Officials fear that the Radi- 
cals, in alliance with the 
hardline nationalists of the 
Serbian Democratic Party 
<SD8). may gain control of toe 
parliament, allowing them to 
form the next government. 

The OSCE is hoping that 
absentee ballots from the 
thousands of voters living In 
the Bosnian -Croat Federation 
or abroad may alter toe trend. 

The 8DS. once led by the 
indicted war c riminal Rado- 
van Karadzic, has been in 
decline. ' 

But Instead of backing the 
'moderates, voters app ea r to 
have gone the other way — the 
Radical Party is allied to toe 
neofescist Vojislav $ese& now 
Serbia's deputy prime minis- 
ter. who led paramilitaries dur- 
ing Bosnia’s ethnic cl eansing . 

Mrs Plavsic's defeat would 
be a major blow to the West 
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WORLD NEWS 7 



The bodies of six Iranian 
diplomats killed in northern 
Afghanistan were returned 
yesterday but the war of 
words continues as both Iran 
and the Taliban raise the 
temperature even further by 
preparing for a border conflict 


Revolutionary Guards raise their fists in support as Ayatollah Khamenei, left, calls on 'the armed forces to be ready if action is taken against the Taliban photographs: atta kenare 


Tehran puts army on war footing 


•dm Muir In Tehran 


A S TENSION be- 
tween Tehran and 
Afghanistan's Tali- 
ban militia in- 
creased yesterday, 
the Iranian supreme leader. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
called on the armed forces 
and officials to be ready to 
respond immediately to any 
orders that might be given to 
deal with the crisis. 

He told senior commanders 
from the Revolutionary 
Guards Corps, which has 

70,000 troops near the Afghan 
border: “All officials and 
those in charge of fire coun- 
try's affairs, fochiding the 
armed forces, must be ready 
for the speedy, timely and de- 
cisive implementation of 
whatever decisions the senior 
political and security authori- 
ties may deem necessary and 
right Ibr the country." 

In Iran's bluntest threat so 
far of direct intervention to 
help Afghanistan's routed op- 
position, the corps said in a 
statement: “We and the basii 
[militant volunteers] are 
ready to help the oppressed, 
meek people of Afghanistan, 
"The Taliban criminals and 
their backers should know 
that Iran's Revolutionary 
Guards are ready to take 
revenge by revolutionary three 
on behalf of the oppressed." 

The Taliban also fuelled the 
tension. “Iran must know that 
if the soil of Afghanistan is at- 
tacked, we will target Iranian 


cities and the entire responsi- 
bility will rest with Iranian 
authorities.’* a spokesman, 
wakfi Ahmed, said. 

He added: "We do not want 
a war with Iran, but if Iran 
attacks we will take all poss- 
ible necessary measures.'* He 
said border positions had 
been reinforced to counter 
Iran's military build-up. 

A few hours before the 
statements from Tehran, the 
bodies of six Ir anian diplo- 
mats and a journalist fcriipH 
by the Taliban last month 
when they captured the 
northern city of Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif from the opposition were 
returned to Iran’s capital. 

President Mohammed Kha- 
taini. ' other governfoeiit lead- 
ers and most of the diplomatic 
corps turned out to receive 
the bodies -at the airport The 
flag-draped coffins were taken 
from a military transport 
plane by a guard of honour 
and carried to Mr Khatami to 
be reviewed. 

But toe stately decorum 
was broken when relatives of 
the seven men pushed 
through a security cordon and 
mobbed the president chant- 
ing “Khatami, revenge!” and 
"Death to the Taliban!” 

The Taliban returned the 
bodies shortly after scoring 
another victory in Afghani- 
stan, driving the Iranian- 
backed Hizbe Wahadat fac- 
tion out of its stronghold In 
the central town of Bamiyan. 
The faction is drawn from the 
Shiite Muslim minority. 

Bamiyan was attacked de- 


spite military exercises on 
the border by the Revolu- 
tionary Guards and an an- 
nouncement on Saturday that 

200.000 regular troops would 
soon be sent there for Iran's 
biggest-ever war games. 

The fall of Bamiyan 
prompted Ayatollah Kha- 
menei to warn that the region 
was on the brink of a confla- 
gration which could only be 
averted if the Taliban aban- 
doned their current course. 

Despite the rhetoric, there 
is little sense in Tebian of a 
country about to plunge into 
war — and little appetite for it 
on the part of ordinary Irani- 
ans. Memories of the disas- 
trous eight-year conflict with 
Iraq, which ended in 1988. are 
still strong, and most Irani- 
ans are more concerned with 
surviving the current eco- 
nomic slump. 

Western diplomats said the 
latest Iranian warning came 
as the united Nations Security 
Council was preparing to meet 
to discuss the situation In Af- 
ghanistan. Iran is pressing the 
UN to take strong action to 
halt Talihan etn>w»s . 

. Tension is undoubtedly 
high and toe risk of conflict is 
real. But toe impression that 
Iran's more incendiary state- 
ments might be intended 
largely far external consump- 
tion was reinforced by the 
fact that Ayatollah Khamen- 
ei’s statement yesterday was 
barely mentioned in Tehran 
Radio’s news bulletins. 

Jim Muir is the BBC’s Middle 
Bast correspondent 


Defiant Taliban say 
they are ready for 
the counter-attack 


Richard Gal pin In Kabiri 


T he Taliban militia in 
Afghanistan are con- 
solidating their hold 
on the country after 
capturing the last big town 
controlled by the opposi- 
tion alliance, and are 
advancing towards the 
Panjshir valley — the one 
remaining opposition 
stronghold and the base of 
the renowned Commander 
Ahmed Shah Massoud. 

Taliban troops stormed 
the capital of the central 
province of Bamiyan at the 
weekend after apparently 
encountering little resis- 
tance from the Iranian- 
backed opposition faction 
Hizbe Wahadat, whose 
headquarters were in the 
town. 

Independent sources con- 
firmed the fan of Bandyan 
town, saying that the fight- 
ing had not been heavy and 
they did not expect casu- 


ally figures to be high. 
“Hie atmosphere in the 
town Is reasonably calm,” a 
source said, “and so far we 
.have not heard any reports 
of any reprisals by the Tali- 
ban against the minority 
Shiite population which 
dominates the area.” 

Earlier, Amnesty Inter- 
national warned that tens 
of thousands of Shiites in 
Bamiyan province were in 
danger of “deliberate and 
arbitrary” killing by the 
advancing Taliban forces, 
who are predominantly 

S tttitiI M neliwin . 

Amnesty called for imme- 
diate action “to prevent a 
massacre similar to the 
death of thousands of civil- 
ians following the takeover 
of Mazar-i- Sharif on August 

The Taliban denied that 
there had been any system- 
atic T rfihug in Mazar-I-SIut- 
rif. Their supreme leader. 
Mullah Mohammed Omar, 
has Issued orders to his 


troops to ensure the safety 
of all civilians and prison- 
ers-of-war captured during 
the offensive against Ba- 
miyan, the heartland of the 
Shiite population in Af- 
ghanistan. His orders have 
been broadcast repeatedly 
on the Taliban's Radio 
Shariat. 

In contrast to their con- 
tinued refusal to allow in- 
ternational aid agencies — 
apart from the Interna- 
tional Red Cross — or Jour- 
nalists to visit Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif, Taliban leaders have 
called on the United 
Nations and foreign aid 
agencies to send humani- 
tarian assistance to the 

population of Bamiyan as 

soon as possible. 

The ministry of foreign 
affairs said: “Bamiyan 
province has been conquer- 
ed and peace and security 
maintained and at present 
the people of the province 
are In argent need of hu- 
manitarian assistance.” 


The Taliban offensive, 
which began in northern 
Afghanistan in July and 
has decimated the opposi- 
tion forces, continues un- 
abated. despite increas- 
ingly bellicose statements 
from neighbouring Iran, 
which has massed a huge 
military force along the 
border and is threatening 
imminent action against 
the Taliban. 

It is expected that up to 

250,000 troops backed by 
tanks, heavy artillery and 
attack aircraft will soon be 
standing by just a few miles 
from Af ghan soil. 

Relations between the 
two .countries have been 
tense since 10 Iranian dip- 
lomats and a journalist 
working for the official 
news agency Irna disap- 
peared after the fall of Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif 

On Thursday the Taliban 
finally admitted that the 
Iranians had been killed by 
their troops. But they said 
the troops had not been act- 
ing under orders, and 
refused to arrest anyone. 

Taliban leaders said the 
Iranians were not diplo- 
mats but intelligence offi- 
cials working with the 
Afghan opposition. 

After the bodies of seven 
of the diplomats were re- 
turned to Iran on Monday 
night. Tehran vowed to 
avenge their deaths and 
announced that it was pat- 
ting its troops on fall alert 
“for the speedy implemen- 


tation of whatever deci- 
sions the authorities deem 
necessary”. 

Iran’s hostility towards 
the Taliban is deep and 
long-standing. It regards 
the Taliban militia as anti- 
Iranian, anti-Shia and a 
creation of Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and the United 
States. 

Ever since the Taliban 
emerged as a force in 1994. 
Iran has provided arms and 
money to the alliance of 
Afghan opposition parties 
to help them cut the Tali- 
ban down to size. 

But the policy has foiled 
and, with their recent mili- 
tary successes, the Taliban 
militia have extended their 
control over more than 
90 per cent of the country. 

The question is whether 
Iran will sit and watch 
from the sidelines as its cli- 
ents in Afghanistan are 
crushed, or whether it will 
take the huge risks in- 
volved in a direct military 
intervention. 

Whatever it decides, the 
Taliban say they are ready. 
Thousands of troops have 
been moved to the border 
area in western Afghani- 
stan and local civilians 
have been armed- 

“The Taliban army and 
all Afghans are prepared 
Tor any attack by Iran,” 
Wakil Ahmed Mutawkll, a 
senior Taliban spokesman, 
said as the offensive 
against the opposition force 
continued. 



Iraqis warned 
not to carry out 
Unscom threat 


Diplomatic Ecfitor 


I RAQ was warned last night 
not to carry out its threat 
to stop cooperating with 
United Nations weapons in- 
spectors as the United States 
and Britain braced themselves 
for a new crisis in the Gulf 
Insisting that Washington 
was not distracted by Presi- 
dent BUI Clinton's domestic 
problems, US officials urged 
Saddam Hussein not to raise 
toe stakes by accepting toe 
Iraqi parliament's call to sus- 
pend toe work of toe UN 
Special Commission, Unscom. 

There is a growing tear that 
he may bring toe latest con- 
frontation to boiling point 
next week when world lead- 
ers meet in the UN General 
Assembly in New York. 

President Saddam convenes 
his Revolutionary Command 
Council tomorrow to consider 
his options. Washington and 
London hope that diplomacy 
will save them from having to 
use force, for which they have 
little appetite and no interna- 
tional support. 

The prospects for a peaceful 
outcome rest with Kofi An- 
nan, toe UN secretary-gen- 
eral, who promised a “com- 
prehensive - review” of ON 
policy on Iraq after the Secu- 
rity Council last week sus- 
pended its reviews of the crip- 
pling economic sanctions 
imposed after toe 1990 Inva- 
sion of Kuwait 
Unscom has to verify that 
Iraq hac eliminate d all its nu- 
clear. /fliPwiiwiT and b MCtfcal 
weapons before sancti o ns can 
be eased or lifted. Without the 
reviews, normally conducted 


every 60 days, no c h ange is 
possible. 

Iraq successfully exploited 
international divisions and 
sanctions fatigue in early 
August when it announced 
that it would stop co-operat- 
ing with Unscom unless it 
was restructured to reduce 
what it called excessive US 
influence. 

Unscom’s long-term moni- 
toring has continued but 
there have been no inspec- 
tions since then, and yester- 
day officials in New York de- 
scribed the mood cf Unscom 
workers as “dejected". 

Scott Ritter, a former in- 
spector, accused the US and 
Britain of blocking certain In- 
spections of weapon sites and 
weakening m their resolve to 
confront Baghdad. Both insist 
that they are committed to 
the foil implementation of the 
UN resolutions and that any 
changes have been tactical. 

“If Saddam wants to raise 
toe stakes there are possibili- 
ties on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic for a change of tactics,” 
one diplomat warned. 

On Monday toe US said it 
would ask the Security Coun- 
cil to take further steps 
against Iraq if Baghdad sus- 
pended Unscom activities. 

Iraq was high on the 
agenda for talks in London 
yesterday between the Prime 
Minis ter. Tony Blair, and 
Crown Prince Abdullah, heir 
to the Saudi throne. 

Hamad Youssef Hlimmadi 


a key adviser to President 
Saddam, said in an article 
published by the official al- 
Qadissiya newspaper yester- 
day that there was “no option 
far Iraq but to freeze ... coop- 
eration with Unscom", 


Black believers 
keep faith with 
Clinton project 


Julian Borger 
tn Washington 


POSTER on the notice- 
board in the Potomac 
housing es- 
tate declares: “I believe in 
the sun. even when it 
doesn't shine. I believe in 
love even If I don't it- 1 

believe In God, even though 
I do not see Him.** 
in Precinct 91 — deep in 
Washington's high-crime, 
mainly black south-east, 
they also believe in William 
Jefferson Clinton, even 
though he was unfaithful 
and lied about it. 

Yvonne Kelly, who takes 
blood samples at the 
nearby DC General Hospi- 
tal, has been bursting to ex- 
plain to someone the foun- 
dations of her faith. 

. “Hie didn’t kill no one. He 
didn’t break into any place. 
He didn't steal no money. 
He made a mistake.” she 
said. 

“It took Ken Starr four 
a nd a half years and S45 il- 
II on to teH me where Clin- 
ton puts his penis. There's a 
whole lot of things they 
could have spent the money 
on down here.” 

In Precinct 91, where the 
money goes is felt as imme- 
diately and intensely as the 
hot humid weather. And 
for the last few years under 
Mr Clinton's watch, more 
money has been coming to 
the south side. 

“There used to be people 
sleeping on the grass here 
and lying on the grates.” 
said Ruth Nixon, Mrs Kel- 
ly’s neighbour. “And there 
used to be shooting every 


night — by all the drug 
dealers hanging on the cor- 
ners. Now there’s much 
less. There’s more police 
around. They moved them 
into the neighbourhood.” 

“It’s Clinton that put all 
the police around the 
conntry. He put in the 
school lunch programmes 
like at this school here”, 
Mrs Kelly added, pointing 
to the nearby Catharine 
Watkins Elementary 
School. “And when they 
were going to close down 
the hospital where I work, 
he stopped them.” 

Black America is staying 
loyal to Mr Clinton, and 
Washington, which is two- 
thirds African-American, is 
his heartland, in Congress 
members of the black cau- 
cus were almost alone in 

trying to stop publication 
of the Starr Report. 

The man most likely to be 
Washington's next mayor, 
Anthony Williams, arrived 
at the Watkins School on a 
campaign visit for yester- 
day’s mayoral primaries. 

Mr Williams, a Democrat 
said the Starr Report had 
not even unsettled his cam- 
paign. “I haven’t heard one 
question about it — not one 
in the whole campaign.” 

At the entrance to the Po- 
tomac Gardens flats, a 
small crowd who had come 
to vote gathered to voice 
pro-Clinton sentiments 
they felt were being ig- 
nored in the white-owned 
Washington press. 

Will Hill, aged 50. an 
office worker, said: 
“Reagan lied to toe people 
and he got an airport 
named after him now.” 


EMERGENCY 


Right now in Bangladesh 20 million people 
face malnutrition and fatal diseases. 


Roods have engulfed three-quarters of the country, 
ravaging nearly 30,000 villages, destroying crops, 
and making millions of people homeless. People 
have no clean drinking water or sanitation, and are 
vulnerable to potentially fata) water-borne diseases. 

Your gift can help save lives 
Oxfam is helping people to move to shelters, where 
they are safe from toe floods. We are providing food, 
dean drinking water, and medicines. 

But we need more money urgently . There will be no 
harvest this Autumn, and starvation is a real threat 

The people of South Asia need your help may. 

'Just £25 will buy food for 16 people for three weeks. 

Please, send yonr gift to the 

Oxfam Flood Appeal 


Oxfam. Room BA10. FREEPOST. Oxfod 0X2 76ft 


Yes, I want to help save lives. 

Here is my gift of: 

£25 □ £50 □ £100 □ £250 □ 

Mr. Mrs. Mss. Ms 

Address 




| Postcode | 

| Please send to: Oxfam. Room BA 10, FREEPOST. Oxford 0X2 7BR | 

| Flood Appeal Line ©Q1865 313131 | 
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Comment 


Matthew 

Norman 




EARNING: It is not 
for nothing that I 
have banned read- 
ers under 25 from reading 
this column without a 
signed note from parents or 
legal guardians, and what 
follows is not for the squea- 
mish. Ann Widdecombe, 

I'm talking to yon. Stop 
reading now, and behave. It 
concerns a footnote from 
the Starr report which ap- 
pears on some web sites, bat 
has been excised from the 
official Congress one, and is 
appended to the body of the 

text dealing with January 7. 

“Ms Lewinsky testified that 
daring this bathroom en- 
counter, she and the presi- 
dent kissed and be touched 
her bare breasts with his 
hands and his month. The 
president *was talking 
about performing oral sex 
on me.* according to Ms 
Lewinsky. But she stopped 
him because she was men- 
struating. and he did not 
Ms Lewinsky did perform 
oral sex on him (210).’’ And 
so to footnote 210. “ 210 . 
Lewinsky 8/26/98. Depo. at 
20. They engaged in oral- 
anal contact as welL” An en- 
chanting image. Who was 
doing it to the other (or 
whether it was mutual) is 
unclear. But this is pre- * 
cisely the sort of detail sure 
to play real good with the 
God-fearing Baptist folk— 
people like Bill himself, in 
file t — in the deep South. 

KANWM1LE, news 
of an unusually 
stern judgment on 
the president reaches the 
Diary. “Yes, the president 
should resign, he has lied to 
the American people time 
and time again and has be- 
trayed their trust,” 
thunders this Draconian 
figure. “He is no longer an 
effective leader. Knee he 
has admitted guilt there is 
no reason to put the Ameri- 
can people through an im- 
peachment. He will serve 
absolutely no purpose In 
finishing out his term. The 
only possible solution is for 
this president to save dig- 
nity and resign.” Strong 
words, but not new ones. 
They were spoken in 1974 
about Richard Nixon, by a 
certain William J Clinton. 

F OR reasons of balance, 
the scheduled extract 
from All For Love by 
Rizla Rosie Boycott cannot 
appear in the same column 
as footnote 210. Nor is there 
room for Diary vicar the 
Rev Steve Chalke, who is 
busy preparing a sermon on 
the subject of repentance; 
and who consents to act as 
pastoral leader at the 
Diary's inaugural Prayer 
Breakfast. My apologies to 
both. They will return soon. 

O NE Labour Confer- 
ence highlight this 
year is an anti-PR 
meeting on September 28. 
Joining Dennis Sldnner at 
the Imperial Hotel will be 
that other class warrior of 
the left, Helen Brlntonl 
Elsewhere, alas. Helen con- 
tinues to struggle. Yester- 
day. Indeed, my so-called 
rival in the Times reported 
that the android MP must 
attend an emergency meet- 
ing of the Peterborough 
Labour party on Friday, to 
discuss all the bad publicity 
. . . but hang on, I’m sure I 
read that somewhere be- 
fore. Not to worry. Anyone 
at Friday’s meeting who 
feels powerless to subjugate 
the urge to discuss It may 
call the Diary next Monday. 



Blinded by science, Darwinians 
say monogamy is for wimps 

Birds do it, 
Bill does it 



My pro-American ism has been 
tested, but not to destruction 


Jonathan! 

Freedland 


O! 


N July the Fourth I 
{celebrated Indepen- 
dence Day with a new 
experience. 1 published a 
book called Bring Home the 
I iV» Revolution: How Britain can 

in Washington live the American Dream. It 
argues that despite, all the 
junk we import from the 
United States, there are 
plenty of gems we are leaving 
behind. It suggests that the 
founding ideal of the US is a 
model Britain should aspire 
to. that America's political 
culture boasts greater democ- 
racy, liberty and even equal- 
ity than our own. Better still, 
such a model is not alien to 
Britain: on the contrary, the 
American revolution was the 
fruit of British radical 
dreams we had let slip away. 
It was our revolution — and it 
is time to bring it back home. 

On Friday night I was stand- 
ing at the steps of the US 
Capitol, a few hours after the 
release of the first semi-porno- 
graphic work published by a 
government stationery office. 
The Starr Report was out and I 
was about to discuss it on 
Radio 5 Live. Through my 
headphones I could hear Brian 
Hayes, introducing me as the 
author of a book on how Brit- 
ain might live the American 
dream. “WeD, if s all a bit of a 
nightmare now isn't it?” 

And that's the challenge 
Bill Clinton and his trouser- 
dropping habits have dumped 
on me. As one colleague put 
it, my thesis Is being “de- 
struction-tested**. Somehow I 
have to prove that a country 
which can be shaken to the 
core by the seamy tale of a 
man. a woman and a cigar, 
has nevertheless set a lead 
worth following. Just two 
months Into the task of per- 
suading my fellow Britons 
that America has something 


to teach us, the US has de- 
scended into a collective 
tragi -comedy, part Richard 
Nixon, part Harold Robbins. 

Still, I can recover. For the 
Zlppergate ordeal does not ex- 
pose the American dream as a 
nightmare. Chi the contrary, 
the entire bizarre saga has 
highlighted some of the coun- 
try's strengths. One is sur- 
prising. Liberal Brits like to 
disdain the Americans as pu- 
ritanical Biblebashers, too 
unsophisticated to dose their 
eyes to a private relationship 
between a man and his mis- 
tress. They contrast the US 
response to Bill and Monica 
with France’s admirable in- 
dulgence of Francois Mitter- 
and’s long-term affair with 
the Mademoiselle X who bore 
him a child. America is a 
nation of prudes. 

Wrong. The US doctorate 
has been utterly Continental 
in its approach to Us philan- 
dering president It voted for 
Clinton not once, but twice — 
each time aware of his sexual 
appetites. Americans knew 
he'd fooled around with Gen- 
nifer Flowers when they 
voted for him in 1992. and 
they believed he’d exposed 
himself to Paula Jones when 
they backed him again in 
1996. In January 1998, when 
Monica's name first broke 
radar, Clinton's poll rating 
did not plunge as outrage 
swept a strait-laced America: 
it went up by 10 points. Even 
now he retains two-thirds 
support. America doesn't 
mind the sex — if s the lying 
it can't stand. 

Next time you hear an anti- 
American smugly decry the 
smalltown mentality of the 
US. just imagine the British 
reaction If Tony Blair had 
been caught doing a 21 -year- 
old work experience girl in- 


side Number 10: he'd have 
been out within a week. 

America is a much more 
forgiving country. Sometimes 
the habit verges on the ab- 
surd: witness televangelist 
Jimmy Swaggarfs weeping 
apology for sinning with 
prostitute (several Democrats 
believe Clinton would be in 
less trouble now If only he’d 
shown his own contrition 
with “a foil Swaggart”.) But 
America's willingness to give 
the fallen a second chance can 
be inspiringly humane. 

Marion Barry, the mayor of 
Washington, DC, went to Jail 
after he was caught smoking 
crack cocaine on camera. He 
came out of prison, ran for 
mayor again — and won. At 
his re-inaguration ceremony 
in 1995, Barry’s voice rang 
out “Amazing Grace! How 
sweet the sound, That saved a 
wretch like me.” (Also Clin- 
ton’s favourite hymn.) 


Bi 


EST of all has been the 
quality of debate. 
Speeches on the House 
floor _ have been first-class 
and, whfie the British press 
has been chasing rumours of 
a “second woman”, the US 
media has immersed itself in 
matters of constitutional law 
and history. Television an- 
chors are asking more ques- 
tions about the 14th century 
British origins of “high 
crimes and misdemeanours” 
than they are about the White 
House pizza run. 

Which brings us to Ameri- 
ca's most enduring jewel: the 
Constitution. The saga un- 
folding now is not a constitu- 
tional crisis: there’s a proce- 
dure for It, written Into that 
almost mathematically bal- 
anced document. The Found- 
ing Fathers thought of every- 
thing. Lest a president be a 


victim of a narrowly partisan 
witch-hunt, he must be con- 
victed by two-thirds of the 
senate — in other words, he 
cannot be impeached unless 
he has lost the support of his 
own party. & needs the con- 
demnation of the House, too. 
Ifs all designed to ensure -no 
US leader can be removed by 
the kind of overnight palace 
com> made easy by Britain's 
parliamentary system. 

Congressmen tread warily 
in this territory, mindful that 
the president — uniquely — is 
the choice of the entire Ameri- 
can people. To remove him is 
to overturn their decision: no 
small matter in a nation where 
the people, rather than the 
Crown or Parliament, is sover- 
eign. Thafs why the House 
wants all the Starr evidence, 
Including Clinton’s ‘video- 
taped testimony, made public 
it believes nothing should be 
held back from the people. In 
contrast with Whitehall's cult 
of secrecy, Washington 
regards itself as a mere ser- 
vant of the citizenry: the 
people are the boss, with a 
right to know what actions are 
taken in their name. 

That goes for the president, 
too. For all the grandeur of 
his office, he is ultimately an 
employee of the nation. The 
US system allows him no de- 
lusions: as Teddy Roosevelt 
said In 1904, “No man is 
above the law and no man is 
below tt." Bin Clinton may be 
about to learn that lesson the 
hard way. paying for it with 
his career. That would be a 
nightmare for bim, but for 
America it would be proof 
that the dream of egalitarian 
self-government lives on — all 
the stronger for being tested. 


world is contemplat- 
ing the puzzle of adul- 
tery. Right across the 
globe, amnwg all kinria of cul- 
tures, it goes to the heart of 
human experience. Hie global 
alpha-male been caught at 
it Pathetic stand-up tumb- 
lings in a ha H imwn thrtBrtwi 

to destroy the ruler of the uni- 
verse and everyone wants to 
know why. Humbug, hypocri- 
sy and hysteria abound. All 
the same, why did he do it? 

A herd of socio-biologists 
and evolutionary theorists 
are stampeding about offer- 
ing scientific explanations. It 
has to be, it’s in the genes. 
Writing in the New Yorker 
recently, distinguished evolu- 
tionary psychologist Steven 
Pinker gave his view of the 
Clinton affair: “Most human 
drives have ancient Darwin- 
ian rationales.” All men want 
a lot of women, but only pow- 
erful and rich men can get 
them. All through history 
power and sex have gone hand 
la . hand. Emperors of Baby- 
lon, China, Egypt or the Az- 
tecs all had thousands of 
breeding concubines, propa- 
gating the tyrant’s selfish 
genes. Old fashioned histori- 
ans thought concubines were 
just another perk of power, 
but modern Darwinians say 
pursuit of women is the entire 
purpose of power. 

So, he writes about Clinton, 
“powerful male politicians 
may face temptations that 
most of their constituents do 
not”. He adds that another 
primal force may also be at 
work: “Anyone who has what 
it takes to rise to the top of a 
profession. — say, getting 
'elected president — is likely 
to be a risktaker, a strategist 
and a moral utilitarian.’ 

In other words, Clinton 
can’t help it. None of us can 
help anything. First the 
Marxists, then the Freudians 
and now the Darwinians find 
a detennlnist answer to 
everything that makes us 
human. (There seems to be a 
strong mlUennialist taste now 
for belief in outside forces 
that control us — tarot cards, 
astrology.) The Darwinian ex- 
planation for Clinton behav- 
ing badly is just one example 
of how this new science is 
creeping insidiously into our 
thought, offering too glib 
answers. It may be based on' 
good science, but it's in dan- 
ger of becoming a belief 


The zoologists, with a cer- 
Han anthropomorphism, are 
also busy detecting our sexual 
origins. Take the case of the 
showily monogamous swal- 
lows, swooping in and out of 
their apparently monoga- 
mous nests. They fooled the 
birdwatchers for years with a 
display of life-long faithful- 
ness — only to be discovered 
ho nkin g behind the ornitholo- 
gists’ hide: researchers found 
that a third of their offspring 
were the result of adulterous 
affairs. This secret behaviour 
of swallows, sparrows and 
others explains the secrecy 
and privacy of sex. And the 
highest-ranking birds are the 
most adulterous: Bill and 
Monica again. 

Monogamy, according to 
Darwinians, is mainly for 
wimps. Ifs for the men whose 
only hope is to hold on to one 
mate. Most early societies 
were polygamous: a few males 
get a lot of sex and many get 
none. In monogamy, like 
socialism; everyone gets the 
same, (but as with socialism, 
it may turn out to be a law of 
diminishing returns). 

These thinkers seem to envy 
ATiimwlf they know who they 
are, always behaving the 
same, generation after genera- 
tion, following predetermined 
patterns of behaviour, no wor- 
ries. Humans don't know who 
they are. or what's “natural" 
to them. But I wouldn’t choose 
the evolutionary biologists or 
the zoologists to find that 
answer. Good sociology, that 
unfashionable and despised 
discipline, canteH us far more 
about ourselves, with a lot less 
near-mysticism. For the Dar- 
winian version of human na- 
ture is an Inadequate thing. 

Their explanation of din- 
ton is a good case in point 
Primal alpha-male behaviour 
might do well In the savannah 



Bring Home the Revolution is 
published by 4th Estate. 


S voting for the NEC 
hots up. New Labour 
IMPS find a deli- 
ciously cunning method of 
influencing voters. WH For- 
rester writes from Worces- 
ter enclosing the letter sent 
to him by local MP Mike 
Foster, tireless defender of 
the fox. who encourages 
him to vote for the slate of 
six candidates preferred by 
the leadership. Attached to 

this, meanwhile, is a yellow 
post-it note. “Don’t forget to 
vote in the NEC ballot,” 
reads the message, in a 
scrawly hand. “It’s impor- 
tant. Closing date is 2Bth 
September.” The signatory 
is Mr Tony Blair. “I don’t 
know which bright spark 
thought this up.” writes Mr 
Forrester, “bat it insults 
our intelligence''. 

I T Is cheering to learn 
that Boots intends to 
remove risque Images 
from film rolls to save cli- 
ents' embarrassment. Let’s 
hope more prurient devel- 
opers take note. A few years 
ago, Julia Somerville was 
unfairly arrested after film 
of her child in the bath was 
handed in for development 
to a London branch of a 
chemists . . .what wasit 
called? Ah yes. Boots. 


Some ministers do not understand Treasury euphemisms. The agenda is raising unemployment 

Union blues 


Peter Robinson 


HIS week a very impres- 
sive number of senior 
Labour ministers' are 
giving speeches at the TUG 
conference. This would seem 
to indicate that the Govern- 
ment still believes that a pro- 
ductive relationship with the 
union movement is impor- 
tant On the other hand, min- 
isters are delivering mes- 
for example on the 
economy and on public sector 
pay. which are not going 
down at all well. 

Of course, after 18 years of 
Conservative government 
and significant reforms to in- 
dustrial relations law, during 
which time union member- 
ship fell by two-fifths, the 
unions are a very different 
force. The “new unionism" 
stresses the benefits to be 
gained from a partnership 
with employers, while union 
members are increasingly 
being offered a wide range of 
services and benefits. 

The unions have changed 
and so has their relationship 


with Labour. Understandably 
and perhaps rightly. Labour 
has wanted to modernise its 
links with the unions, estab- 
lishing a better balance in its 
relationships with both sides 
of Industry. New Labour has 
bent over backwards to be seen 
to be friendly to the business 
community, by stressing some 
or the goals which all share, 
Such as securing a good eco- 
nomic performance. 

Yet as this week is showing 
the tensions are there. Over- 
riding everything Is the econ- 
omy. The Government’s eco- 
nomic policy is based on the 
belief that unemployment Is 
now too low and needs to rise 
by up to 500,000 if Inflationary 
pressure is to be contained. 
This is being achieved 
through high interest rates, 
and a high exchange rate, 
which hits manufacturing 
particularly hard. The Gov- 
ernment also wants to hold 
down public sector pay as 
part of its anti-inflationary 
strategy. This means that the 
squeeze is impacting on the 
two sectors where the unions 
are still at their strongest 


The unions do not like this 

agenda. At an intellectual 
level they simply disagree, as 
I do. with the macroeconomic 
orthodoxy which says unem- 
ployment has to go up to con- 
tain inflation. At the human 
level they can see the gather- 
ing Impact on their members. 

Government ministers are 
lining up to say that there 
will be no change in economic 
policy. Part of the problem Is 
that I do not think some of 
these ministers really under- 
stand the Treasury’s eco- 
nomic agenda, buried as it is 
in the euphemistic language 
of economics which Is 
matched only by that of the 
Pentagon. 

Does John Prescott know 
that the “period of below- 
trend growth” called for in 
Gordon Brown's Budget 
really means a period of ris- 
ing unemployment and, if he 
did, would he be as angry as 
his union colleagues? 

The continuation by this 
government of a tough stance 
on public sector pay looks 
unsustainable in the long 
run. Again it is not hard to 


sympathise with union obser- 
vations that the Govern- 
ment’s aspirations for the 
health service and education 
requires motivated public 
sector workers whose pay is 
not ea ch year falling further 
behind average wminp 
Possibly the most robust set 
of policies to have emerged so 
far from this government has 
been the measured re-regula- 
tion of the labour mark** 
drawn up by the Department 
for Trade and Industry. De- 
spite union disappointment 
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over the level of the proposed 
minimum wage, the “Fairness 


at Work” White Paper did live 
up to its hilling in terms of 
Striking the right bala nce be- 
tween providing a minimum , . 1U 

set qf standards, without losing learn how we would behave if 
some of me advantages of the we only followed our true na- 


TEP far along this path 
and we enter dangerous 
realms. Searching for 
our origins as if they deter- 
mined our own behaviour, we 
are in danger of missing the 
point of humanity altogether 
we are not as other animals. 

For a start we are uniquely 

seif-conscious. By a strange 
parados; it’s that very self-con- 
scio usne ss that makes us seek 
our lost, imaginary “h uman 
nature”. Ifs like looking for 
Shangri-la or Atlantis- 
In search of it, anthropolo- 
gists examine tribesun- 
touched by modem man , zool- 
ogists look at our animal 
cousins, while palaeontolo- 
gists dig up our ancestors to 


Adultery as the foot 
print of our primal 
ancestor stamped 
on to our brain 


tuiuThe Darwinians con- 
clude that we stopped in the 
Pleistocene age. two million 
years ago, as hunter-gatherers 
o p the savannah. It was then, 
according to current theory, 
that the fateful die was cast 


UK's relatively less regulated 
labour market 

However, there is still a lot 
of detail to be worked out and 
the new Secretary of State 
seems less keen than his pre- 
decessor on some features of ^ 

toe package and more willing Man adapted to his environ- 

tn take into account business ment, and , well notohuz 

objections. So here too the 1 * 

potential for- a fixture falling 
out between toe Government 
and toe iminng exists. 

This will all be played out 
against toe backdrop of toe 
rise In unemployment hi de- 
termining how the relation- 
ship between the unions and 
the Labour Government, it 
was always going to be the 
economy, stupid, which really 
counted. 


since. That’s it, basically. In 
terms of sex, which drives 

everything else, males were 

Programmed to amass as 

many woman as they can and 
women to seek the highest 
status male (or males), and de- 
c eit wm the key to our success. 
Outwitting one another in 


Peter Robinson Is senior 
economist at tbe Institute for 
Public Policy Research 
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brains and gave us dominion 
over the earth. So adultery and 

deceit is the footprint of our 
primal ancestor stamped upon 
our brain: thafs Bill and Mon- 
ica explained! 




but it has destroyed him in 
the Oval office. We are the 
most successful and adapt- 
able species an earth, so how 
come we are still ruled by evo- 
lutionary urges that are posi- 
tively dangerous to us? 

Fure evolutionary theory 
offers a pretty bleak portrait 
of ourselves. Undoubtedly we 
are adulterous, murderous, 
jealous, selfish and so on, and 

maybe partly for the reasons 

they give. But their vision is 
paltry. It leaves out too mnrh 

Morality and free will are 

only the first casualties. But 
consider art Or fun and plea- 
sure. Sex these days has very 
tittle to do with procreation, 
and toe last thing on earth 
Clinton was trying to do was 

^impregnate his concubine, 
wbat about fashion? Part of 
what makes us human is the 

thirst for the new. the itch oT 

boredom, a prime motive for 
mischief or for progress. 

Or toye, what of that? Or lone- 
liness? AH these are things we 
recognise as powerful motives 
for human behaviour. Not the 
Darwinians. 

As to why Clinton did it, 
your guess about his charac- 
ter Is as good as mine, but I 
think I would put the mating 
*®vannah lowish on 
the list In future this line of 
mquinr may come to look as 
eccentric as eugenics. Deter- 
ftoresio that denies us much 
individuality may go out of 
fashion. Are we really 
cfcatofl to our past, all pro- 
gress impossible? 


4 





9 






f TiT'**? 1 *• 

jair^v ’ 


Is do it, 
ioes it 



'/^Guardian 

Wednesctey September 16 1998 
taition Number 47284 

Road ’ London EC1R 3ER 
Tel No: 0171-2782332 

Fax No: 0171-8374530 
^: n ? ai . l: le tters@g U ardian.co.uk 
Website: http://www.guardian.co.uk 


‘When we are old and poor, 
sex is about the only 
free pleasure left 9 

John Richards, Letters 
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A lifeline 

for the poor 

But it needs commitment 

A tte Prime IVDiiister descrflaed it 

as the most important innovation in govern- 
nient since Labour came to power: th** 
establishment of the Social Exclusion Unit 
Its remit was to tackle “the greatest social 
crisis of our tunes" — the millions of people 
who lack the means to participate in the 
economic, social, cultural and political life 
in Britain today. Yesterday it produced its 
third and most important report. It 
addresses the most daunting challenge on 
its agenda: the 4 million people living an the 
nation’s 4,000 worst housing estates. It is a 
triumph for the team with a dear analysis, 
sensible pilot programme, and a coherent 
long-term strategy which offers poor neigh- 
bourhoods their best hope for years. 

The poor have every reason to be wary. 
Eight different national programmes to 
rehabilitate Britain’s most disadvantaged 
urban areas have been launched since 1969. 
Three decades on, deprivation is worse, 
social disadvantages even more acute and 
densely concentrated, and the gap between 
these communities and the comfortable ma- 
jority even wider. Compared to three de- 
cades ago, the communities face an even 
harder row to make any headway upstream. 
Yesterday’s report provides berth the dry 
statistics — enormously higher rates of 
unemployment crime and teenage pregnan- 
cies alongside enormously lower rates of 
literacy, numeracy and work skills — with a 
taste of what it is like to live on such estates: 
the dirt needles, harassment and fear. 


What went wrung? A mixture of social 
and economic change, misguided interven- 
tions, and government inaction. There was 
no national policy to deal with structural 
decline, too many solutions parachuted in 
from outside, too much emphasis on physi- 
cal renewal and too little on social organisa- 
tion. There was poor co-ordination — at 
local and national level — too many inflexi- 
ble rules and even contradictory criteria 
between different but parallel programmes. 

Will national programme number be 
any better? The complete blueprint has not 
yet been drawn up. Ministers have em- 
barked on a 10 to 20-year programme. There 
will be 17 pilot areas this year in which 
regeneration ideas can be tested and new 
lessons learned. Some lessons have already 
been taken on board. There will be a new 
emphasis on locally led initiatives, new 
forms of co-ordination, and wider participa- 
tion will be sought Over the next three 
years the New Deal for Communities will 
provide £800 million for local projects, the 
Sure Start programme £540 million for chil- 
dren’s services, and the Single Regeneration 
Budget another £2 billidn. Each of the 50 
most deprived districts is being guaranteed 
a major regeneration programme. 

The most fascinating innovation is the 18 
new task forces, drawn from 10 Whitehall 
departments but including outside experts 
and community workers, each with a minis- 
ter at its head “to tackle the missing bit of 
the jigsaw". Each will work on a specific 
issue ranging from attracting businesses, 
services and shops through to promoting 
community self-help. There is a bum to the 
report and an emphatic endorsement from 
the Prime Minister at yesterday’s launch of 
the New Deal in a deprived neighbourhood 
in Hackney successfully being regenerated. 
What are the doubts? First scale: 17 pilots 
(or 50 projects by 2002) leave 3£50 deprived 


ndghbourhoods still needing help. Second 
cost Hackney's scheme alone is priced at 
£97 milli on. Third delivery: there are no 
details how the local programmes will be 
delivered raising local council fears that 
ministers may be trying to bypass them. 
There are good, had and indifferent torai 
councils but they need to be involved, even 
if not necessarily in the lead. The main 
thrust is right What remains to be con- 
firmed is the long-term commitment 


No retreat 

Bosnia must keep Dayton rules 

BOSNIA’S latest ejections, the third since 
the Dayton agreement ended Europe’s worst 
war for half a century, were always a 
potential threat The risk was that over the 
last three years of peace the cautious effort 
by Western governments to weaken the 
country’s hardline nationalists would back- 
fire. As a result the country would slip back 
into the clutches of men who prefer parti- 
tion to the unitary state which the Dayton 
agreement proclaimed. 

Although the results from last weekend's 
voting are for from complete, the picture 
which seems to be emerging is disappoint- 
ing. In the Bosnian Serb entity, the so-called 
Republika Srpska, the Radical Party may 
have defeated the Western-supported Presi- 
dent Biljana Plavsic. It could also be on the 
way to winning a parliamentary majority in 
coalition with nationalists from the stable of 
the indicted war criminal, Radovan Karad- 
zic. The Bosnian Croat community has 
shown a similar tendency towards radical- 
lsation. Voters supported the more reaction- 
ary of file two Croatian candidates for 
Bosnia’s collective presidency. The appar- 
ent winner makes little secret of his desire 


to turn western Bosnia into a Croatian 
enclave to which Muslim and Serb refugees 
will have little chance of returning. 

If confirmed when the final results are 
known, today's trend may lead Western 
governments to despair of trying to restore 
a multi-ethnic Bosnia. There may be a 
.temptation to withdraw the 32,000 foreign 
troops who have kept the peace in Bosnia 
since 1995 and abandon the huge investment 
the West has made in reconstruction. This 
would be a serious mistake. The imperative 
is to forge ahead. Regardless of which 
parties bold office in Bosnia, the Dayton 
principles r emain in force. The West’s mis- 
take was to set too much store by holding 
ejections in Bosnia long before the condi- 
tions were ripe. When almost half the 
electorate are refugees, you cannot have a 
democratic polL 

The West's administrators in Bosnia 
should do several things. Enforce the prop- 
erty laws which make it possible for refu- 
gees to get back their homes. Build up the 
multi-ethnic police force with greater speed, 
so that minorities have more security. Dis- 
miss local officials who obstruct refugee 
return. The West allowed Bosnia's politi- 
cians too much power over the last three 
years. As a result the very nationalists who 
started the war were not challenged firmly. 
Now is the time to rectify the error. Go on 
with Dayton and do not retreat 


Starr wars 

Messaging is the medium 

PEOPLE will dispute for years whether the 
Starr report should have been published so 
quickly on the Internet There is certainly 
an argument that the report as a product of 
representative democracy, should have 


been left to the judiciary to mull over first 
What isn't in dispute is that this was a 
seminal moment in the ex-plosive history of 
the Internet — the largest act of simulta- 
neous publishing in history-. Millions 
around the world could read the indictment 
almost as soon the President (and with 
scant concern for the electronic trans- 
mission of pornography). Subscribers to 
America Online, the biggest gateway to the 
Web, for the first time spent more than 10 
million hours on line in a single day. AOL 
reckons that 750,000 full reports were down- 
loaded on to subscribers' hard disks. 

This reflects two of the great properties of 
the Net. One is to cut out the middle man 
and the other is that once one copy of a 
digitised product has been made, unlimited 
quantities can be delivered at no extra cost 
(Earlier this century the reports would have 
been bundled up, stamped, conveyed on 
lorries to waiting ships before taking a week 
to arrive in Britain.) Consumers were able 
to read Starr’s slant in full before journal- 
ists and TV commentators had themselves 
had time to filter it The messaging is the 
medium. Small wonder the Wall Street 
Journal was yesterday moved to quote the 
internet's spiritual godfather. Marshall Me- 
Luhan who coined the phrase “global vil- 
lage" as well as “the medium is the mes- 
sage". Some 34 years ago he said: “When 
information moves at the speed of signals in 
the central nervous system ... the old 
patterns of psychic and social adjustment 
become irrelevant" We are only just begin- 
ning to understand what he meant And the 
digital penny has yet to drop in Downing 
Street. Whitehall has moved swiftly to put 
official publications online and even allows 
live chat with ministers, but it hasn’t 
started to exploit the huge enabling possibil- 
ities of using tills exciting technology. What- 
ever happened to open government? 


Letters to the Editor 
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Third Way and 
the old way 

I N the summary of the Euro- 
pean centre-left (Pretty in 
pink, September 15) you failed 
to mention that social demo- 
cratic parties are in govern- 
ment in both Italy and Luxem- 
bourg as welL The Italian PDS 

(g the largest component of the 

Olive Tree coalition and a 
major player in the debate 
about the future of social de- 
mocracy . The Socialist Party 
of Luxembourg is a junior co- 
alition partner in that coun- 
try's government Both, par- 
ties are, as were all the other 
parties mentioned, members 
of the Party ofEurojtean 
Socialists. 

Nick Crook. 

PES Secretariat, Brussels. 

S PECULATION about the 
'Third Way” dominated 
German political discussion 
in the late 1920s and 1930s. 
What we got was the Third 
Reich. 

Des McConaghy. 

Liverpool. 

rxECCA Aitkenhead tells us 
L-Jshe knows what middle- 
aged. married men think 
about the Lewinsky scandal 
(He told lies, September 12). 

As I have never asked her to 
put anything of mine into her 
mouth, will she please stop 
Pitt ing her words into mine? 
Roger Moorhouse. 

Lancaster. 

D A VINA Arkell writes (Let- 
ters, September 12) that 
the old way formers treated 
their cattle after "service"’ is 
very close to a woman's or- 
gasm. I’ve never seen any sex 
manuals that recommend 
“chasing the cow with a stick 
to make her kick and arch her 
back”, but I suppose it’s worth 
a try. 

Paul Seligman. 

Cardiff. 


Please Include a postal address, 
even on e-mailed letters, and a 
daytime telephone number. 


Viagra: the downside 


I T WAS with some relief that 
I heard Frank Dobson an- 
nounce that Viagra would not 
be available on NHS prescrip- 
tion at present (Report, 
September 15). In our practice 
of 10;000 patients, I estimate •- 
we would need to offer ah addi- 
tional 800 consultations per 
year if 25 per cent of men with 
impotence come forward for 
treatment This is equivalent 
to an additional 52 surgery 
sessions — or 26 working days 
for one doctor. 

In all the discussion of the 
cost of treatment no one has 
considered where this time 
will come from. Either doctors 
will have to work longer 
hours, adding to their stress, 
and further exacerbating the 
recruitment problems faced 
by general practice, or 
patients with other conditions 
will get less time and lower 
quality care. 

Employing a locum might 
he an alternative if they were 
freely available, but this op- 
tion would cost the practice 
£4^00. (This is based on the 
assumption that 2 million men 
suffer from impotence; moni- 
toring the use of Viagra will 
require two, 10-minute con- 
sultations each year. The aver- 
age GP surgery has 15 pa- 
tients. BMA recommended 
pay rates for locums are cur- 
rently £32 pounds per hour.) 

Until these “costs” are in- 
cluded in the Government’s 


decision-making about the 
licensing ofVlagra I will em- 
pathise with my impotent 
p a ti en ts but give thanks that 
most of them decide not to 
consult me because they do 
not relish the alternative 
treatments available. 

Dr Adrian Hastings. 
Leicester. 

F RANK Dobson’s comments 
on Viagra and “infertility 
treatment for women" are 
misleading: about half of NHS 
regions do not fond any IVF- 
type treatments, even though 
IVF Is now a very routine pro- 
cedure with excellent results. 
Of the regions which do fund 
IVF treatments, the availabil- 
ity depends on certain criteria 
related to the woman’s age and 
whether there are previous 
children. 

The criteria differ from 
region to region. It is usual 
that three attempts are funded 
— compared with no funding 
in other regions. 

Infertility treatment is not 
just for women — it is for cou- 
ples — for potential families. 
Erectile dysfunction is only 
rarely the cause of Infertility. 
Low sperm count Is an in- 
creasingly common male- 
related cause and can he suc- 
cessfuHy treated by anlVF- 
related treatment called ICSI 
(Intracytoplasmic-sperm- 

injection.) 

By all means examine the 


funding for Viagra, Mr Dob- 
son, but please sort out the 

Infl qrmUHHg, financial harrf- 
ship and heai^break experi- 
enced by infertile couples. We 
make many sacrifices to ftznd 
our own treatment and the 
huge fUss over patients find- 
ing £5-£l0 per week for a cou- 
ple afViagra piEs is a bitter 
pill for us to swallow. 
Christine Hardisty. 
Swindon. 


and many, even if married 
or living with a partner, only 
tolerate it until they have the 
family they desire. After that 
they discourage It until the 
man becomes, in his mind , im- 
potent because the presence of 
his wife has no effect an him 
sexually. In such cases, if the 
GP prescribes Viagra, it 
might he sensible to prescribe 
a prostitute on the NHS toa 
JWB Greenwood. 

BIngLey, W Yorkshire. 

\ A /HEN we are old and poor. 

V V sex Is about the only free 
pleasure left. Frank Dobson is 
denying the comfort of sex to 
older people, and sufferers 
from diabetes and prostate 
cancer purely oncost 
grounds, although the Govern- 
ment can find billions for 
Trident 
John Richards, 

Sutton, 

Surrey. 


On those greedy bastards 


\ A /TTH the prospect ofheavy 
V V job losses across British 
industry (Manddson: job 
losses on way, September 14), it 
is time for the Government to 
create permanent Institutions 
enahiing both sides of industry 
to play their rightful rede in 
economic policy-making. 

Social partnership is widely 
regarded by unions and em- 
ployers as a means to improv- 


mg lnrhictr l tf Homnwflpy anti 
increasing productivity. But 
social partnership also 
inquires statutory national- 
level forums, as in successful 
European economies. 

Peter O'Brien. 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

\ /ERY fUnny of you to give a 
V quarter of your front page 
to a snap of John Edmonds that 


made him look silly. Can we 
have the one of Arthur Scargfll 
fhat made Tihn appear tn he 
giving a Nazi salute next? I ex- 
pect better of you. 

Martin Davis. 

Norwich. 

“THE wily thing at all wrong 
I with John Edmonds's 
“greedy bastards" speech was 
that no member of the Govern- 
ment made it first 
Andrew Conn elL 
London. 


Guilty as charged 



I EWSN1GHT. Today, 
every current affairs 
Sow, almost eveiy- 
nnp seems to be to 

pK comes live 

litae rellar- to a 
crippled tortoise. 


And what have they an dis- 
covered? A 400-page- report 
full of details abort which 
"breasts’’ went near which 
“genitalia", which makes yon 
tender whether the whale 
t hing was Kenneth Stair's at- 
tempt to write a tacky auyort 
novel Maybe bis first draft 
went “On the ninth occasion, 
Ms Lewinsky exhaled a tow 
barely audible groan as the 
President’s hands wandered 
up expectantly, he si t a n t at 
first but gaining pace until 
his reassuring fingers, more 
confident since the Canada 
trade agreement, gently 
squeezed her tender nipples, 
qwant to lick you all qver.he 
whispered tote bra: mvrtmg 
ear ‘only rm meeting Yasser 
Arafet about the p«H*accord 
in a minute, so it’ll have to 
wait 'til Wednesday-’ 
Meanwhile it’s 
that the Clinton trick of 
doubling toe number of patrol 
agents on the Me^can border 
his led to 170 Mexlcansdytog 

year in the attempt to 


cross it As they dehydrate in 
the desert 2 wonder if they 
think “the moment 1 went off 
him was when I heard about 
the cigar”. Deportations are 
currently running at 25,000 a 
year more than George Bush 
managed. About 4J500 chil- 
dren a month 'continue to die 
in Iraq as a result of Clinton's 
sanctions. 

Yet columnists throughout 
the world ignore atrocities 
like this, to advise Hillary cm 
bow to handle her marriage. 
If they’d have been around in 
1945 they’d have written: “All 
women will be touched this 
weekend by the sad dilemma 
which feces poor Eva Braun 
as she consoles her husband 
in that gloomy hunker. Here 
is a woman who has stuck by 
her m an, even during the 
retreat from Stalingrad when 
she must have missed the lov- 
ing cuddles which every mar- 
riage needs...” 

‘ Not only is famine-torn 
Sudan now without its main 
medicine factory, but Clinton 


has proudly annnnnreri the 

target was his personal choice. 
He must have felt as if he was 
in the ora of those restaurants 
where you look in the tank 
and Whnnse your fkh “I think 

m have, hnrnim. that one,” he 
must have said, and then sat 
down ready to enjoy it. 

Then there was Rudy Ray 
Rector, the mentally in man 
whose execution Clinton in- 
sisted on witnessing during 
his election campaign. After 
all, he couldn't have voters 
thinking he was one of these 

Uharalg whn thinks a man qm 

be forgiven just because he 
bites, his lip and says “Ah 
have sinned”. 

Some $18 billion a year has 
been cut off welfare and the 
poorest fifth of the population 
Is 20 per cent worse off now 
than they were when he be- 
came president, with an aver- 
age 80 per cent of their in- 
come going on rent None of 
them were guests at Clinton's 
dinner on Monday night, 
which cost $50,000 per couple 



Fast and loose with the presidency 


I N 1868 President Andrew 
Johnson had become so un- 
popular that he was bar- 
racked and heckled whenever 
he spoke in public. Strictly 
speaking. President Johnson 
brOke the law (albeit a law 
which was itself dubious In its 
constitutionality). Even so, 
the senate defeated by one vote 
the measure to impeach him. 
Historians have identified 
this moment as a pivotal one 
for the American presidency; 
had the vote gone the other 
way. the principle of executive 
independence would have 
been severely undermined. 

For Americans such prece- 
dents are not as distant as they 
would be here, because consti- 
tutional continuity provides 
them with so much of their 
self-definition as a nation. 
Therefore the response of the 
American electorate to the 
Starr report may not be quite 
as unsophisticated and incho- 
ate as Hugo Young rfaima 
(Comment, September 15). Pol- 
iticians are nervous about 
their response not merely be- 
cause the pall data lacks clar- 
ity, but because across the po- 
litical spectrum there is a 
recognition that to impeach 
Clinton now would do for 
more than end the Cold War- 
era “imperial presidency” 
(Letters, September 15) — it 



to attend. He probably bought 
his tickets a while ago, so no 
wonder he wanted to patch 
things up with Hillary. If she 
refused to go. he was chuck- 
ing $25,000 worth of grub 
down the chute. 

ND, while executive 
pay is 500 per cent 
higher in real terms 

_ tthan 15 years ago and 
profits are at an all-time high, 
Clinton's Workfare scheme 
allows states to stop a font- 
fly's welfare after one month. 
The sick and disabled are 
forced to sweep the streets or 
get their benefits cut. Despite 
the promise to extend health 
care. 44 million people, the 
highest in America’s history, 
have no health provision at 
an. The inevitable rise In 
crime is dealt with by Clin- 
ton's law allowing life sen- 
tences to be given for three 
offences, however minor, so 

that nnp man is serving 25 

years after stealing a pizza. 
And while one man watches 


would be a momentous shift in 
the balance of the constitution. 
Adam I P Smith. 

Cambridge. 

E VERY four years, Amer- 
icans elect one man to per- 
form two different roles: to 
run the country, and to repre- 
sent the nation. Had Bill Clin- 
* ton's Job embraced only the 
former aspect, it probably 

wouldn’t matter very much 
what he got up to. What must 
rile the moral right is that a 
competent but sexually incon- 
tinent chief executive is the 
figurehead for the American 
state. 

To suggest that some aspect 
of the American constitution 
might require revision, such 
as the separation of executive 
and state functions Into two 
offices, would probably be 
regarded as an even greater 
heresy than any Clinton has 
so for committed. 

Dr Richard A 'Brook. 
Carnoustie. Angus. 

“THE Americans should take 
I heart: after 1,000 years or 
so of assorted monarchs play- 
ing fast and loose, Britain sur- 
vives. But we should take 
heed: presidents are not neces- 
sarily better than monarchs. 
Roland Metcalf. 

Manchester. 


harmlessly aver the destruc- 
tion he’s helped to create, 
Americans must think they’d 
be better off with Nero. At 
least he only fiddled. 

Clinton's behaviour 
towards the women he se- 
duces is atrocious. Though 
not as bad as towards those 
he's starved, jailed, impover- 
ished and bombed. 

It’s as if the world’s media 
had descended on Gloucester 
to produce endless debates 
about whether Fred West 
could survive the scandal of i 
being behind with his milk 
bill. With entire newspapers 
devoted to “the potentially 
damaging video which ap- 
pears to show Mr West's dog 
fouling the footpath, which, if 
proved, would lead to further 
calls for bis resignation”. 
While the more serious repor- 
ters insisted that the tragedy 
of the affair was that it pre- 
vented toe head of the house- 
hold from getting on with the 
important tesk of murdering 
the rest of the family. 


Fear determines response of 
women to domestic violence 

/CAROLYN Hoyle seems to 
Whave overlooked one obvi- 


ous explanation (Crime after 
crime, G2. September 14) for 
why women who have been 
abused don't wish their part- 
ners to be dealt with by the 
criminal justice process: fear. 
Fear of the man and of what 
she knows him to be capable of 
doing to her and her children. 
Fear of how he will react to her 
involvement as a witness 
against him. Fear of how the 
process will turn out, know- 
ing that it Is unlikely he will 
be given a custodial sentence. 

Maybe some of toe women 
Carolyn Hoyle spoke to would 
feel more positive about crim- 
inal Justice sanctions if they 
knew that prison for the man 
was more than the remotest 
possibility. Maybe they would 
feel differently if they didn't 
have to give evidence against 
their partner. It is patronising 
to claim to know what all 
women want Some women 
want their men to be changed 
so they can stay with them 


without being abused, some 
want their men sent to prison 
so they and their children can 
get on with their lives. 

Domestic abuse is a com- 
plex area of criminal behav- 
iour and one solution is un- 
likely to apply to all 
Progra m mes for abusers are . 
not effective with all men. and 
while they may be part of toe 
answer, they are not the whole 
answer. 

For Carolyn Hoyle to imply 
that feminists have imposed 
our analysis of domestic 
abuse without any consider- 
ation of what women want is 
insulting. We have over 25 
years of experience of listen- 
ing to women, and our analy- 
sis came out of that experi- 
ence rather than the other wav- 
round. We are still a long way 
off providing a coherent, con- 
sistent response to domestic 
abuse in Britain. Hoyle's work 
has missed the point 
Lesley Irving. 

Scottish Women’s Aid, 
Edinburgh. 
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Ricardo Ramirez 


Stalemate from scorched earth 


R icardo Ramirez, 
who bas died aged 
67, was better 
known by his nom- 
de-guerre of Ro- 
lando Moran. Under this 
name the senior comandante 
of the Guatemalan National 
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) 
guerrilla coalition had fought 
the singularly brutal oli- 
garchy of his native land for 
almost four decades. 

The son of an army colonel, 
he was just 13 when a demo- 
cratically-inspired revolution 
ended the dictatorship of 

Jorge Ubico in 1944. In his 
teens. Ramirez was a leftwing 
student activist, a leading 
member of the road-workers’ 
union (STC) and a Communist 
Party (PGT) militant. 

An enthusiastic supporter 
erf - the left-leaning government 
of Jacobo Arbenz (1951-641. he 
was forced into exile when a 
United States-backed coup 
toppled the president and ush- 
ered in a military dictatorship 


Anthony Tucker 


that was to last until 1986. 
Having sought asylum in the 
Argentine embassy, he found 
himself In the company of the 
young Che Guevara. “Ricardo 
Ramirez is perhaps one of the 
most capable leaders of the 
^communist) youth,” ob- 
served Guevara. “'His general 
level or culture is high and his 
manner of facing problems is 
much less dogmatic than that 
of other comrades." 

ft was a reputation for flexi- 
bility and pragmatism that 
the future guerrilla leader 
would retain throughout his 
career. Much of the credit for 
the 1996 peace accords, signed 
with the elected, civilian gov- 
ernment of Alvaro Arzu. Is 
undoubtedly due to Ramirez's 
combination of tenacity and 
vision. • 

How much he was Inspired 
at the time by his meeting 
with Che is unclear. But In 
1959, after the overthrow of 
the Cuban dictator Fulgencio 
Batista, be was in Havana for', 


the inauguration of the com- 
munist regime led by Fidel 
Castro and Guevara, and it 
was the Cuban example that 
he later sought to imitate in 
Guatemala. 

The following year, dis- 
gruntled army officers 
launched an attempted coup 
which — though unsuccessful 
— ultimately led to the foun- 
dation of the country’s first 
guerrilla organisation, the 
Rebel Armed Forces (FAR). 
Ricardo Ramirez was a 
founder member, and became 
the political officer of the 
FAR's Edgar Ibarra front, led 
by Turcios Lima. 

The original FAR was mod- 
elled on Castro's July 26 
Movement and applied a “Fo- 
quista" strategy, which in es- 
sence relied on the inspira- 
tional effect of a small, armed 
group to spark a popular 
uprising. 

Within a few years, the 
organisation was almost 
wiped ouL Survivors, includ- 



Ramirez was in 
Cuba for the 
inagurationof 
regime led by 
Castro and 
Guevara, and it was 
their example he 
sought to imitate 

in Guatemala 


ing Ramirez/Mor&n, re- 
grouped in Cuba and exam- 
ined the reasons for their fail- 
ure. The outcome was a 
seminal. 1967 document writ- 
ten by Ramirez which ulti- 
mately became the founding 
text of a new armed move- 
ment, the Guerrilla Army of 
the Poor (EGP). 


In January 1972, 15 armed 

men crossed the border from 
Mexico Into Guatemala's Ix- 
c&n region to launch the EGP. 
Ramirez, the politician, was 
not among them, but 
remained in Cuba to direct 
the struggle from a distance. 

In place of Cu ban-style "Fo- 
qulsmo” and an emphasis on 


class struggle, the EGP 
adopted a strategy of “pro- 
longed popular war” based 
among the predominantly In- 
digenous inhabitan ts of rural 
Guatemala. Its logo, however, 
incorporated a line-drawing 
of Che Guevara. 

“One of our basic political 
premises.” the EGP declared 
in 1982, “is that in Guatemala 


the ethnic-national contradic- 
tion is one of the fundamental 
factors in all possible revolu- 
tionary change." 

With this in mtnd t the 
group . set about recruiting 
large numbers of Mayan Indi- 
ans, who make up around half 
the population of Guatemala, 
although its leadership was 
always dominated by *‘la- 
dinos" (non -Indians). The 
strategy was to prove disas- 
trous for the Indians, who 
bore the brunt of the 
scorched-earth policy adopted 
in response by the armed 
forces. 

Hundreds of villages were 


The journalist who 
loved science 


A nthony Tucker. 

who has died aged 74, 
was a newspapermen 
who became a legend 
even before he was well- 
known. Phil to friends in the 
office. Ton; to friends outside 
and Anthony to his readers, 
he was the Guardian's 
science correspondent from 
1964 and the days of the 
Apollo programme to 1988 
and the aftermath of Cherno- 
byl. 

But his lifelong passion for 
science never got in the way 
of a profound suspicion of 
powerful establishments and 
a firm belief that some tech- 
nologies were more useful 
and less dangerous than 
others. He understood that a 
reporter’s job was to report, 
but in doing so he sometimes 
turned dull encounters into 
high theatre. I first saw him, 
decades ago, at a press confer- 
ence by the United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Authority, at 
which highly complex infor- 
mation was delivered with 
bland smoothness to an un- 
comprehending press corps. 
"If there are no further ques- 
tions, I suggest we move to 
the buffet stage of the pro- 
ceedings," said the chairman, 
with a smirk — there having 
been no questions at alL 
And then the door opened 
and in strode Anthony 
Tucker, wearing a jumper 
and socks with sandals. He 
leaned against the door pillar 
and swiftly delivered a ques- 
tion apparently so devastat- 
ing In its implications that it 
sparked instant panic at the 
chairman's table. Experts 


were sent for, bromides were 
administered, the buffet 
lunch grew cold. Having not 
understood the question, no- 
body understood the answers 
either. So the episode closed 
with Anthony Tucker con- 
ducting his own impromptu 
conference, dictating the 
story of the day as he saw it to 
the rest of the British press. 

He was' fascinated by mi- 
croscopy, and for decades ar- 
gued for a more sensible in- 


He strode in 
wearing a jumper 
and sandals, and 
asked a question 
which sparked 
instant panic 


vestment in sustainable ener- 
gy technologies; he was also 
profoundly concerned about 
what powerful nations should 
be doing for the developing 
world. He could be hugely and 
enjoyably critical of compla- 
cency In the nuclear industry; 
time was to prove him right 
But he had little formal train- 
ing in science. 

Anthony Tucker was born 
in Urmston, near Manchester. 
Educated at Stretford Gram- 
mar School, he began to study 
aeronautical engineering at 
Queens College in Belfast 
early in the second world 
war. He then joined the Royal 
Air Force, and Dew Hurri- 


canes and Spitfires in North 
Africa and Europe. 

He never bad much to say 
about that part of his life. 
When pressed, he would ad- 
mit to having helped liberate 
France from the south, in 
what became known as the 
"champagne campaign". 
When pressed further, he 
would deny all knowledge, 
saying he had been drunk the 
whole time, but it was hie 
habit to deflect unwelcome 
questions with irreverent 
answers. Close friends under- 
stood. and asked no further. 

He graduated In fin* art 
.from Manchester College of 
Art and then walked into 
legend by arriving in the old 
Manchester Guardian offices 
in Cross Street early in 1953 
to paint a very large mural on 
the canteen walL High on the 
scaffold he was joined by the 
assistant editor John Ander- 
son. who asked if he knew 
anyone who could write arts 
notices. Tucker suggested 
himself. Thus did he stay on, 
drawing maps for the weather 
pages, writing Miscellany, the 
diary column, editing pic- 
tures. By 1957 he was offi- 
cially a sub-editor. 

He was one of the founder 
members of the Guardian’s 
features department, which 
in the course of the next de- 
cade launched a revolution in 
the way serious newspapers 
were to address the issues of 
the day. He once told me that 
the late Brian Redhead, then 
a colleague, had said to him: 
“Let’s found a features de- 
partment You can be my dep- 
uty." He introduced dramatic 



obliterated and tens of thou- 
sands of Indians forced into 
ex il e - The EGP. which had un- 
doubtedly succumbed to revo- 
lutionary triumphalism. In- 
spired by the 1979 victory of 
the Sandlnista CFSLN) guerril- 
las in Nicaragua and the 

strength of the Salvadorean 

FMLN, was forced to retreat 
along with the other armed 
movements. 

Never again did the guerril- 
las pose a serious threat to 
Guatemalan regime, de- 
spite the unification of the 
four existing groups as the 
URNG in 1982. But nor could 
the army achieve an outright 
victory. 

Ramlrez/Morfin became the 
EGP representative on the 
URNGFa general command in 
1984. In 1986 the army finally 
handed the reins of govern- 
ment — though only a small 
slice of the real power — to a 
civilian president, Viniclo 
Cerezo; an event which sig- 
nalled the beginning of a pro- 


Birthdays 


tracted. and frequently sus- 
pended, peace process 

It took 10 years — and four 
governments — for a final 
agreement to be signed; years 
which Ramirez spent mostly 
in exile in Mexico and travel- 
ling the world. Only after tbe 
signing did lie return to live In 
his native Guatemala and con- 
centrate on the creation of the 
URNG's own political party. 

Seldom entirely well — he 

had lost a lung as a result of 

childhood tuberculosis — the 
former guerrilla lender was 
hospitalised last week for an 
operation which he did not 
survive. Ho leaves a wife. 
Maria del Carmen Flores Ro- 
driguez. three sons and four 
grandchildren. 


PhUGunsofi 


Ricardo Arnoldo Ramirez da 
Ledn (aka Comandante Rolando 
Mordn) guerrilla leader, politi- 
cian. bom December 29, 1930; 
died September It. 1998 


Lauren Bacall, actress, 74; 
Charlie Byrd, jazz guitarist 
73; Prof Ken Coates. Labour 
MEP, 68: Dennis Conner. 
American yachtsman, 56; 
Peter Falk, actor, 71; Loyd 
Grossman, broadcaster and 
chef, 48; Charles Haughey. 
former Irish prime minister, 
73; Jon Hendricks, lyricist, 
stager, 77; Dusty Hughes, 
playwright 51; Andy Irvine, 

fermw Sm rinml ni g hy m ptain, 

47; BB King , blues guitarist 
singer, 72; Lee Kuan Yew, 


A Country Diary 


former prime minister of Sin- 
gapore, 76; Judith Miller, 
publisher. 47; Stephanie Mid- 
dleton, artist, glass sculptor, 
30; Sadako Ogata. UN High 
C ommiss ioner for Refugees. 
71; Dante Sheila Quinn, presi- 
dent Standing Committee of 
Nurses of EEC, 78; Steve Shir- 
ley, computer pioneer, 
founder director, FI Group. 65; 
Mickey Stewart, cricketer 
and nrwrh- 66: Peter Town- 
send, golfer, 52; David Wli- 
shlre. Conservative MP. 55. 


Anthony Tucker ... at his Guardian desk, and (below, second left) in Udine, Italy In 1945 
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The Observer 


This week’s recipe far noodle soap with grilled 
fish should satisfy everyone. 

Free in the Observer this Sunday. 


c h ang e s into the design of 
arts and features pages in the 
early 1960s, and became one 
of the most respected news- 
paper art critics of the time. 

When the Guardian's then 
science correspondent John 
Maddox, went on, shortly to 
become editor of Nature, 
Anthony Tucker took over 
science, covering among 
many things the dramatic 
landing on the Moon, the 
emerging alarms over envi- 
ronmental pollution, and 
wbat above all he saw as the 
abuse of science. In 1967 he 
was already campaigning for 
lead-free petrol. 14 years later 
he was highlighting the de- 
struction of the rain-forests. 

He was one of the first jour- 
nalists, In the mid-1980s, to 
become aware of the serious- 
ness of the coming BSE crisis, 
and be maintained, all his 
life, an appetite for challeng- 
ing authority, scientific as 
well as bureaucratic. He 
retired in 1988 and after a sud- 
den heart attack at his St Al- 
bans home, underwent by- 
pass surgery at the National 
Heart Hospital in Chelsea. 
But nothing dampened his en- 
thusiasm for life, his sense of 
comedy or his passion for 
science: he was a frequent 
and highly valued contribu- 
tor to the Guardian's obituary 
pages to the end. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, his son and 
two daughters. 


Tim Radford 

P e ar c e Wright write*: Phil 

Tucker was competitive, com- 
bative. mischievous and. 
above all, compassionate. We 
were professional competi- 
tors and close friends for 35 
years. He squeezed more than 
seemed possible -in most 24 
hour days, and he liked noth- 
ing better than a cause to 
champion. Consequently 
Guardian readers knew, long 
before most others, about the 
hazards of the greenhouse ef- 
fect low levels of toxic metals 
in the environment like lead 


Letter 



WENLOCK EDGE: This Is the 
season of “mellow fruitful- 
ness" when we mammals bulk 
up for winter. For the wild 
ones it’s not so mellow, it's a 
serious business. There is one 
animal whose mighty appetite 
propels it to take extreme gas- 
tronomic risks to prepare for 
leaner times ahead. One 
morning, at foe top of the 
woods, there was a square- 
shaped excavation dug into 
the heart of a very large 
wasps' nest This must have 
been the work of a badger. 
Who else could sustain an 
attack from an entire wasp 
colony and get away with eat- 
ing its contents? This was foe 
second such excavation in 
this vicinity and it was obvi- 
ous that this individual had 
perfected a valuable if danger- 
ous skflI My guess is that the 
badger had struck in a pre- 
dawn raid when the wasps 
were dozy. They were cer- 
tainly wide awake now and 
very pissed-off. I was lucky 
that my curiosity only earned 
me one major sting and I had 


to leg it through the woods, 
chased by an irate posse of 
wasps hell-bent on revenge. 
Good old Brock, eh? A few' 
hundred yards away in the 
comer of a field there were a 
series of excavations but here 
they’d been Oiled. This was 
the badger’s territorial la- 
trine. many holes filled with 
turds of fairly epic propor- 
tions. some bejewelled with 
the bright purple remains of 
violet-edged ground beetles — 
good evidence that the local 
badger community is flourish- 
ing. How long until the gov- 
ernment's culling programme 
catches up with them? The 
sceptic in me suspects the 
government of trying to ap- 
pease an ailing agriculture in- 
dustry by sacrificing thou- 
sands of badgers. An awful 
price to p^y for a scientific 
"experiment” and a sop to the 
fanners. This time the badger 
has dug into a political wasps* 
nest for which it has no de- 
fences, except maybe public 
support 

PAUL EVANS 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


and cadmium, and radiation 
from nuclear tests and waste. 

He was fearless in challeng- 
ing the secrecy of authority, 
especially when it corrupted 
proper scientific debate. 
When we chatted last week 
he talked about a campaign to 
protect some two-centuries 
old yew trees, his involve- 
ment in nhaTWiging some Of 
the .prevailing views about 
the spread of new variant 
CJD or human form of BSE 
(mad cow disease), his delight 
at getting back on the road 
with his overhauled Alfa 
Romeo, and a prowess at golf 
he discovered after retire- 
ment — interrupted only for 
the triple heart by-pass. 

Phil unwittingly sketched a 
pen-portrait of himself a few 
years ago In a booklet for the 

Association of British Science 
Writers — So You Want To Be 
A Science Writer. He said the 
lot of a science specialist 
could range from the rapid 
assessment of a serious but 
local pollution incident to 
grasping and describing new 
scientific unders tanding of 
the way human activities are 
distu rbing global systems; 
from research finding s about 
fundamental matter at the lat- 


est particle accelerator to the 
smar t gadgetry of urban life; 
from the best technical routes 
for developing n ation^ to the 
survival of endangered 
. species or enforcement of new 
international nuclear agree- 
ments. 

Science writers, like all 
other journalists, must have 
an insatiable appetite for 
reading, and the best are en- 
dowed with a memory Him a 
filing cabinet Some of the 
specialist literature has- to be 
approached with the help of 
scientific contacts bunt up an 
a basis of personal trust over 
many years. Such personal 
contacts, which at the highest 
level are in ternational amj 
often involve lifelong friend- 
ship s. are one of the enabling 
structures of jour nalism The 
first fifing to do when enter- 
ing the field is to make some 
friends! 

Phil put all this advice into 
practice. All that experience 
plus a lightness of touch 
earned him the annual prize 
for science journalism several 

times 


Philip Anthony Tucker, 
journalist, bom June 1, 1924; 
died September 15, 1998 


I THE FEE for an academic 
year at the European Busi- 
ness School is not £38.645, the 
figure given on Page V, 
Guardian Higher (education), 
yesterday. It is £8,645 for the 
first year and £7,945 there- 
after. It was a repeat of our 
familiar email error. 

IN OUR television review. 
Page 34. G2, September 11, we 
said "Some £35Q h as gone into 
making [Viagra].” We missed 
off the word “million”. . 

IN AN article in Guardian 
Weekend, headed The god of 
fast thi n gs. Page 41, Septem- 
ber 12, we suggested that at 
the speed of light you could 
make 11,160 return journeys 
from Victoria to Brighton in 
60 minutes. In fact, you would 
only need about six seconds. 

IN THE OBITUARY for 
Jackie Blanchflower. Page 20. 
September 4, we referred to 
his spell In goal in the 1958 
Cup Final between Manches- 
ter United and Aston Villa, 
after United's goalkeeper, Ray 
Wood, was injured. We should 
have said 1957. That final took 
place before the Munich crash 
(after which Blanchflower 
never played professional 
football again). 

A GRAPHIC On' Page 12, 
Sport, September 14, giving 
the results of the Italian 
Grand Prix at Monza, cor- 
rectly placed Alesi fifth and 
said he was driving a Sauber- 
Petronas, but illustrated that 
entry with a Ford. 

ON PAGE 19, Travel, Septem- 
ber 12, we accidentally 
referred to the Victorian & 
Albert Museum in a piece 
which concluded it would be 


a bad thing if the V&A 
changed its name. 

ALARMS and Excursions, 
Michael Frayn’s new play, 
reviewed on Page 4, yesterday, 
is at the Gielgud Theatre, not 
what became over the tele- 
phone, the Gilded Theatre. 

FIONA Mactaggart. the 
Labour MP, who appeared in 
the Birthdays column. Page 
14, September 12, spells her 
name like that, without any 
internal capitals. 

CORRECTION to a correc- 
tion, Page 15. September 14. A 
consultant paediatrician 
writes: “Dr Benjamin Spock 
was not a child psychologist 
... he was a paediatrician 
(and a very good one)." 

ft is the policy of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Please quote date and 
page number. Readers mav 
contact the office of the Read- 
ers’ Editor by telephoning 0171 
239 9589 between 11am and 
5pm. Monday to Friday. Sur- 
face mail to Readers’ Editor. 
The Guardian. 119. Farring- 
don Road. London EClR 3ER. 
Fax: 0171 239 9897. E-mail: 
rvaderi'tuguardiarLCD. uk 


Notices 

Sg&BSSSK 

WS. DannUon* to Norm London Hosjmm 


Glen Bamham writes: I first 
met Claudia Flanders { obitu- 
ary August 17) when with her 
husband, Michael, in Southall 
in 1972. Not long after, 
following her husband's 
death, she opened the Michael 
Flanders Centre in Acton and 
our paths often crossed. Clau- 


dia was a powerhouse with 
energy and enthusiasm for 
the causes dose to her. She 
did much to highlight the 
needs of the disabled, as a 
practical worker and not 
someone with theories. Clau- 
dia was not the type of person 
to go for the limelight but 


solidly worked away In the 
background. Always a good 
listener and cheerful, she was 
also a person of great charm 
and wit All of us that knew 
her will miss those special 
qualities, those chats over cof- 
fee or wins that made Claudia 
a oneofL 
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Inflation hits target at last 


Notebook 


Mark Atkinson 
Eeonon *««* ComspomiMt 


T to boost flagging 
economic growth 
intensified yester- 
day as inflation hit the Gov- 
ernment's target for the first 
time since January. 

With the deteriorating in- 
ternational economic situa- 
tion prompting world finan- 
cial leaders to sight their 
guns on deflation rather than 
i nfl ation, the consensus in the 
City was that tt was now safe 
for the Bank of England to 
loosen the monetary reins to 
avert a recession. 

But the Bank's governor, 
Eddie George, indicated that 
such a move may be some 
way off. He told the TOC that, 
while the nine-member mone- 
tary policy committee would 
cut rates vigorously once it 
became clear inflation would 
undershoot the Government’s 
target that point had not yet 
been reached. 

The Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, refused to be drawn 


on whether the Bank of Eng- Brown did little to dampen lying measure, which ex- 1 by 0.4 per cent year-on-; 

land would join in a round of speculation that the next eludes mortgage interest pay- 1 In July they had taHei 

“terest rate cuts and cau- move in interest rales would ments, dropped to the Gov- 0.1 per cent year-on-year. 


by 0.4 per cent year-on-year. months ahead put the skids 
In July they had fallen by under the pound which, on 


HE clamour r , tionedthat precipitate action be down, emphasising that ernmanfs target of 2^ per ‘"These data underline that i sary oi jsiac& Wednesday, leu 
invar afler ! V 5 * 1987 stock market Monday's G7 statement had cent from 2.6 per cent there is no obvious Inflation from 2.85 to 2.82 against the 

iutereSI rates I crash had sent flip pmnnrmr cai ri tliaf Kol onra neVe Tho fbTI m vTiHsHnn noma in nmWom in iKn TTTT bvmi*i \ fl mnw ow mivlr 


the eve of the sixth anniver- 
sary of Black Wednesday, ten 


Governor plays 
his union card 


Anna to 

step 

down as 

media 

mogul’s 

director 

Mark Tran bi Wa s hington 


crash had sent the economy said that the hainnro of risks 
into recession. There was a in the world economy had 
similar message from the shifted away from Inflation to 
Bundesbank president. Wane dpflattnn 
Tietmeyer, who argued that According to the Office fbr 
interest rates should he set in National Statistics, headline 
response to domestic condi- inflation tell to an annual rate 


The tell in inflation came in problem In the UK — even 
tite of a sharp increase In services inflation declined — 


in the world economy had spite of a sharp increase In services inflatiot 
shifted away from Inflation to seasonal food prices and was and provide a ver 
deflation. mainly driven by cheaper mo- backdrop for c 

According to the Office fbr tor lug costs and the continua- about rate cuts, 
National Statistics, headline tion of low goods prices tn the O’Sullivan of 


problem In the UK — even German mark. 

services inflation declined — The Chancellor heralded 

and provide a very reassuring the news of inflation return- 


backdrop for discussions 
about rate cuts," said John 


tion of low goods prices In the O’Sullivan of Greenwich 
high street Prices of core NaiWest in the City. 


of 3-3 per cent in August from goods, which exclude food. The prospect of lower Brit- 


Despite the caution Mr ( 3J> per cent while the under- [ drink, tobacco and petrol, fell 


ing to its target as a vindica- 
tion ?f his policies since the 
election. 

He said: “This shows the 
tough action we have taken 


Welsh fury as pound hits 2,000 jobs 


Ish interest rates in the over the last year or more — 
first of all by reducing the def- 
icit and by the new monetary 
“i framework we have created 



Alex Brummer 


nism. Nevertheless, the ex- 
port squeeze resulting from 
the strong pound is starting 
to ease. The pound slipped a 
further three pfennigs to 
2.8291 German marks 
following Eddie George’s nik 
to the TUC. The combination 
or Calling Interest rate expec- 
tations and a weaker pound 
may take some of the pres- 
sure off exporters, who have 


— has brought Inflation to *-« ui 1 11 1 ici been having a torrid time. 


David Gow In Blackpool 


ible lay-offs among the 

1,000-strong work force. 

T WO Wales-based plants Citing a downturn in OK 

are considering laying markets the effect of 
off nearly 2,000 em- sterling’s strength on Euro- 
ploy ees. Yesterday Hoover pean sales. Hoover said It 


onion officials about poss- the twin evils of high inter- 
ible lay-offs among the est rates and the strong 
l.OOO-strong work force. pound and their devastating 

Citing a downturn in OK effect on manufacturing. ” 


ISTC, blamed the pound for 
a loss of more than £3 mil- 
lion In the last six months at 
Allied Steel and Wire de- 


The softening sterling ex- 
change rate appears to reflect 
a number of factors. There is 


He urged the Bank of spite efforts to turn the com- 
England to cut interest pany around. More than 800 


our target of 2^ per cent q-he softening sterling ex- 

’’I think it’s important to I HE idea that Eddie change rate appears to reflect 

recognise that we are steering I George would find a visit a number of factors. There is 

a stable course fbr the British I to the TUC conference in the realisation that UK 

economy. This is even more Blackpool Intimidating Is growth — which has averaged 
Important for the UK In times laughable. The Bank or Eng- 3 per cent over the upswing in 
of world economic instabil- land governor delights in the economic cycle — Is now 
tty” being combative, as col- slowing rapidly in compari- 


I to the TUC conference in the realisation that UK 
Blackpool Intimidating Is growth — which has averaged 


confirmed it plans to halt needed to cut its “unaccep- 
washing- machine prodno- tably” high levels of stock. 


don in Merthyr Tydfil for a 
week. 


rates — just minutes alter jobs are now at risk. 

the Bank’s governor, Eddie He said: “How many 

George, rejected demands more jobs have to be lost 


eeded to cut its “unaccep- the Bank’s governor, Eddie 
hly” hig h levels of stock. George, rejected demands 
Ken Jackson, leader of from some unions for an 


the ark ii eng ineerin g and 


The town’s major maim- electrical onion, said at the 
factoring employer said it TUC conference In Black- 
was holding talks with pool: “This demonstrates 


immediate cut to save 
250,000 manufacturing jobs. 

Lord (Keith) Brockman, 
leader of the steel union, the 


before the Government acts 
and gives the Bank of Eng- 
land a new remit to keep 
inflation low bnt also to 
stimulate growth?" 


Further good news for the leagues who have worked 
Government is expected with him in the Threadneedle 
today with figures set to show Street boiler room will testify, 
a continued tell in unemploy- Moreover, by instinct be is 
ment in August, despite wide- not an anti-union person, 
spread predictions of an in- He was bitterly disap- 
crease, and a further tell in pointed when the Major gov- 
average earnings growth to emment blocked the re-ap- 


ind governor delights in the economic cycle — Is now 
eing combative, as col- slowing rapidly in compari- 
:agues who have worked son with the continental econ- 
hth him In the Threadneedle omies. Strong economies 
treet boiler room will testify, beget firm currencies. More- 
foreaver, by instinct he Is over, in the run-up to the 
ot an anti-union person. euro, the pound was seen as a 
He was bitterly disap- relatively safe haven, but as 


around 4.8 per cent 


pointment of (Sir) Gavin 
Laird, former general secre- 
tary of the AEU, to the Court 

— the Bank’s governing body 

— in 1994. The union leader's 
contributions to the debate 
about the real economy had 


the launch of the new cur- 
rency grows closer portfolios 
are being adjusted to ensure 
that investment funds will 
not be under-exposed to the 
new currency. 

There is no anticipation of 
a sterling collapse akin to 
that six years ago. But a 


made him a valued member of gentle fall in sterling to a 


A NNA Murdoch, the es- 
tranged wife of Rupert 
Murdoch, is to retire 
from the board of News Cor- 
poration where she has 
served as a director since 
1990. The announcement is 
the latest twist In the process 
of the couple’s separation. 

Her retirement, which will 
he effective from October 13. 
was revealed in News Corpo- 
ration's annual report, which 
was released on Monday. 
When Mrs Murdoch filed for 
divorce in July, the company 
indicated that she would 
remain on the board. This 
news seems to suggest that 
the separation may not be 
proceeding as amicably as the 
couple have led people to 
believe. 

In her divorce petition, Mrs | 
Murdoch cited “irreconcil- 
able differences". One sen- 
tence hinted at a possible 
wrangle over financial assets: 
she stated that she “was un- 
aware of the full nature and , 




the Court, renowned for sen- 
sible interventions. 

Mr George is less the infla- 


more competitive level of 
DM2. 5Q-2.60 would make a 
softer landing for the UK 


tion nut than he has been por- economy likely and provide a 
trayed by those looking fbr an more sensible dealing range 


easy target at a time when in- 
terest rates have been rising, 
and more the pragmatist In 
the present turbulent global 
market conditions, he would 
almost certainly be more 
sympathetic than are some of 
his more theory-based col- 
leagues to the view that the 
monetary policy committee 
needs to be less aggressive. 

It is his sound political in- 
stincts which encouraged Mr 
George to go to Blackpool and 
speak plainly. 

Clearly, despite the Group 


in which Britain could start 
contemplating becoming part 
of the euro area. 


American hitch 

I F THERE ever were any 
doubt as to which of the two 
partners. NationsBank or 
BankAmerica, would be in 
the driving seat when their 
$570 billion (£340 billion) 
merger is consummated by 
shareholders on September 


inflation strategy, the Bank is 


not going to be rushing to cut “ 

rates — though it is clear that 
they have peaked. . _ 


It may ^increasingly im- for the prteent quarter have 

■essed by the Government’s rea< *«£ 5330 million as a 

result of Russia’s crisis, vola- 


pressed by the Government’s 
inflation numbers, however. 
These show that the Bank is 


tile markets, and the cost of 


hitting the target on the KliSKZK 

closely monitored underlying purges. If BankAmerica Is 

rate of inflation. But they also 50316 

show that the deflationary “ 

trends, detected in the previ- s, g n , of retreating — then the 
ous month’s figures. Jntensi- wh ? le ln ]S me , nt b ?? kme 
fied in August’wben the core "g»““ £ 


Director’s cut . . .Mrs Murdoch is divorcing Rupert -she is to retire from the board of News Corporation on October 13 


extent of her separate as- what I must admit is a de- Mrs Murdoch, aged 54. will tion. That suggests that Mrs $800 million (£479 million). ■ sv&ouic aci v u.co iuuaiivu a i _j 1 *** mM Ka intandfi tft 
sets... and win amend her man ding and turbulent retain a connection with Murdoch, who is also a twice- But she would be unable to which had been stubbornly T"*": 


goods prices fell 0.4 per cent 
from a year earlier. More- 
photograw: ifTcna uevy over, as the economists at 
HSBC observed in a circular, 
illion (£479 million), leisure services inflation. 


Despite this turn of events, 
NationsBank chief executive 
Hugh McColl, who created the 
bank by making a series of 
shrewd acquistions over this 


petition after discovery or at career. Her contribution to News Corporation through 
trial". News Corporation includes, the family’s stake in the com- 

However. in the report, Mr but goes far beyond, our three pany. She is to join the board 
Murdoch paid tribute to “two children, Elizabeth, Lachlan of Cruden Investments, the 
retiring directors" including and James, all now working Australia-based private com- 


News Corporation through 
the family’s stake in the com- 
pany. She is to join the board 


published novelist, will get an sell that to the public as Cru- strong, is also in retreat. 
Interest in that stake as part den is a private company and The struggle against UK 
of the settlement of her drv- Mr Murdoch is in no position price inflation may not be 


orce action. 

and James, all now working Australia-based private com- Analysts speculate that she 
in the company and making pany through which the Mur- may get a 10 per cent interest 
significant contributions,” doch family owns a 30 per in Cruden, which would put 


his wife erf 31 years. in the company am 

"Anna’s support has been significant contril 
eno rmously helpful to me in Mr Murdoch wrote. 


to buy her out 


vrx w iv wwj vi a*- I totally won. especially as the , , . . do with a 1 ttie more 

Analysts speculate that she The couple met when Mrs fiscal settlement for next year “JP'jr 

may get a 10 per cent interest Murdoch was a trainee repor- looks over-generous. Never- 


plough on and turn the 
merged entity into the US's 
only genuinely national retail 
banking operation, although 


cent stake in News Corpora- 1 the value of her stake at 


ter on one of his Australian 
newspapers. 


GKN aims for Airbus-style pact Merger makes 

Mr Wright admitted that manufacturer, which turned strengthen his company’s op- fY"! I I | I 1^ C5 T [J | 

Tony MacaHster state ownership of France’s down an earlier offer to buy erational management, pro- ■ ■ 1 1 ■ I ■ I ■ I 

— Giat, like the position of Aero- GKN Defence. Sources said duce a more comprehensive. 

T he alliance of Britain's spatiale in the Airbus project, Vickers was stm primed to product portfolio and give it 

and Dotentlally made closer mte- make some kmd of move on more clout m European pro- uCT 3T P 5-4 fj P f|TS 
^auSTdimcult. Hewas etther the new joint vantura jecte. He eaw. the multi-role C70LCILC? UyOl I lO 


theless, there is enough com- ® 
fort in foe latest figures for . . ,. 

the Bank to join in a co-ordin- ^ McCol l emphasised that 

ated interest rate cut if that SiJprSnpd^^ of 

is deemed necessary to pre- 

serve elnhal nrder earnings and be more effi- 

serve giouai oruer. cient than its predecessor. De- 

spite the trading setback, 

... BankAmerica still expects to 

Iterling Sliae make $500 million this quar- 

ter, against $819 million in 
T WASN’T quite Black the same period of last year. 
Wednesday as the foreign However, once Mr McColl has 
exchange markets cele- his hands on the tiller the bet- 
■ated the sixth anniversary ting must be that the new 


states around the Great 


won the race to produce the 
multi-role armoured vehicle, 
is to be developed as an Air- 
bus-type company bidding for 
further European defence 
consolidation. 

David Wright, managing di- 
rector of GEN’S defence activ- 
ities. said further Eurokou- 
sortium joint ventures were 
expected. . 

Financial links were t»ss- 
ible. although he refused _to 

comment on suggestions tltet 

talks on equity swaps had al- 
ready taken place. 


Mr Wright admitted that manufacturer, which turned strengthen his company’s op- 
state ownership of France’s down an earlier offer to buy erational management, pro- 
Giat, like the position of Aero- GKN Defence. Sources said duce a more comprehensive. 

T he alliance 01 Britain s spatiale In the Airbus project, Vickers was stffl primed to product portfolio and give it 
TVprman and Dotentlally made closer into- make some kmd of move on more clout m European pro- 
SSirS rirmf^htoh SarioTdimcult. He was either the new joint venture Jects. He saw the multi-role 
French firms. .. . ° rw , oXHr , p 3^^ ann ouncing a or Alvis. “Expect to see armoured vehicle Eurokon- 


Sterling slide 


■ exchange markets cele- 
brated the sixth anniversary 


Sneaking after announcing a or Alvis. “Expect to see armoured vehicle Eurokon- 
£78mfflion merger between Vickers at the negotiating sortium as avenues fbr fur- 
GKN Defence and Alvis, with table,” one source said. . ther European consolidation. 
Hi*, mo reed armoured vehicle The two merger parties “This transaction win posi- 


the merged armoured vehicle 
divisions shedding up to 200 
Jobs. 


The two merger parties “This transaction win posi- 
plan to close Alvis’s Coventry tion Alvis as one of the lead- 
site, costing 200 jobs, and ing light and medium ar- 


jTng site, costing 200 jobs, and ing light and medium ar- 

GKN will take a 29.9 per concentrate on GKN*s plant moored vehicle co m panies In 
cent Stake in the Alvis group in Telford, Shropshire, where the world,” he said, 
and a seat on the board as 50 posts could be created- The Analysts said yesterday’s 


T HE 45 partners of es- 
tate agency Healey & 
Baker achieved mil- 
lionaire status yesterday 
after clinching a £70 mil- 
lion merger with Cushman 
& Wakefield of the US. 

Paul Orchard-Lisle, 
senior partner, is the' single ; 


h Eurokon- and a seat on the board as 50 posts could be created- The 

■ f ?^htrSwere part of a deal which is set to companies are working on a 
joint ventures were of £S million October 19 completion date. 

. . w annually but still needs The agreement does not affect 

W ,jA?SLrfto shareholder and regulator ap- GEN’S Westland helicopter or 


60 posts could be created- The Analysts stud yesterday’s 
companies are working cm a merger made sense, although 
October 19 completion date. Sandy Morris of ABN Amro 
The agreement does not affect expressed surprise at the 
GEN’S Wes tland helicopter or £78 million price which GKN 


provaL 

Last night all eyes were on 


aerospace interests. 


had extracted given the rela- 


HE/UEy 

BflK£R 

gsUtc 

Agents 


Nick Prest, chairman of Al- tively weak position of its de- I biggest owner of Healey & 


Vickers, the UK’s third tank | vis, said the deal would | fence business. 


/UtOCflTTOM. 

flUOCATtOrJ, 

Allocation 


'JPJL 


of Britain’s withdrawal from BankAmerica will be more a 
the exchange rate mecha- retail bank and less a trader. 

Group linked with Spurs and 

United pays £1 m for Basle 


Roger Cowe 

fixe investment com- 


Enic owns stakes in several 

European clubs, including 
Sparta Prague and Glasgow 
Rangers. It revealed this week 


Investors fail to deliver votes 


Roger Cowe 


IINANCIAL institutions 


T-eouiarly Many pension themselves as owners. They new voting practice and are 

« ^ haw resoonded with need to take ownership of told by their Inves tm ent man- 
W Defies ownership.” agers that they are voting 

the voting She said there were still theirstock.” ^ 

show that widespread breaches of the The main problem was the 
corporate governance code in- antiquated nature of the sys- 
troduced by foe Hampel com- tern for recording votes and 


Baker with a stake of ./ ^ 

nearly 4 per cent, valued at Iff. i \ v 

almost £3 million. a// /y®. ,\ ^ j 

Another 44 partners have A' WP 1 S!2p F ’’tC'-' 

equity stakes in the estate g^ rfnrmg|\ Vfc»- 

agency of various propor- ~T3jD] 9 mwl \ * " Jjpte 
ttons, while 85 more are m^ffllUliai I ilWI HfftfW 
salaried partners who will 

receive smaller payouts Ellis, another UK estate 


Cpany which has been that talks to take over Totten- 
linked with Manchester ham Hotspur had broken 


United and Tottenham Hot- 
spur, yesterday paid £1 mil- 


down but it is still believed to 
be Interested in acquiring foe 


lion to take control of the dub. The investment com- 


Swiss first division club, 
Basle. 


pany said yesterday that the 
new shareholders aimed to 


from the sale. 


agency, was bought by In- 


ffite It will pay just over £400,000 transform foe club's fortunes 
-Sri far half the dub’s shares and through a combination of 
make an interest-free loan of sponsorship, merchandising 
date £600,000. which could eventu- and broadcasting deals. 


Sssis^sas 


ClMt JSZ service Manifest show that 


All the partners have signia of the US. 


all y ri«» fn £1 B mill inn. 

The club was rescued last 


Basel made a loss last year, 
but Enic said foe commerical 


reinvested 35 per cent of The current Healey & year by a group of Swiss in- activities would be increased 
their stakes back In to the Baker board, run by Mr Or- vestors, including the bank significantly. 


^rg^a^caUed.on 

shareholders such as pension 33 per cent of 

funds 10 use their vpj» votes were cast In 15 per ^cent 

If fond managers £ these companies, no more 


only 33 per cent ot still companies, usually up tneir mmas quicm; raxes, 
cast In 15 per cent smaller ones, dominated by enough." Healey & Ba 

iw. no more founding families or strong Ms Wilson said many fond with Cu s h m a n 
SUrTTfifth oTshanfoddingB Individuals, and without tn- managers did not appreciate is the cnlmix 
Z^r^nted by votes cast dependent non-executives.” the link between good corpo- eight-year join 
a Quarter of eompa- Jtfan Rogers of foe National rate governance and good ft- tween the tv 

a V mw more than half ttor Association of Pension Funds nanctal performance, so were consultancies. 

u e t^vnted. said: “I don’t think as many not prepared to devote the The sale is 2 

Wilson, managing di- people are voting their stock same level of resources to vot- trend of UK a 


I delivering them to foe regls- 
! trars who’ manage the pro- 
1 cess. “Some registrars 
require eight days' notice and 
pension funds just cant make 
up their minds quickly 


new estate agency, which chard-Lisle, will continue UBS, a principal sponsor of Sponsorship accounts for 
will continue to be known to manage the business the team. UBS will own a fifth* about a third of total revenue, 
as Healey & Baker in which was first set up in of the shares and has also pro- but new agreements will 
Europe and the Middle 1820 and now employs 750 videdloan capitaL 


East 

Of the £70 million price 


people. 

The combined business 


tag. £21 million inune- will have an estimated I seater stadium^ which will be 


videdloan capital- boost substantially the sums 

The new investors have de- earned over the next three 
veloped plans for a new all- years. Broadcasting is seen as 


diately been paid out in 
taxes. 


Government msy 
inc compulsory — a 
which would horrify foeCity- 


which would nor* Me9 ^ more tnan «*** 


turnover of £368 million 
this year. Last year Healey 


and only a quarter of a^a- 

nle9 saw more than half fomr 


Individuals, and without in- man agers did not appreciate 
dependent non-executives.” the link between good corpo- 
John Rogers of the National rate governance and good fl- 


Healey & Baker's merger & Baker's turnover was 
with Cushman & Wakefield £55 million, 
is the culmination of an Cushman & Wakefield. 


the first in Switzerland to 
meet international football 
safety regulations. 


underdeveloped, but the dub 
will benefit from a new deal 
with the German satellite 
channel SAT 1. 


not prepared to devote the 
same level of resources to vot- 


is the culmination of an Cushman & Wakefield, tourist rates — bank sells 

eight-year joint venture be- founded in 1917, employs , 7 . 

tween the two property 5.500 in 45 cities across the 19,39 ereec o 4 ? 4 M 

consultancies. US and Is 80 per cent owned Belgium 57.02 Hong Kon® 12 j0 

The Mia is also part of a by the Rockefeller Group* Canada 2.4546 India 7 i.S 76 


Germany 2.7649 
Greece 474.09 


Malaysia B.43 
Malta 0.62 


Hong Kong 12 j 65 Netheriande 3.10 


trend of UK end US prop- which is IOO per cent 0.81 


. ;?.Vh as the National of Manifest, said: as say they are. But a lot of mg as they do to othei 

of Pension Funds rector don’t see I pension fends have put In a | of asset management. 

to iirp> their members to vote 


as say they are. But a lot of ing as they do to other aspects erty companies to link np. owned by the Mitsubishi 


WarTjfrr this year Richard I Estate Company. 


Danmark 10.60 
Finland 6.50 
Franca *24 


India 71.576 
Ireland 1.0065 
Israel 6.60 
Italy 2.743 


New Zealand 3.16 
Norway 12.38 
Portugal 281. 80 
Saudi Arabia 6.19 


Singapore 2 JH 

Soom Africa 1025 
Spain 233.68 
Sweden 12.88 
Swttzartand 227 
Turkey 445.520 
USA 1.6343 


Supplied Of NtUWoat (oxc timing njpao, ahakw and mtotior) 






12 SPORTS NEWS 


Ttw* Guardian Wednesday September 16 1998 


Commonwealth Games 



Out of reach England's Cassie Jackman goes to the wall in straight games against Sarah Fitz-Gerald of Australia in the women's squash semi-finals photograph: tom szlukovbto 

Despite the English women’s exit David Hopps finds Scotland’s Peter Nicol in good nick for today’s final against Jonathon Power 

Jackman and Wright blown off court 


Squash 


T HEY are unstoppable 
in the pooL dominant 
from gymnastics hall 
to ten-pin bowL and 
considerably more assertive 
at bailing a taxi Today they 
might begin to receive their 
comeuppance in the athletics 
stadium, but elsewhere there 
is no denying the Australians. 

Commercial links with 
southeast Asia have been an 
Australian priority for years 
and here in Malaysia they are 
trading sweat for golds. Eng- 
land are picking them off as 
well as anyone is. but too 
often there has been little 
choice but to retreat into a 
world of practised irony. 

Caroline Searle. spokes^ 
woman for the England team, 
even officially stated last 


night that "we are not unduly 
concerned" but two years be- 
fore the Sydney Olympics the 
balance has undeniably 
shifted. Australia have over- 
taken England at the top of the 
all-time Commonwealth 
Games medal table, and most 
expect It to stay that way. 

At the squash it was semi- 
finals day and two English 
women were pitied against 
two Australians, the world 
ebampion Sarah Fitz-Gerald 
and the former champion Mi- 
chelle Martin. There was no 
relief the English were dis- 
missed in straight games. 

Australian journalists, 
under pressure of deadlines, 
have adopted the habh in 
Kuala Lumpur of writing up 
victories hours before they 
happen. The semi-finals had 
not even begun and an open- 
ing paragraph on a nearby 


computer suggested: "The 
right to become the public 
face of Australian squash is at 
stake in a gold medal show- 
down.” There was no need to 
change a word. 

The public face of English 
women's squash was easily 
identifiable. In the case of Cas- 
sie Jackman, the world No. 3, 
trounced 9-2. 9-0. 9-2 by Fitz- 
Gerald. it was almost defeatist, 
but the face of Sue Wright, the 
world No. 4, while losing 9-7, 
9-1, 9-2 to Martin, at.least be- 
came red. hot and zesty. But It 
was a losing face all the same. 

Wright has a grip on life's 
priorities as she has nursed 
her mother through cancer 
and is not about to exaggerate 
the importance of sport. But 
at 28. she still has ambitions 
to become world champion 
and has been searching for a 
more orthodox style to that 


end; quick and imaginative, 
she is liable to risk too much. 
The ease of Martin's victory 
will hardly have convinced 
Wright that victory in No- 
vember's world champion- 
ships in Stuttgart is a realis- 
tic proposition. 

Wright beat Martin in the 
Belgian Cup in March and 
her ambitious, high- tempo 
style brought her a 7-5 lead in 
the first game here, only to 
become increasingly exasper- 
ated at her inability to close it 
out. After her exhausting 
quarter-final against New 
Zealand's Leilani Joyce, she 
faded rapidly. 

The contest was by Tar the 
more appealing of the two;, 
Martin, tall and impassive, 
with a long pony-tail that 
bobbed upright to create the 
illusion that she was 6ft-plus; 
Wright, six inches shorter — 


not counting the pony-tail — 
expressive and extrovert, 
rueing the referee's r uling s 
with a ratty good humour. 

Fitz-Gerald comes from a 
family of six but no doubt had 
little trouble getting her own 
way. With her uncomplicated, 
thunderous style she needed 
only 25 minutes to beat Jack- 
man, who failed to set her one 
single question unless it was 
whether she was looking For- 
ward to the final Susan De- 
voy, the Kiwi who dominated 
the game in the 1980s. tipped 
Jackman for the top at the age 
of 19 but the Australians look 
in no mood to abdicate. 

The men's semi-finals gave 
much more sa tisfac tion. The 
Australians were conspicu- 
ously absent and Scotland’s 
world No.l Peter Nicol beat 
England's Paul Johnson in a 
deceptively attritional 9-2, 


9-3, 9-1 contest to set up a 
final today against Canada’s 
Jonathon power. Tm enjoy- 
ing it again." said NicoL 

Power has beaten Nicol on 
their last five meetings and is 
SO adamant about hiS rlaim to 
the world No. 1 ranking that, 
had this been a Shakespear- 
ean tragedy. Nicol would have 
had to concede on account of 
being found stabbed to death 
in the showers. 

Power's straight-games vic- 
tory against the slight but mo- 
bile Welshman Alex Gough 
was a testy affair throughout 
squash being such an intense 
game that bitching at the ref- 
eree seems to come from some 
deep-seated primeval survival 
instinct Power mused: ‘It is 
the only sport in the Common- 
wealth Games where the ath- 
lete turns on the referee as 
part of the game." 


Steven Downes sees the Australian 
wonder kid set up his greatest test so far 

Gold record 
day for The 
Thorpedo 


Swimming 


T HE teenager they call 
The Thorpedo won 
another two gold med- 
als last night and 
sanit another brace of Com- 
rtion wealth Gaines records. 

Ian Thorpe, the 15-year-Old 
schoolboy from Sydney, col- 
lected gold medals numbers 
three and four here in the 
men's 400 metres freestyle 
and 4x100m relay, setting up a 

thrilling showdown with Eng- 
land's world record-holder 
James Hickman in today's 
200m butterfly. Another vic- 
tory for Thorpe would equal 
the record number of golds 
won by a mala swimmer at a 
single Commonwealth 
Games. 

Australia have now won 35 
medals out of a total of 60 pre- 
sented so far in the racing 
pool. But while their unre- 
lenting dominance saw them 
drown an challenges as they 
a gain won all five golds last 
night, England bail the conso- 
lation of a bronze medal from 
Adam Whitehead, a teenager 
who promises to revive the 
British breaststroke 
tradition. 

Aged 18 and making his 
senior international debut. 
Whitehead was by some way 
file novice in the 200m breast- 
stroke final So nervous was 
the Coventry schoolboy that 
he was physically sick in the 
preparation room before the 
morning heats. Yet his final 
performance was one of com- 
posed, controlled swimming. 

As Simon Cowley — who 
trains with Thorpe — com- 
pleted a breaststroke medal 
douhle In 2m In 13.18sec, pip- 
ping Ryan Mitchell to the 
gold. Whitehead’s 2.14.44 for 
thir d was a significant mark. 

Since David Wilkie’s Olym- 
pic gold 22 years ago, only the 
former world record-holder 
Nick Gillingham and now 
Whitehead, among Britons, 
have managed to swim inside 
2.15: .. 

Whitehead gave up his A- 
level studies last Christmas to 
concentrate on his swim- 


ming. "Now t don’t know 
whether I’ll go back." he said 
yesterday, looking towards 
the 2000 Olympics. "Of 
course. I want Co try lu 
achieve what Nick and 
Adrian Moorhouse did." 

Thorpe's success in the 
400m freestyle was still stun- 
ning for all that It was ex- 
pected: his time of 3.44.35 is 
the second fastest ever anil 
broke the Games record, es- 
tablished by Kieren Perkins 
four years ago. Thorpe left the 
Olympic champion. New Zea- 
land's Dan yon Loader, trail- 
ing in the wake of yet another 
Australian 1-2-3. 

At 6ft 5in tali and ISst. 
Thorpe is the biggest phenom- 
enon to hit the water since 
Perkins announced his 
arrival as a force in world 
swimming eight years ago. 
Perkins, having won two 
Olympic 1500m freestyle 
golds, is possibly Australia's 
biggest sporting star and a 
multi-millionaire — so fam- 
ous he has had a celebrity 
walk-on part in Neighbours. 

Yesterday was two years to 
the day before the Olympic 
flam e is due to be ignited in 
Thorpe’s home city. The 
rewards which await the 
youngster if he were to domi- 
nate there, as he may well do. 
hardly bear thinking about. 

Since winning the 400m 
freestyle world title in Perth 
last January, he has already 
signed endorsement deals 
worth £150.000 and has earned 
another £15.000 in govern- 
ment grants for being ranked 
world No. 1 in three events. 

"I don’t know how much 
faster I can get," Thorpe said, 
looking ahead two years. 
More immediately, though, 
today's 200m butterfly may be 
tough going for the youngster. 
Even before he raced in Aus- 
tralia's 4 x 100m freestyle suc- 
cess last night where Eng- 
land won bronze behind 
Canada, he was complaining 
of the toll which five events in 
four days had taken. 

Tm hurting a lot at the mo- 
ment” Thorpe said, the first 
sign so far at these Games 



Trying time . . . Andrew Roche of the Isle of Man hit the tyre 
barrier but was unhurt and carried on racing greg baker 

Wohlberg clocks on with a 
gold as McGregor misses out 

Watt won gold and bronze 
respectively, with Canada’s 
Linda Jackson second. 

Meanwhile, Ghana lodged 
the first protest of the boxing 
tournament and a South Afri- 
can was carried out of the 
ring in the quarter-finals. 

In the featherweight div- 
ision. Siphwo Nongqayl was 
knocked out less than a min- 
ute into the first- round by 
Papua New Guinea's Lynch 
Tpera. Doctors later declared 

him in no danger. 

Ghanaian officials pro- 
tested over the South African 
flyweight Phumzile Matyhi- 
la's 16-15 points win over Ab- 
dula! Ami du. “This is a lie. 
This is useless.” the Ghana- 
ian team manag er A K John- 
son shouted at judges. “My 
guy dearly won. The result is 
biased.” Tour name nt officials 
dismissed the protest. 

Three British boxers are 
guaranteed at least bronze 
medals: Scotland's Alex 
Arthur and Northern Ire- 
land's Liam Cunningham in 
the featherweight division 
and England’s light-heavy- 
weight Courtney Fry. 

But Fry said ’T don’t deserve 
a medal yet" after his first bout 
of the Games had ensured a 
place on the rostrum following 
a first-round bye. 


Cycling 


E RIC WOHLBERG won the 
road-race time-trial gold 
medal yesterday but the ab- 
sence of Chris Boar dm an took 
some of the gloss off the Cana- 
dian's vict&ry. 

Boardman. a renowned 
time-trial specialist is still 
recovering from a viral infec- 
tion and decided against com- 
peting in Malaysia. 

"Chris being here would 
have made victory complete, 
but I’m still delighted to have 
won the Commonwealth title. 
He is the best but I intend to 
challenge him nrev." Wohl- 
berg said. 

The early leader. Stuart 
O’Grady of Australia, lost 
nearly a minute changing a 
wheel after crashing, which 
allowed the Canadian to take 
gold. South Africa's David 
George won the bronze. Eng- 
land's Stuart Dangerfield and 
Chris Newton were the best 
British finishers, sixth and 
seventh respectively. 

Yorkshire's Yvonne McGre- 
gor. the current holder of the 
women’s world hour record, 
finished fourth in the 
women’s event, which was 
again dominated by Austra- 
lia. Anna Wilson and Kathy 


Hockey 


England 
in double 
difficulty 


Pat Rowley 


E NGLAND'S men and 
women remain un- 
beaten as the group 
matches near completion 
but evidently neither team 
believe In doing things the 
easy way. 

The women needed a last- 
gasp goal to beat a poor 
Canada side 2-1 and stay on 
top of their group but the 
men dropped points again, 
being held 2-2 by Malaysia. 

With Canada's men send- 
ing Kenya home pointless 
by beating them 6-0. four 
teams were locked together 
on five points with one 
game each to play. Canada 
have the best goal differ- 
ence with plus 6. ahead of 
their final group opponents 
Malaysia (4), England (2) 
and Pakistan <l). 

So England will probably’ 
have to beat Pakistan today 
In tbeir final match to 
reach the semi-finals. At 
least this is not as brilliant 
a Pakistan side as usual. 

England played excep- 
tionally yesterday and de- 
served more than a draw 
against Malaysia. They led 
through Justin Pidcock’s 
first international goal bat 
gifted goals to Chairil Aziz 
and Mirnawan Nawawi be- 
fore Jon Wyatt converted a 
SOth-minute penalty. 

England's women were 
on top against Canada bnt 
the forwards too often 
seemed afraid to attack the 
circle. Bui Mandy Nichol- 
son atoned for a nervous 
first-half display with a 
timely double, the opening 
goal coming when Jane 
Sixsmith burst into the cir- 
cle and squared the ball for 
Nicholson to jab through 
the goalkeeper’s legs. 

Then, 12 minutes later in 
a rare Canadian attack, 
Carolyn Read blocked a 
corner and Aolbhinn 
Grimes put away the 
rebound. England moved 
up a gear after that and 
Nicholson scored a superb 
solo goal four minutes from 
time, lobbing first over the 
goalkeeper and then a cov- 
ering defender. 

But England's failure to 
build a decent goal differ- 
ence could yet see them 
playing the favourites Aus- 
tralia in the semi-finalS. 


Round-up 



Fever scare as three go sick 


Flat out . . . the Indian cricketer Amay Khura&ia receives 
attention after collapsing from the heatPHorooRAPH: qavid gray 


T HE heat, humidity and 
health hazards of Ma- 
laysia's tropical cli- 
mate are taking their tolL 
Yesterday officials began 
spraying the athletes’ vil- 
lage with mosquito repel- 
lent after three people had 
gone down with suspected 
dengue fever. 

Robert Thornton, an Aus- 
tralian official, joined one 
of the team’s fans and a 
New Zealand team doctor 
in hospital after showing 
symptoms of the viral fe- 
ver. “Robert could have a 
strain of dengue fever,” 
said the Australian team 
spokesman Ian Hanson. 
"He's in a lot of pain, ach- 
ing all over.” 


As there were 19.000 
cases of the potentially 
fatal disease in Malaysia 
last year. Scotland’s team 
doctors advised their ath- 
letes not to wear kilts at 
last Friday's opening cere- 
mony to avoid being bitten 
by mosquitoes. 

Yesterday the Indian 
cricketer Amay Khurasia 
collapsed with heat strobe 
while fielding during the 
match against Australia. 

He was taken off on a 
stretcher, covered with 
bags of ice and put on a sa- 
line drip. A team official 
said Khurasia would have 
batted in a close match, but 
when it became clear India 
were going to lose he was 


taken to hospital as a 
precaution. 

Australia won by 145 
runs, with Steve Waugh 
completing an unbeaten 
century off the last ball of 
his side's innings. They will 
play New Zealand in the 
semi-finals tomorrow. 

England's men's hockey 
team were put on saline 
drips at half-time to avoid 
dehydration in their pool 
match 2-2 draw with Ma- 
laysia. Their coach Barry 
Dancer said: “The players 
can lose as much as four ki- 
lograms. They were the hot- 
test conditions we’ve 
played in. We’ll spend the 
next 24 boors sleeping and 
taking In fluids.'’ 


Kuala Lumpur results 


Bowls 

■eni Sfeiglos: S e ct ion A: T AOcocfc [Engl 
W J Henry [Nlj 7S-C1: R Qaition fTIml W □ 
MorquaxW (jot I 55-23; S Mn io n (Aus) « 
N MoHch <Gue) 75- C Tangnhoni |F1|! 
m I iia (Png) 26-20: C Wam tiug u (Ken) tx 
T flown) (Sam) 25-16 Section Gb K Tot- 
ton (NO) bl J Prlco (WjUaa) 25-19; R toao- 
aojr (NT) M S AJul (MAS) 25-18; W Wood 
(Scot) W A KayaaB (Z*ml 25-1?. K Jems 
I Can I bl A Samp (Bru) 25-11. C IWcharrt 
sen |8ot> tx D CaJitx iFrtm) 25-24. 

Fem Section Ai A MXUwy/K WatatiTS 
OnWH Jntsislnn (Aus) bl T Tuniurt/T C 
Faasau/P Tuuaj/T £ne Foa (Sam) 23-14. ■ 
Woris y /O Burgnoo/J Bed/A Tho ms on 
(Eng) bl Ft Marscaranhas/T Monon/1 Mor- 
Un & A Mtcka l Bos) 23-18; J Shn P e j/Q 
I muis i/V B ErioWm/A JeUbert 
(Nam) M R Lal/S Khan/A Lal/fl Shankar 
<F,j| 93-17; K IngonlJ McMpre/J Att- 
kon/a Adrofci (Scoo W N Namun/K Torao/ 
K MIKI'J VVau (Png) 20-16: N Burfun/R 
Rsyflofd/B Mafc UHJW Radohmo (SA) bl 
R Harden^ Cwnming/M McNelll/A Ft opt- 
ion ,'Zim) 98-14. taction Bh P BaSao/A 
Cor t irti lP BiawR Mayor (NT) H I Jo new 
K Roney/S ftofctk/K Jones (Can) axij. N 
Reos/I Nario/lfl Aastey/D Wilkins 
(Wales) bl M A Tan AMullah/J JOharVN 
SatXi/S 3 aril (Mas) 21-18: HUH Moham- 
med/P H NMnta/A C Toba/L HaJI S at- 
‘ (Bru) « T Smifh/D BramieySL TakJs/O 
Toison (Swz) 29-19; V O M U TakaraamV 
tomnUE Panta/P M Uitirti (Cok| M O 
R wootiey/M Giaoam/D w smrtfira A 
HfnJw (Nil) 17-15. M MoHegh/I McCtora' 
N Bu rtt V C MoCtoy iNIj bt I Morrien/D 
BagllrWP Ingrovilie/D Shaw |Guet 20-17. 
Woman WnRr 5 mo tio n A: J Potraat 

(Scot) 6J V Be. (Png) 26-15; A 
(Zarri) bi M Johnston (Ml 25-14. L 
(SA) MKA Herman (Jer) 2&-M. II 
(MZj m R Prasad (Fiji 25-8 Section Be T 
Harry iCofc) a F Anderson (Boo 25-24; J 
tan (Wales i « L Utoa (Sam) 25-7. J 
tor (Eng) bl B Ainsworth (Nam) 25-21; 
A Bum (Aus) « S Rantm (Mas) 25-19. 
Ptin Section Ai M Uitimm /J Hotinm 
(Scot) « S Ah'S Mai (Mas) 24-14; P Mont- 
Mfflgry'B Cameron (Nlj Grew W1D1 B Mali/ 
H Lulpa (Zainj 21-21; K Kmras/M Price 
(Ena) Dt E TrebertfA Women (Guo) 22-13; 
A SvtiMrtond/R Joans (Wales) bl S Kar- 
MDd/B BaMa (Ken) 17-12 J Paynom Cas- 
tle (NZ) t» P Turlon/E Sanchez (Ntll 28- 1C. 

Mon Bi J Jon aaTS Syetct (Jot) bl J 
Acevo/K McGravIe (Swz) 22-17; L Uad- 
W ) Pp ymlC an P l ii aela (Ham) bl 5 
Glcnn/J HocklBOd (SA| 18-14; R UsHful 
Ttiri (Coftl bt M Woirl/H Man an (Png) 
23-iD; J ktiti tiC H ow a rd — an 0 
<2m) Dt O Au/M CleutJm (Can) 24-19. a 
ia/W Faq (Aual bl P Lce'M Porter 
(Sami 27-6. 

Boxing 

O ntW H M la 3 Iky. V Mstytriki ISA) w 
A AmWu (Gha) 18-1& L Cunnl n ul i ciu (Nil 
bt J Hognay (Eng) SB-12; J AoHui 
(Uganda) hi 0 Uasngura (3in| 18-14; R 
~ 100 (Mru bi R Ahmad (Mas) 14-14 
(c-ou raw cm 

MW M Ynmbn Yomtia nan) M C Mu- 
sonda (Zim) Z7-8: A Vosoh (Mas) OJ S 


Mobura (SA) 16-14; H Hvmfle (Cmr) btT 
AMu (Uga) 14-11 A Keener (Con) bl J 
VeUm (Nam) 20-9 

BTlcy: M O’tioruMH (Con) U M Alexander 
(Ban 6-1: U toera (Png) bt 3 Nongqari 
(SA) ho 1; J l— i (Aus) bt J Lowry |NI| 
IB-9: A Alea (Scot) bt K Adam (Uganda) 
14-11. 

81kpep)i (Engi bl P Latin (Sam) 15-6. 
S Odbulu (Ken) bt S Donaldson (Wales) 
'M c Mpmi (Gha) t* E cox (Bar) 9-6; 
T Amos (Can) « G Singh (Ind) 11-7. 

Cricket 


Australia 255-5 (SO errors). India 
110 (37.2 overs] Australia won by 145 
runs. Gro up Ct Nonhem Ireland 177 |4B.s 
overs) Bangladesh 63 (21.1 avers). North- 
em Ireland won by '« runs Barbados 
254-6 (50 overs). South Alnce 257-6 (48-2 
overs) South Alnce won by lour widens 
Gnnp D> New Zealand 215-8 (SO overs]. 
Paktstan 134 (42.5 overs) Haw Zealand 
won by 81 runs. Scotland 156-7 (50 avers). 
Kenys 157-5 (37.3 overs). Kenya won by 
live wiefcats. 


Cycling 


W— — :M > wn in ith .t. h w 4 lfcwmtrMli7.A 

Wilson (Aus) 37mln 34««cs; Z L Jackson 
(Can) 3834: 3. K Walt (Aus) 3838. 4. r 
McGregor (Eng) 38.4ft 5 M Hughes 
Wales) 39/49: ft A Samptomus (Con) 
39S4; 7. J Feldhahan (Aus) 39-55: 8. M 
Lawrence (Engl 4048; 8. A Harms (Can) 
41.56. 10. L Jonas (Wales) 4l.« 11. C 
Greenwood (Waiesl 42.39: 12. C Glltiuan 
|Eng) 42.41. 13, B Metier (Sam) 42.50: 14. 
A Vsn Wyfc (SA) 43 10: IS. Z Anderson 
(6cot) 43.43; 16. S M units (Jar) 45.12: 17. C 
Klsynhans (Nam) 45,13; IB. N Asrfrw Sulei- 
man (Mas) 48.30; 19, S Gravel is (Flu 52.47. 
20. C Thoms (Pl|) 54 55. 

Hen 4 2km Brno trtJ* 1. E Wohlberg 
(Can) S3mln IBsec Z S O' Grady (Aus) 
63 JO; 3. D George ISA) S3 J8: 4. M Wnua 
lAus] 54.05. 5. J Perry (SA) 54.09, B. S 
OanjarfleU (Engl 54.13: 7. C Newton (Eng) 
S4.16; 8. M An and (Can) 55.08: 9. P Hogers 
(Aus) £5 17; 10. A Hunter (SA) 5543; 11, J 
Giodweli (Sear) 55.27; 12. D McCann (Nl) 
55.52; 13. L USrtaigen (NZ) 68.17; 14. P 
Haberland (Mn) 5624; 15. S Firby (Jw) 
58 32-. 18. M H symans (Nami 56.46: 17. M 
Posfle (Walagl 57 (C. 18. E HuObard (Ber) 
57.13; 19. A Holden (loM) 5740. 20. S Ra- 
7SJ| (Mss) 57 36. 21. D NJau (Ketil 57 59; 22. 
R Moort (Scot) 56.30, ZJ. O Uerren (Cay) 
5*L £6: 24. M Hamad (Mas) 6848; 23. F 
Sum boson |Nem) 59.44; 26. S Hamilton (NT) 
6A S8. 27. J Cel Hers (Nam) 1:0042; 28. J 
Boone INI) irOI.08. 28. C Omondi (Ken) 
1.0146: 30. C Mayer (Mrl) 14144. 


Hockey 


■ok Post At Australia 2 New Zealand 0. 
Pool B: England 2 Malaysia 2 Canada 6 
Kenya 0 

W nmnn Pool A: Trtrddsd tuvi Tobago 2 
Jamaica ft Scotland 2 Malaysia 1. Pool ft 
Wales 3 Namibia ft England 2 Canada 1 

Netball 

Pool Ai England 52 Jamaica 51: Australia 
85 Canada 25; Barbados 58 Malaysia 3a 


Pool ft New Zealand 91 Cook Island 28: 
South Africa 66 Wain 27. Malawi 77 Sri 


Shooting 


l.jRana/ 

A PandN (Ind) l.iSdpts; 2. J Roenon/M 
igorov (Cam 1.150: 3. B QuWM Glustirv- 
isno (Aus) 1.749. 4, p Fllppant/P Clartt 
(Engl 1.141: 5. M Hashlm Desa/M Man 
(Mas) 1.136; a G ysiavlcftjj Waaedno (NZ) 
1.134. 7. A McOonald/A Van EmmenlS ISA) 
1.132; 8, R Khan/M Boots iPak) 1.126; & S 
CraflTS Pengelly (Wain) 1.11ft 10. L MaH 
norbe/J Erasmus (Nam) 1.070: 1 1. M Rob- 
InaoiKA Olanny (Nil) 1030: 12. W Matthew/ 
A Appleby (Png) 998: 13. G DMJH*/D Part 
(Pal) 839 

Stiws fj Pwirsi 1. C StrnOa/A NicolaJdes 
(Cyp) raapts; 2. A Austln/D Harvey (Eng) 
787; 3, O McCuKheon/J Trlncl (Can; 186, 4. 
C Booon/D Cunningham (Aus) 184: 5. N 
Keiry/G Cad In (loMI 183: 8. r Marsden/M 
Thomson (Scot) 181; 7. G Ji*m/B Thom- 
son (NZ) 178: 8. D O avies/M Allan (Wales) 
178: 9. K Inam/A Sultan (Pakl 170; 10. T 
CtoeFefrQKskChuantMas) 1 73:11. H Pg 
Muda/M Abdul Aziz (Bru) 172; 12. p Ln/M 
V Lorraln (Sint 188: 13. P Valia'S PtitlelH 
OWtl 136. 

Womaat Prim Ah- nisi oh 1. A Forder/C 
Trefry lAus) 748pcs; Z T CorrlgaiVJ Laaa 
(NZ) 747: 3. K AM JaUVS Qthman (Mas) 
748; 4, C Page/H Preston (Eng) 740. 5. H 
vrnes'ngham Aoeymanne ISrtJ T3*. 8. S 
Stngn/S Rona (Ind) 733; 7. K Eagles/V 
“arm <Can) 7Z7; 8. H Levy/P Van Def Wlh 
den (SA) 723 

Pati* Sport mw ftroo nnsMSHS. I. C 

Aaltcralt/S Bowes (Can) 1.133; 2. V MdrflnT 
D Porgieter (SA) 1.115: ft S Mantesh'j 
Thomson (Soog 1,11ft 4, C Oulgley/S 
McCready \Aw) 1.110. S. M Wcrama- 
snflhA'P AamanayoM (Sri) 1.108: 6. A 8a- 
kor/S Awang Ahbar (Mas) 1.107; 7. R Un- 
nlkrtehnan/A Vedpsihak (tod) 1.106. ft L 
BryeWK Morion (Eng) 1.10ft 0. 6 Suliana/S 
Parveen (Ban) 1.096; 1ft E Tsal/S Johnston 
(NZ) 7.062: 11. C Be*t/J Fords (Bor) 1.021. 

Squash 


nk J P ow er (Can) bl A 
Gough (Wales) 9-4 9-Z 9-i : P Meal 
(Sari) bt P Johnson (Eng) 9-2. 9-3. 9-1 
Wornton S Rtz-Genrid (Aus) bt C JBCh- 
man (Enfl) *-2. B-0, ft* H Martin (Au3J Efl 
S Wright (Eng) 9-7. 9-1. 9-2 

Synchronised 

Swimming 


1, j Tamen/K 

Ktilesa (Cam S3324pts: 2. N Young/1 
Olevshv (Aus) 3(477. ft H tiooper/A Can- 
son (Eng) 87 130; 4. j CTtsn/H Sotlan (Mn) 
81477. 


Swimming 


Moot 400m f rs as i yfc Ifctafc 1 . | Thorpe 
(Aus) 3mrn 4445sec 2. G Hacked (Aus) 
3*4.68; 3. 0 KowaJsM (Aus) 3.4841: 4. D 
Loader (NZ) ft49.11; 5. R F Noethllnfl (SA) 
3S1AV. 6, G Smith VScol) 353.73: 7, M 
Johnston (Can) 3J83*. 8. J Seller (Eng) 
4.00.8ft Bfinati 1. M Mcwha (Can) 4.00 06: 


2. B Sallee (Can) 44045: J. D Ung (Mas) 
44122: 4. M Chay (Sin) 4.0544; 5. S Cam- 
eroon (NZ) 4.084ft 6. S Ju Wei (31 "1 
4.0646; 7. D AJIeyne (Bar) 4.08 71; 8. N 
Cameron (Nl) 44845. 
ftOOm brautsoofca ftwafc 1, 8 Cowley 
(Aus) 2. 13.73; ft R S Mltchalt (Aus) 2.73 20: 
A A Whitehead (Eng) 2.14A4: 4. T Parkin 
(SA) ft 1540; 5. P Rogers (Aus) 2.1647; ft ( 
Edmond ^Can) 2.1A4Q: 7. A Chan (Can) 
ft 1745: a. E cma (Mas) 2.18.77. B IU 1. 
J Rirrt (Can) 2.1840; Z M Boullanne (Can) 
2.18.74; ft D Mew (Eng)^L20.D8; 4, R Mo- 
dan (Eng) 24043; 5. J Lewie (Wales) 
24149; 6. A AyarS (WWes) 241.13; 7. A 
Brse (Nl) Z21M; ft S Ferguson (NZ) 
244 62. 

4«H>C»oi fraoota*e (tosh 1. Australia 
3.17.83; Z Canada 02147: 3. England 
322.13: 4. New Zealand 32245; ft Wales 
3.28.09: ft Malaysia 03227: 7. Bermuda 
336.78: ft Scotland dtaq. 

Wo m a n. lOftu tmUe r ff y tort 1. p 
Thornes (Aim) 59.4ft 2. S O NelU lAus) 
99.61: ft K Godtrey (Aus) 100.14; 4. 5 AH 
bourale (Can) 10128. 5. J Dagtsu (Con) 
14138; ft R Du Pteaald ISA) 14120: 7. C 
Fool (Enfl) 14239: 8. S Evanetz (Can) 
142.76. B fcat 1. MPedder (Eng) 14ft 46: 
Z S Cropper (in) 7.0321; ft M Papadopow- 
tou (Cyp) 1.0331: 4. C Bouvron (Sin) 
143.75: 5. G Lee (Eng) 14345. 6. K Martin 
(Scot) 14*46; 7. H Nonolh (NZ) 1.0504; 8. 
L Cardwell (Nl) l.Q5i79. 
lotto, armMnk* (tart l, H Denman 
(Aus) 1 08.71; 2. S Riley (A«A1 1.09.08. 3. L 
Van Oosien (Cm) 148.1 1; 4. J Russell (SA) 
1.1147. 5*. C Hildreth t Aus). L Blackburn 
(Can) 1.1148, 7. c Chuy (Con) 1.11 15; a, J 
King (Eng) 1.1241. a flnat: 1. l Lena Toy 
(Mm) 7.13 IS i L HMdmarsh lEnq) 
1.132S: ft L C Robinson (Ml 1.1348: 4. H 
Watts (Quel 1.144k ft G Warion (WaJsoi 
i.m« 8: 6. B Robertson (Scot) 1 1442: 7. E 
K Robmeon INI) 1.15.32: 0. D Zhlmei Tea 
(Sin) 1.15,81. 

Tenpin Bowling 

Mem Softies: Loading «adHora 1, K 

Ang (Mas) 2306 pins; ft W Rowe (Can) 
227 7: ft P Ryan (Aus) 2944: 4. a Hood lEng) 
2231. 5. G Camlnsky (SA) 2183 


C HnneyeAurch (Aus) 255S, 2. J AmJinmr 
(Can) 2378: UK Ngoh (Mas) 2373; 4. m 
N able (Aus) 2226: 5. S Zuikrtli (Mas) 9i7a. 

Medals Table 



NH. Two bronzes awanM bt woman’s m 
men s ream bodininion 


Boxing 


England riled 
by ringside 
score cheats 

T HE England boxing coacb 
lan Irwin yesterday criti- 
cised “gamesmanship" at the 
Gaines tournament in Kuala 
Lumpur where scores are 
being relayed to coaches at 
ringside. 

It is forbidden to signal 
scores to corners during 
bouts, but some countries 
have been doing so — and 
walkie-talkies and mini-tele- 
visions have even been spot- 
ted in the sparse crowds. 

The punch-by-punch com- 
puter scores are displayed in 
the corner of screens purely 
as a service to the television 
audiences. 

Before the Games Irwin 
tried to arrange for running 
scores to be delivered to each 
corner at the end of the round 
so that the practice was open 
and fair for every country. 
But the idea, put forward at 
the technical meeting, was 
rejected by Games officials. 

There were similar prob- 
lems during the last Games in 
Victoria and officials had to 
take steps to ensure that 
scores were not signalled. 

‘'Some know how 
and it's 

totally unfair, it really needs 
rectifying. We spoke strongly 
about It in the technical meet- 

competition 
started. We said flat tf we 
wanted wide-open scoring — 
and it s the only game that you 
□on t know the score as vou go 
along — then could we at least 
nave a runner to both corners 
with the score on a piece of 
paper? That was rejected.” 
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Racing 


Wednesday September 16 1698 


T amarisk heads 
for Breeders’ Cup 


Graham Rock 


T amarisk has been 
sow to Coolxaore and 

will be sent to Wayne 
Lukas to be trained 
lor the Breeders’ Cup before 
being retired to stud. But the 
totura for Einaitirn who beat 
Roger Charlton's sprinter de- 
cisively in the July Cup, is 
less cer tain 

An impressive winner of 
the Stanley Leisure Sprint 
Cup at Haydock, Tamarisk 
was bought by the Highdere 
Thoroughbred Racing Syndi- 


cate for 78,000 guineas at the 
Tattersalls Yearling Sales In 
Newmarket, and Coolmore 
nave paid in excess of £1 mil- 
lion for the recent Group (hie 
winner. 

Tamarisk will leave Charl- 
ton's stable before the end of 
the month to prepare for 
Breeders' Cup day. Wayne 
Lukas win decide whether his 
acquisition contests the | 
Sprint, over six ftxriangs on j 
dirt, or the Mile, on turf. i 

Charlton thought that bis I 
sprinter would not be suited 
by the kickback of the Chur- 
chill Downs dirt track, but he j 


Caster can plot a smooth course 


I final season as a trainer, 
Lynda Ramsden will be fiat 
out to maximise opport uni - 
ties for the horses in her 
string and Master Caster 
(4.00), who Joined the yard 
from David Loder’s In the 
spring, should win his first 
race for the stable in the 
John Mangles Memorial 
Handicap at Beverley, 
writes Graham Rock. 

Over this course last hwp 
M aster Caster finished a 
respectable second to Scent 
Of Success, making good 
progress in the final 300 


yards, having not found 
room to challenge nntii 
Michael Sttrate’s filly had 
galloped clear. The winner 
went on to follow up at 
Windsor next time. 

Master Caster, with 
stable jockey Simmy For- 
tune aboard for the first 
time in recent weeks, 
win at the expense of Holy 
Smoke, winner of two of 
her last three races. She 
receives only 51b from my 
selection, th o ugh , and off 
his present mark Master 
Caster should record his 
first success on turf 


I accepts that it is logical for 
his best horse to have an 
American preparation Bor his 
final race. 

Elnadim has been an 
enigma this season, winning I 
the July Cup like a champion, 
but failing in his other races, 
and he trailed in at the rear 
behind Tamarisk at Haydock. 
Mystified by that lack-lustre 
run, and Ma disappointing, 
effort behind Locbangel in 
the Nunthorpe ' Stakes, at 
York, John Dunlop has sent 
his sprinter to Newmarket for 
veterinary tests. 

Dunlop's Silver Patriarch 
worked well on Lady Hemes’ 
gallops yesterday morning, 
and runs in the Irish St Legm- 
an Saturday, in which Godol- 
phin’s Kayf Tara will be rid- 
den' by John Reid. Frankie 
Dettori goes to Longchamp to 
ride AUztbr in the Frix de la 
Salamandre. 

Stravinsky, favourite for 
the 2^)00 Guineas, has been 
entered for the Salamandre, 
but may go for the Min Reef 
Stakes at Newbury on Satur- 
day if the ground in France is 
too testing. Hi« trainer, Aldan 
O'Brien, has 10 entries for the 
National Stakes at The Cw- 
ragh on Sunday but the 
Champagne Stakes runner- 
up, Commander Collins, will 
miss the Irish race and wait 
for the Grand Crlterium. 


Sandown Jackpot card 



SPORTS NEWS 13 


Rugby League 


|| Beverley eight- 



2.15 

GRAHAM ROCK 
Entente 


2.-15 

L'Agnean Noir 

.. 

320 

DtezSbow 


3.50 

Raimnn 

• J-*.-,-- 

4 25 

Hnbot* 


455 

Aft) Dancer 

i 

525 

FteUs Of Omagh 


TOP FORM 

nggft 


320 Quiz Stow Hob Navigator 

3.50 Ramun Social Scene 

425 Hototiy RMtorinto&rap) 

4 55 Aft Dancer That Man Ogata 

525 Homs Of Omagh FMds Of Omagh 

RigM- tawed, tesflng course of 1m5f wffli 430 nr-ki Straight 51 vNtii Is upNI throughout. 
Gotng: Good. Good to Soft hi places. * Denotes Winters. 

Dim: lUgti numbers best In 2.45 & 455. 

Sewn day w h ew s. None. 

BOnkoied flnt ttaw: None. 

Vtamwt 2.45 Estacada. 320 Hob Navigator 425 Peridot 525 Jamah. 


2 4 CE1F. NOVICE STAKES 2Y0 

■ I 971 £3.534 (4 declared) 


4fcn I w7f £3534 (4 declared) 

»1H) 1222 HgoBflS) HOnma 9-4 TWaM 

HH0 2241 Irtafltogieflqn ft total 9-2 D»MM M 

WS(1) 51 EstaaM(BqJDu£p5-13 Pit EM* ■ 

104 p) 3 SaHwantei (M) ft awtWlB-12 TSpnka to 

Batting: 13-8 Edeoad. 3-1 Wa*. Saari 5a*wh. 7-Z Id* 0( Mapfe 

Hrn sax - Woita htf DIN oiflraced Ekm tom, 2M d 5. a httat Stan d DhmIi 71 Mid. GO. tali V 
■tote ihi it. ltd a out oman op no ir dm. onto***. «■ te a *» to* at a nrt wei »«, 

Ertnafc Hto/s. tnmbo*. U aril kadi M totano, iaa gran, on dear, man by 28 torn Axdortg d 
tendon H ito mb &L Smart Sanoaato SUM sw, hmte* a tu, n m tarts ftoi Mag, W d 5, 1» 
Mm Crmi d Trees at iimpun 71 tat Gd-fta. 

0 % yflCHOHO&HBJ) SERVICES MAIDEN AUCTHM STAKES 2Y0 

AaHfWH £3.680 {20 declared) 


A CE WILLOW CLAIMING STAKBS 

*hvv 5f £3,035 (14 declared) 

Bm (14) 020030 Btobax (t3) II Srtmn 3-8-0 J tart 83 

ana i«H4 Twitan Ag* (iqiaqscimaisB-s-ii h Tab* an 

03(7) 31S02B ■anaa** Buy (11) J Bony 3-8-8 Pat EMoty 65 

0401) 2Z380- Tomaa ntatommeionas-e-e ts m n 

605(12) 00403 Mo Drormnuoann 3-8-7 T total M 

000 pq oram Lmgtock lad p)P)WM*5-B-6 Itata 0mm 02 

00713 MOOOD Bmi9wOmpap)BJ»ii1tMM DSmd* TB 

600(1) SUD22 IwlHabtodte (03(09 HHnknnb 10-8-4 I Man 80 

001(13) 0-2BQQ C«*» Ora mCOps 3-8-3 Pte EM* 00 

BMR 064)00 W*ea(j«t» Gold Pte|D)Jloq 9-6-3 8 Mil fi 77 

fill R 353006 nftapMay(H| Mrs L States 3-8-1 PPUMR* 03 

60 R 603300 Hammy Itaa (22) (D) J BtoQV 4-7-13 ft CaHi 80 

BOH 306080 PiateFatan (2q mWGM Tune 3-7-13 L tonal (7) 81 

1(4(4 120553 toi* Wafer (25) JBrtijir 3-7-11 S Orman 05 

BrtltaF 5-2 Lad H|fi Atanl, 4-1 1 M Uan Agdn. 6 -r Aft B -1 Badnc. 10-1 Uamart Bor. 12-1 
Tomoa Fuji. Mapm*. 



C LEVY BOARD HANDICAP 

vitaw 1 m 6f £3,139 fiB decttredl 


£3,680 {20 declared) 

0 BPtote(IU)Biiate>8-fl PtoHto* 86 

000 Prim Of toon mil tan fr* t.W O 

00 CMhteaJWTHHanM PmIMio* 81 

0 Nmta (nPwMi 8-8 K 

00 DaaM (U)6lUanB-8 * M 

m . MBiBM f*** - AIM S 

W3 Jam* Du (is an A Jre 9-3 D 5 mm* *90 


aim 0 H Plato ( 112 ) B Med 

20Z[17) OQQ MnOftogaaPDI 

283 n-6 00 CMhteljmTWU 

2016] D Manta pSPmtaiB- 

205 (tq 00 DaaM(12)GLUCUI 

20518 OSD Bo* Dram ton 

ard) 0 npmertmPwmnl 

zncq «* gto tOmry fflEBa 

aonq 06 Wl ftaci (jj Lad H 

210ID 02523 Jama Dm (15) pf) A 


050 l«y Dw*m Hl» G Know* 8-6 

D PtoMor (12) hWkh 9-6 


an sia. a 
iMtatono. 


at ( 18 ) 30 Mem* mu miii B- i —Twmi ■ 

B20 00065 On 5kap3)TDNCGMir8-1 8 * 

21361 Doa«wBiMte5l»iW»wi8-1 „ J te M — 

214(151 BUcoWiM MB-l -> H — 

215(11! In te wl i M Ow— i8 -1 —- SSI ~ 

nong jw aim Matamn 5-i fcp4**“* — 

217(8) 00 U Paati Hq B Mn rfan 6-1 — slSfZ 79 

ZUriJ) C i ton |i« Tn ataaP 6M)to 7-12 M .Bafcl p) — 

aOR 0U EftacaOoflBBSoMy 7-12 8 ^** 2 

Sana ? i-A»aw tat piwiu 7-12 — pufcDmm » 

Bom* 11 -* Jaw &». 4-r I'Agxai N*. 11-2 Cttwto, B-1 Rtaiae, W-1 qtank. 12-1 ft*y Itonx 

s&?Atnaata l nEffi^jeL^^ 

.Hd ol lO» wa w fttdaca s^a at Ball J w» to SR"- ■ 

3 AAWEATHBIBYS MARKETWG SBWBES HANDICAP 

■AV7I £3.859 (16 declared) 

atra 043W QtwowUans(Bf»itateflM-io S 

sgs fflKEs|SSS!^— -=r=— 

will S I^IIPBitetoW* « 

306(41 P6152 PhtaiaBHWMPW — iSS£ S 

si grrfeferEE=4tE s 

Sow ooaooo siwr)B»un8qmKaiM;4^8 D tkoti5 5 

Bins omfl SKiS»W1(T1)P)BM^i3^3- « 

J12(ia CT63 SaarniSMB(«(rajlV»«^M '““S £ 

SSf SSBSBSl^B^rzrrrr^S® - 


1 m 6f £3,139 fiB dectared) 

1(iq 3SI3DDntoanrUMCta6L Mm 7-9-11 tat Edday* n 

2 (i) 004600 jnmmmtHd4-e-ii 1 n 

3(15) 4-4503 ntag tom (to 04 CHHtolt-e-ll T (tote 87 

4M 540040 Acfc1kadv(zn&Mi^-9-9 Dtat* K 

5fa 030000 taedto 6fi w h5t 3-9-3 : Htah Dawr a 

50 504361 MM OfOm0npftn)lBlitao 3-9-3 ■ PkOM 

7® • 213442 HKtaa to* jP*E Abu 5-9-2 ■ tap* 87 

BB 320259 Patek«uttani 4-4-1 S Bra«M 83 

9(jq 5253® SmtorThMpfllBG 1*0 3-8-13 MU* B 

1009 ®':in L am a mjCartateivflaani 8-8-11 T taata 17 

tlfo 602323 «H Cokted BwtaRIWnin 3-8-7 Dwtal M 

ns dzom tate (Man (wfcamind 4-8-8 Aunt* ra 

DM DQ5503 $Unhe0HCW(2l)SDn»&88 C Buthr 82 

14 (10 002424 Up!* tape ga CAP Baarh 3-8-3 ■ Pdhol B 81 

tfhq 4323Q5 St anil Mull P)R tow 4-8-2 R RmSb ffl 85 

OOfcW Ta*Mp6)RJcto»iW»S5'3-W) t«ten » 

Wfijl 000-06 8aMABiMk[74)CEoata3-7-T2 J **■+ It 

18(7) 063410 KvOmKaiten (OOUB A KPg 5-7-10 8 COtato* M 

Mtag 11-2 Hitt O Ctesoh. 7-1 SUn* Ttagd*. 5-1 ntarSpnv. Motel Tym WBtdonid Bny, SWng 

Onm, 10-1 ftaatoi, Ate. 


Yarmouth runners and riders 


raw W7WB1 ■ t a Bf » w mitoM I Wli pto i' w-w-v — — » 

17 nT) 000-06 BlM A Bnafc (74) C EgotB 3-7- T2 

18(7) 063410 BirBm NaifiaD(H) 1*8 A flag 5-7-10 . 


4.00 Masttr Castor (nap) 

4.36 «tasad(nta Abfa^abte 

5.05 Abmnof Bahanbn Phafa 

5.36 Mwntfetitm Hark Of Prophet 

Gotaff Good, Good lo Rrm In ptacoa. * Denotes Dllnkars Draw: Mgh numbers bast owr 5f. 


4 CC TATTERSALLS MADBi AUCTION STAKES 2Y0 (DIV 1) 

■ IWW 7f 1 00yds £3,556 (1 1 declared) 

§ 45 Puerto |H)L Cum* 8-9 J FortnaWSO 

00 aatrtOqniani(129JJeBi«D>iB-7 0 Pna 81 

S UgitoelibllMI-? S Santa* — 

0 BlMMl Ifciu* (323 to J A fongdw 6-7 1 Ckaeocfc 78 

80 0flbSitoatopnnbMri8-4 A MUM 84 

>(iq 00 Blwtoiil B* (45) A Bad* 8-3 j Bart} (7) 85 
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Lydon 
on the 
warpath 

Andy Wilson 


G REAT Britain’s man- 
agement yesterday 
used the launch of th is 
autumn's home Test series 
against New Zealand to 
warn of the dangers of over- 
loading the Soper League 
fixture list next year. 

Joe Lydon, the Rugby 
Football League’s perfor- 
mance director, pledged to 
lead resistance to proposals 
for a 30- match season, com- 
pared with thin year's 23, 
even though only one new 
club. Gateshead, need to be 
fitted in to the fixtures. 

"The game cannot be dic- 
tated to," he said. "Yes, fi- 
nance is important. But we 
must remember that the 
bottom line is the perfor- 
mance of the players and 
once you start to dilute that 
by over-exposure, you get 
sub-standard rugby." 

Andy Goodway and Andy 
Farrell, the Great Britain 
coach , and captain respec- 
tively. echoed Lydon's 
views and found another 
ally in the Bradford dub 
captain Robbie Paul, who is 
hoping to play for New Zea- 
land in the Tests at Hud- 
dersfield, Bolton and Wat- 
ford, on October 31. 
November 7 and 14. 
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Football: Britain in Europe 


Uefa Cup, first round, first leg: Blackburn Rovers 0 Lyon 1 

Hodgson anguish 
as Rovers flop 


Darek Patter 


W HATEVER bis future, 
whether it be with 
Blackburn Rovers or eventu- 
ally at Tottenham. Tim Sher- 
wood will not easily forget 
either his own role or this 
night of frustration. 

Sherwood, the captain, was 
disciplined and composed in 
midfield against the young 
French team whose early-sea- 
son form has taken them into 
second place in their league. 
But his side subsided four 
minutes from time when 
Lyon's Jacek Bak volleyed in 
from almost 30 yards to make 
the return a formidable task. 
Domestic duties at Tottenham 
and at Sheffield Wednesday 
rather than a disinclina tion 
prevented Roy Hodgson from 
seeing Lyon live before last 
night It was the first time file 
Blackburn manager bad tack- 
led 40-odd European games 
without compiling a portfolio. 

Still, he was well briefed on 
the dangers that might lurk. 
"Our objective is to win with- 
out conceding a goal." Hodg- 
son said beforehand. Presum- 
ably. the manager also 
stressed to his team that the 
French, particularly, do not 
like their goalkeepers to be 
unduly harassed. 

Otherwise there would not 


have' been the potential flare- 
up after only three minutes 
following a header by Chris 
Sutton. The row was soon 
over, but the Blackburn pres- 
sure continued. Flo rent La- 
ville almost sliced a low cross 
try Kevin Davies into his own 
goal and then the striker nar- 
rowly foiled to score with an 
acrobatic overhead kick. 

It was an early test of 
French resolve and Rovers's 
patience. Gregory Coupet 
saved a shot by Garry Flit- 
craft that might have pro- 
duced the breakthrough as 
Blackburn looked in vain for 
the required poise and pur- 
pose; too often attacks failed 
in the target zone where the 
French defended ably against 
Sutton and Davies. 

Davies was the central fig- 
ure in another clash with 
Coupet. The goalkeper raced 
from his line and barged into 
Davies six yards outside the 
comer of his area. A yellow 
card from the Danish referee 
for Coupet was followed by 
free-kick, carelessly wasted In 
the circumstances. 

A reminder to the Black- 
burn strike force came three 
minutes from half -lime when 
Patrice Carteron broke 
threateningly down the left 
The tackle by Stephane Hen- 
choz was perfectly timed. 

Vikash Dborasoo missed 


the chance of punishing 
Blackburn a minute from the 
Interval when he succeeded 
Id missing an unguarded goal 
from six yards. The ball 
brushed off the head of Tim 
Flowers, leaving Dhorasoo 
holding his face in his hands. 

Easily Blackburn's most 
fluent attack ended with a 
shot by Sebastien Perez hit- 
ting an upright after a one- 
two with Sutton. Then a 
header by Darren Peacock 
was only inches from produc- 
ing the urgently needed goal. 
Coupet added to Blackburn's 
heartache with a diving save 
from Davies after Sutton and 
Wilcox set up the chance. 

The small contingent of 
French suporters had much 
to applaud, especially when 
Marco Grassi, who was pro- 
moted to the Swiss national 
team when Hodgson- was* 
manager, broke free. Un- 
marked, he unleashed a shot 
that gkimmflri wide of Flow- 
ers’s scantily covered goal. 

Coupet s courage was not In 
question; nor was his luck 
when an overhead shot by 
Flitcroft Hew into his chest 
and grasping hands. 

Btecfctaana Honor* (4-4-21: Flowers; 
Oallty. Henchaz. Peacock. Davidson; 
Perez. Sherwood. R rtcroB. Wlkxoq Sudan. 
Davies. 

Lyon (4-3-V7): Coupet Carteron. Levin*. 
Fournier. Oeknatta-. BeasHa. Vtoteau. Bale 
D ha moo: Grassi. Cavoglla. 

K Oskar (Denmark]. 



Hankvf back . , . Blackburn’s Kevin Davies has his shirt pulled by Hubert Fournier of Lyon at Ewood Park last night 
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KosiceO Liverpool 3 

Fowler makes 
happy return 


lai Ross In Kosice 


T HE return to action of 
Robbie Fowler was the 
most significant aspect 
of a satisfying evening's work 
by Liverpool as they brushed 
aside Kosice at the Lokomo- 
tiva Stadium last night. 

Fowler, who had not played 
a senior game since sustain- 
ing a serious knee li gament 
injury in February, came off 
the substitutes' bench in the 
58th minute and within 60 
seconds of discarding his 
tracksuit had created Liver- 
pool's third goal. He nudged 
the ball forwards for Michael 
Owen to drive in the Reds’ 
third. How good it was to see 
sorcerer and apprentice again 
working in tandem. 

Liverpool will have encoun- 
tered more salubrious venues 
on their European travels. 
The locals like to refer to this 
stadium as homely and tidy 
which presumably are Slova- 
kian euphemisms for desolate 
and small. 

Football may still represent 
a passion in the old Eastern 
bloc hut it is something of a 
luxury item. With many find- 
ing an admission price the 
equivalent of 90 pence beyond 
their means, the audience 
was small, well-heeled and, 
for the most part, silent. 

Kosice's team resemble 
their surroundings. They 
were so ordinary It was al- 
most embarrassing; a side 
with the tactical gravitas of 
schoolboys and the organisa- 
tional sense of a scatter bomb. 

For the most part, Liver- 
pool performed at testimonial 
pace, going up through the 
gears only when Kosice 
threatened to piece together a 


worthwhile move, and such 
moments were rare. 

Liverpool seemed confident 
of scoring every time they 
punctured a ramshackle de- 
fence. Kosice survived until 
the 19th minute and once the 
foundations of their resis- 
tance had been undermined, 
the roof quickly fell in. 

The first blow was struck 
by the Czech international 
Patrik Berger, who steered in 
alow, bard shot from 25 yards 
after collecting a Jamie Redk- 
napp free-kick. 

Five minutes later Kosice's 
inability to protect their 
flanks was exposed. Steve 
McManaman despatched a 
cross to the for post where the 
German striker Karlheinz 
Riedle headed gleefully past 
Ladislav Molnar. 

Kosice's sense of ambition 
was quickly — and wisely — 
replaced by an instinct for 
self preservation and the cold 
night air was filled with 
Scouse accents. 

After Owen, who has been a 
marked man all evening, bad 
extended the lead in the 59th 
minute he might have added a 
fourth after Berger and Redk- 
napp combined to put him 
clear, but he was denied by a 
last-ditch tackle. 

Liverpool’s joint manager 
Gerard Houllier said after- 
wards: "It is unusual to win 
an away leg in Europe by 
such an emphatic margin 
which means that we have 
been very, very professionaL” 

KMrioa (3-5-Q: Molnar Qzurlk. Spilar. 
Semen He Toth (Prahaszfca, KMnj. Sovtc. 
Nemeth, Zvara. Kazak: Karl el (l|i*>arsM|. 
651. Krai (Kazak. ML 

Liverpool (4-4-2); Frtadal. Heggom. Babb. 
Carragher. 8taunton: McManaman 
(McAtaar. 78). Radknapp (Leon harden. 
62). Harfcness. Barger: Owen. Riedle 
(FCwtor, SSI. 

J Arcoo (Spain) 


Leeds United 1 CS Maritime) 0 


Hasselbaink in smash-and-grab raid 


lOchael Walker 


J UST when it appeared 
that Leeds United’s pa- 
tience had finally been 
exhausted and hopes of a 
breakthrough had expired. 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 
finally found a way through 
the mesh-like Maritime de- 
fence last night. 

Only six minutes 
remained of a match that 
Leeds had controlled with 
imaginative, intelligent foot- 
ball when Hasselbaink care- 
folly side-footed in following 
an 18 -yard free-kick which 
the substitute Lee Sharpe 
had touched an. 

On a night when. Leeds de- 
livered some elaborate pass- 
ing. it was a direct finish 
that proved more effective 
and George Graham will no 


doubt remind his players 
that the return leg against 
the side from Madeira will 
be no holiday. 

Maritimo may have been 
participating in only their 
third European tie in the 
club's 88-year history but all 
three have been in the past 
five seasons and their pres- 
ent pedigree can be mea- 
sured by the presence of a 
World Cup winner In their 
ranks. 

Paulo Sergio was part of 
the Brazil squad at USA 94 
and his purchase by Mari- 
timo in the summer illus- 
trated the growing ambition 
of this small Portuguese 
club from Funchal. 

Their recent success has 
been founded on a miserly 
defence and evidence of -that 
priority came in a first half 
of constant Leeds pr es su re 


that nevertheless saw the 
Maritimo goalkeeper Yves 
Vanderstraeten make only 
one save of note.. 

FOr Leeds it proved a dis- 
appointing climax to a five- 
man move. On 14 minutes 
Martin Hlden was given 
freedon on the right and 
David Hopkln stepped over 
Us low cross. Two Maritimo 
defenders were fooled, en- 
abling Clyde Wijnbard to 
swivel and shoot, bat foe 
ball deflected off Vander- 
straeten’s boot. 

Leeds obviously noticed 
the potential in attacking 
width and from another 
right-wing centre six min- 
utes later, this time from 
Hoping, Harry Kewefl. put a 
volley inches wide. 

Farther dangerous long- 
range efforts followed from 
Ian Harte and Lee Bowyer 


but the : Interval brought 
with it frustration, personi- 
fied by Graham's protests to 
foe referee about at least 
one Leeds penalty claim that 
had been denied. 

Graham’s annoyance was 
understandable. Chough not 
entirely over doubtfbl refer- 
eeing. Leeds deserved to be 
in front, but there was no 
quick reward <m the restart, 
either, when the anxiety in- 
creased further as Hopkln 
seized on Hasselbaink’s 
dipped pass on the hour 
only to strike foe bottom of 
a post with Vanderstraeten 
well beaten. 


Worthington Cup, 2nd round, 1st leg 

Fulham 1 Southampton 1 

Saviour Beattie 


JonBvwSdn 


(4-4-# Wanyrr Hktan. 
Motwwr. RaMba. Harts Hoptan (Sharpe. 
7B*nln). Bowyer. Haalond (RIMtro, 87), 
KtraaR: Wl)etard (Ultey. SI), HbomUmK*. 
CS Marttfcwij (5-3-ZJ: VanOerstr eaten; 
Vlana. Sergio,- Damn*. Soars*. Sousa; 
Silva. Antonio. Duveau (Morelra, 55); 
Lopes (Cruz. 67). Banbury. 

A Sara (France). 


Beitar Jerusalem 1 Rangers 1 

Rangers’ comeback sealed with late strike from Albertz 


Mark Weiss 
In Jerusalem 


Jk l-i DRAW was a fair 
#%result in a game domi- 
nated by the home team in the 
first half but with Rangers 
finishing strongly. On paper 
the Israeli champions should 
not have provided a serious 
threat, but Rangers were slow 
to settle and were punished 
by an 18th minute penalty 
from Yossi Abuksis driven 
hard and low into the right 
hand corner of Cbarbonnier’s 
goal. The penalty was 
awarded after the Rangers’ 
keeper had brought down Bel- 
tar’s lively striker Ofer Shi- 
treet just a few yards in front 
ofgoaL 


The goal brought the 14,000 
crowd alive and spurred more 
attacks from the home team. 
It wasn’t until the half hour 
that Rangers produced any 
substantial pressure on the 
Jerusalem goal when Porini 
hit the bar with a header. 

The second half was a dif- 
ferent story. Kanchelskis 
came ' increasingly into the 
game and posed a growing 
threat. After 78 minutes Jo- 
haneson was replaced by Jorg 
Albertz In what turned out to 
be an inspirational move by 
Rangers coach Dick Advo- 
caat Five minutes later, Kan- 
chelskis moving in skilfully 
from the right found Alberts 
in the box and he rifled the 
ball into the right band cor- 
ner of the net for the equalis- 


er and the all Important away 
goaL 

Advocaat before the game 
had stressed that Jerusalem 
would be no walkover. In 
many ways they are an Israeli 
version of Ra ng e r s, being the 
most successful, richest and 
most hated team in the 
country. They have won the 
Israeli league in three out of 
the last four seasons. 

If Rangers have been work- 
ing to down-play their sectar- 
ian image in recent years, a 
large section of the Beitar 
crowd are openly racist De- 
spite pleas by . management 
and politicians ali ke chants of 
“death to the Arabs” are regu- 
larly heard at Beitar games. 

Rangers should manage to 
overcome Beitar at Ibrox In a 


fortnight’s time and advance 
to the second round. The Je- 
rusalem side were routed 88 
in their previous away game 
in Europe against Benfica. 

Speaking after the game, a 
delighted Advocaat said: *Tt 
was an excellent result for us. 
considering Beitar haven't 
lost at home for 18 months, 
an d they managed to beat 
Benfica 4-2 at home. It was 
well deserved. In the first half 
we had our problems but in 
the second we played much 
better and created more 
chances.” 

■altar Jorwalarer (4-4-2) Korntaln: 
Dorati. Dart. Levy, AOMerta; Tstoonltaw, 
Shelah. Shftrtt. Komar, Bandoc Rowan. 
Qta qgp w D a ng a r« (3-5-2) Chortjonrwir: 
Porini, Amoruao. . B. Ferguson; 
Kancholskla. Van Broncktiorsl, I, 
Ferguson. Wallace. Moor* Jomneeon. 


Come clean 
Shearer, say 
Magpies fans 

N ewcastle united tens 
have called on Alan 
Shearer to pledge his future 
to the dub publicly in foe 
wake of transfer speculation 
linking him to Aston Villa. 

The vice-chairman of foe 
Independent Newcastle Uni- 
ted Supporters’ Association. 
John Regan, said yesterday: 
“Clearly the dub and the 
manager have all stated that 
he is very much part of their 
plans, so it Is all down to 
Shearer himself. So It would 
be nice if Shearer came out 
and committed himself to 
Newcastle.” 

The former Newcastle 
winger Chris Waddle has 
signed for Third Division Tor- 
quay on a month-to-montfi 
basis. The 37-year-old, fresh 
from a disastrous spell in 
charge of Burnley, will join 
his former Magpies team- 
mate Wes Saunders, now the 
Gulls manager. 

Bruce Grohhelaar; the for- 
mer Liverpool and Southamp- 
ton goalkeeper who has been 
helping out at Bury, has been 
appointed caretaker coach of 
Zimbabwe. 

Spain have confirmed Jose 
Antonio Camacho as their 
new coach. The former Real 
Madrid player replaces Javier 
Clemente, who quit last week. 

John McGovern, who twice 
lifted the European Cup for 
Nottingham Forest, paid the 
price for Woking's poor start 
to the season when he was 
sacked as manager of the Con- 
ference side yesterday. 


Results 


Football 
UEFA CUP 
nrat round, first leg 


AsSoa V«s (ft 3 Stn 

ntogodooc (2) X 

ChmtoaBI 

Mlchelaon 21 

Vassell 90.90 

38.893 

George 23 

Btodten (0) O 

taron (0) i 

13JB48 

Ban 88 

Kortea (ft O 

Uvarpoei (2) 3 

4.500 

Berger 18 
ruefa 23 


Owen 58 

Leodaft) t 

Martini i (3)0 

HaastribaJnk 84 


■after Ireuerteiu \\\ 1 

Henson (0) 4 

AOUkoste 18 (pen) 

Albertz 84 


ww 

LKS Lode 1 Monaco 3: Sllkebarg 0 AS 
Roma Z Arsen PHesB 0 Celts vino 1. 
Seftalke 1 Slarta Prague 0: Sigma Oo- 
mouc 2 Otymptqus Marseille Z Monitor 0 

W&a Z Lftakfl 1 Grazer AK 1; Dynamo 
Moscow a Skomo RH»a 1 Bwn Bergen 2 
WerOor Bremen ® Crvena Belgrade 2 
Metz 1; Wiliam d Tilburg 3 Dynamo HUM 
(E Litex Lovecti I Graz AK I: Fenerbaftce 1 
Parma Q. 

WORTONGTON CUP 
Second round, fkst leg 
Braw ny (1) 3 It ra tei (°> O 

Barnard 22 7S*a 

fiartolt 5B. 88 


(U* 

AMrtdgs w,54 
2*4 


mi 

Phillips 45 
Gunnlaugsaon 61 
Frandsen89 


Slain 17 
7J006 
fc o n ll urd ( 1 } a 
Scotra 
Freeman 88 
11.891 
■ray (2) 3 
Jotmraaa e, 06 
MaanawE 33 
FUMn(0) 1 
Colemans* 
10222 

Manx {0)1 
Hanson 57 

8.714 


( 1)1 


M»)1 
Parti noon 18 


HuttfMI 
Brawn SO 
7.840 

Weises (0) 1 
Ferguson 83 


.(1)3 
Carr 44 
DcuntnguaX 53 
Voga 82 

CksraCartrMararaOno 

2,780 


( 0)1 
Beattie 82 


Allison 45 
1MB6 
fcnartcti ( 0 ) 2 
3cowcratL48 
Thctia 79 


(1)1 


Cfott 
Moore 32 
Baagne 88 
11)1 
Watson 37 


1 10) 1 
Douglas 6(3 
6S332 


RelneK 87 


( 0)1 


(01 o 


to)* 

Freestone 77. 85 



IW 5 
Johnson 4 
FraaOman 14. 17 
Stone 44 
Harewood 84 


( 2 )* 

AtahH 0 
McLaughlin 25 
SMI Utd (1) S 
Hamilton 28 
Fort69 

J re. de. fn d ( 2 ) 3 

Scott 82 
Phillips 39 
Bridges SB 

com limes. Fantoarougn 4 KJngsnn- 
lan Z Leek To 3 Barrow 1: Southport 3 
Donc a s te r a TeOord 0 Hereford 1; Woking 

umaOND UUdnb premier MrM — 

01 yin Spartans 4 Spennyraoor 0; Cnorisy 1 
Runcorn 1: Colwyn Boy 1 Winatord Utd 2; 
Cutsefev 2 Wortcsop i. Lancaster 3 
Bomber Bridge Z Leigh RM 1 Accrington 
Stanley 2 Marine 2 Altrincham 1. 

HYMAN IU8W Prate DPMm 
A ylesbury 3 Dulwich 0\ BaeMgstoM 2 Har- 
row Bor 1: Bishop's Stanford l ErfMd 2 

Bnimley 1 Aldershot Tn 1; Crwsham 0 
Hendon ft Gravesend 0 BlUorlcay Tn ft 
Hampton Z Slough ft Sutton Utd 2 Bore- 
ham Wood 1: Walt 
bridge 1 . 

DR HARTERS IB MUB 
Wtara Bath C 2 Weymouth 1: Bromsgrov# 
4 Grantham Z Cambridge C 0 Hastings i; 
Halesowen 3 Gresloy Rvrs 4; IDceston Tn 1 
Athereane ft Merthyr B Tamwarth 0: Nira- 
auH! 4 Kings Lynn 0: RottoraJI Tn 1 Bos- 
ton Utd I. 

AVON INSURANCE COMM NATION: 
FMOMdraomi MtUmoit t 
IRISH UAGUB PKmwar H i Mra Qlen- 
wmn i Ponadawn ft Omagh Tn 1 Newryft 
OOtD COPI S oo d o w A: Coleraine Z ots- 
bllwy 2 

Tennis 

ATP PHBHQMTS CUP (Tashkent. 1ft- 
DeWetan): PSrat rara t T Hanaraw (Eng) 
K N Walgreen (far) 6-1, 0-H H lawda 
(Fr) m d Tornssnevicn (ms> 6-a. &-* n 
Vfwsseo (Noth) M L Bmgcmuiler (Get) 
3-8. 6-2. 6-3: C HoHra (Fr) bt V Kufsanfcn 
(Urb) 6-a. 6-3. H Unseat (SwttzJ M T Ko- 
bla (Fin) 7-0. 7-5; K Hi eoarh (far) bt M 
Hants?** (Gar) 6-4. 7-Bi S Itlw l fc e n 
(Noth) M O Bimrtsza (Sp) 6-4. 6-7. 7-6; H 
Levy (ter) Bt O Ogoradou (UZDsh) 8-4. 3-6, 
0-3. 

ATP 3AH3UHO OPEN (Soumemcwh). 
First rotradi M-K d w fci r (far ) MM 
IMAMChincAerl (l|) 6-S, 6-ft P ll» "tm» 
(Sp) «F Browne «vg) 8-4. 6-2; JKinNra 
(Slovak) bt C wnkwson ((» B-*. We ^ 
Nydafil (3wei bt S Gemptiell (US) 6-3. 6-0: 


Oaten 6 Horsham 0 Hey- 


T L ratrti ra w (Aua) bt M Madagsn (GB) 6-1. 
6-1; A CaMta (Sp) bt M Creea (far) 6-3, 

5- 3; 01 KiWwim (Oer) bt C AufTray (Fr) 

6- i, e-i; O Serra u o (Sp) bt I Heuberger 

ISwSZ) 8-1. 8-3: A n e vent (FflblMOn- 
d rusks (SA) 8-Z, 8-3. UnHMihn i ti J Bur- 
Ulo (Sp] leads S Bruguera (Sp) 6-*, 4-8, 
4-2 (play suspended due to bad light). 
Doitolaw Phot rorartr W Artfanro/A n*r- 
— itapiil (Aus/Sp) bt C Brandl/V Santo- 
padro (»l 6-2. 6-3; ■ Noim nd / A QSmms- 
Uy ISA/Rue) bt B Cowan/T Spinks (OB) 
3-8.6-*. 8-3. . 

ATP ROSIANUUI OP« (Bucharest) 
FV rweA A «g pg.ui all (Fr) bt O Trtfu 
(Rom) 7-8. 7-6; I Hdd a to n (Rom) bt M 
Puerto (Arg) 6-4. B-*t B Ahrav* (Sp) bt N 
Rovas (Or) 8-3. 6-ft J Hra (So) bt B Ksr- 
bachar (Ger) 8-1. 6-3: A Portae (Sp) Bt J 
Sanchez (Sp) 6-3. 6-3; A Cstertraua (Sp) 
bt O Gross (far) 3-a. 6-a. 1-1 wfO: G 
Bfanoo (Sp) bt D Hrbaty (SlovoW 7-8, 7-6. 
Usdlnlrtudi A VMnaa (Rom) v J A Marin 
(3p) 6-4 (maicn stopped due to rain). 

American Football 

NFL- Washington ID San Francisco 48. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAOU fc Baltimore 1 Teua 
0: Cleveland 8 Toronto 3 ; Dstro« 16 Clri- 
cogo W8 17 (in 12): Tampa Bey 2 Anahahn 
4; NY Yankees 3 Boston ft Koran City >B 
Oakland ft Mnnesota 3 Seams 10. 

MATIOMAL UMOl drreJnnaB ) M1V- 
w a uk ee ft Montreal 4 Florida ft AUaraa 4. 
Philadelphia ft Houston 4 NY Mata 7 (13); 
St Louis 7 Pittsburgh 3. Arlrona M San 
F r a m i a ca Z Loo tagalsa 4 Cotoroflo V. 
San Diego 4 Chicago Cuba 3. 

Chess 

■UROPEAM MIU CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Erevan. Armenia). XwrI KH J Dwora- 
howsks (Pol) 0 J HouNa (Eng) 1. Leaders: 
B Tteshalashuin (Geo) 8; R Ooledanl 
(Geo) 7Jfc Houske 7. 

Cricket 

SECOND XI CHAMPIOHSMPi MwP 

wn Leieesterenlre Z72 and 14-0. Lanee- 
store 221—7 dec (N t Wood 78. p C 
McKeawn 76). 

Crown Green Bowls 

WATBUjOOi Bgtti round: N Jiw i r 

IBriglxMBs) M C Slater (KNgftlar) 21-1fc 
B nSorard. (Pudray) ot 0 "awr (fain- 
ton] 21 - 16 ; D Tonga [Film) M J Carney 
(moan) 21-13,- C Totford (Sola) H A Buck- 
ley (Cheddenon) 21-18: o EBa (WWto- 
GtkJ) bt K Andereon (Rugoley) 21-10: M 
1i i (Chadsmoor) bt R Hckay (Altrinc- 
hsm) 21-12; A Baskta (Thoogs Bridqi) W 
D Scott (^t»n) 21-11: I fkrasiftmnl 
(UaedesneM) H C CampbNt (Btackbum) 
21-13. 

Cycling 

TOUR OF SPAM Steps 10 [Vie to Pal, 
iBBJtonJ; 1. J Marts Jimenez (Sp) Banesto 
Sir ZZnvn 39aoc 2. F Estartln (Sp) Kalme 


at leoec 3. R Hems (Sp) Kehne 1J» 4. 0 
Caraenzlnd (Swift) Mapal i3l; 5. D da- 
vero (So) vttahdo Segisos sh 8. G Simon! 
(X) Cantina Tolfo: 7, L Jelabon (Fr) Once; 
8. M Beftrsn (Sp) Banesto: 9. J Casiefe- 
lanco (Co0 Avtsnce; 10. A Zualla (fare) 
Lotus all same time. Irate vied 
atsmttngw 1, A Otono (Sp) Banesto 42hr 
56m In S9secr Z jaiabert «4isec 3, Escor- 
tin l.ift 4. Marla Jimenez 1-38: 5. A OaJ- 
deano (Sp) Euskaluf 2ft 6, L Armstrong 
(US) US Postal 2.1ft 7. Claverg vnaBOo 
Seguros ZSO; 8. ZueMe 228; ft Haros 243; 
10. Camsro+nd zm. 

Read Tennis 

ORKSDNCR KLEIN WORT BON SON 
CLASSIC (Hampton Court): Rkwt rowsdi 
R May (Aus) u S VJegopa (Aus) 1-6. 
6-1. 4-6. 8-0. 6-1: M Ou ter (GB) bt W 
Oavlea (Aus) 8-5, 4-6. 5-6, 8-3. 8-«: N 
Wood (GB] bt C Bray (GB) 5-8, 6-4. 6-5. 
6-a DauMeoi U rwwate laymrsad M 
F Fiuppomu Mela (Aus/GB) 4-0, 6-4, 6-t. 


Fixtures 


(7 JO untaas stand) 

FootbaA 

CHJUNPtOKS LEAOUfe Crevg Dt Mon 
Utd v Barcatora (7A5). teae » Vena V 
Arsenal (7 AS). 

WOfflHMOrON CUP: Seeaod rortnft 
Aral be Bristol C * Crewe (7^*5): Coun- 
try v .Southend (7.46); Derby v Man C 
(745): Leicester v CheetsffieM (745); MM- 
dMebreugh * Wy cuui be (7AQ: Norwich * 
Wigan (7.46); OPR v Chariton (7,45); &toB 
Wed * Cantoridga Utd (7.4 S). 
COWteU i ce Forest oreen v Hayea 
(7.4S). 


Btafwp Auckland <t FrtcWey. Oatesheed « 
wniioy Tn. fire* DhMraa Fanley Celttc v 
Bet per Tn, CluRznyS CONS W rite m rad 
ropteyra Eaelwood To v Attrecon Til 
RYWAM man M BteM Croy- 
don « Chanaey Tn. 

BR MARTSXS IBA4WHH Nads' D*s- 

iN sdi Salisbury v Crawtoy Tn (7A5). Md- 
tend Dtvta tore Newport AFC v RatfNtth 
Ite; Paget Rngra vStaftort Rnflrs: satittuV 
far v Stomferd AFC: VS Rugby * BtozwhSi 
Tn; Wtebach Tn » Bedworth Utd. Unattiwn 
i te ii Ul eia St Leonards » Darttord. 

NORTH WESTBW T W A — UM» 
Wrn DMdoK Rarnabotiom Utfl v Cura- 
sao NE Skelaieradale UU v wiker CS. 
HOBIMM CO UNTIE S BAST UACUte 
P hW aJ sr DMafani Ha Item v Qartortfi Tn. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
UUIMIE. Pint BteWera Cwwo y Jar- 
row RoaRng: Creak Tn a SMldon. 
pomws LCAOUte Wret mNNowi Bum- 
ley * Okfhem (7.15); Grimsby * Bamaley 
(7.0); Wset Bram « MUNesbraugh (7.6^ 
Wohm rhampton v Port Vale (7.0). Secood 
PMel s ra Lincoln v Blackpool (20): Notts 
Co « Hudderetleld (20); Shre ws b ury v 
Scarborough (7.0); Stockport v Rotherham 


(7 JO); York v Shell Utd (7; 

More CarHNe v Waters (in); Hartlepool v 
DartlngkM 17 JJ): Rochdale v Bury (20). 
AVON INSURANCE CONBINATIOM) 
WrN P Ntetere Barnet , v GUUnghsm (20); 
Baarnemoum v Brantiord (20); Charlton v 
Wtet Ham (7D); UOon * Reading (20); 
Oxtoro v Brighton: Southampton v Ipswich; 
Watford v Portsmouth; Wimbledon « Nor- 
wich: Arsenal v Tottenham £3-0). 

tee Hockey 

BENSON * HCDOBS CUP (MIKon 
Iteynes): London v Uancmstsr (8 JJ>. 

• Notifnghamahlre have sacked their 
cricket manager Aten Orrarod altar a am- 
mo) sanynn. The decision t oBo w ed No*- 
dnghamaNre's gird suureiistiiu county 
champiooshlRdaiaai at the weekend. They 
nave also been o c ira eg nc u to Otvteon Two 
d the now national one-day league nerd 

The termer Worcestershire and Lance- 
shire batsman had been manager tor 
three yews after spending an tuKlsI two 
—m a ns « Trent Bridge as sartor coach. 
During Ids n»e year reign. Nottingham- 
shire bays only win rtphl out at SO champi- 
onship gemas alter finishing third In Ida 
first season In 1904. Tbey were runrare-ra 
In tha Sunday league In 1808. 

• Merit AHeyneW Qteueastershlre cap. 
tain, has N g ired a newtour^yaor contract 
The .o8-cplnoer Martyn BaU has also 
agreed to Hoy lor another three yearn. BN 
IW courtiy nave still u learn whether 
Courtney Wateh la prepared to return nma 
season, desptta the Oder at an axtonded 
contract . « - 

• Ncraunraamisra'a Ma) Loye na> bean 
w» 0 d the P r o f essio nal Cricketers’ Asaocf- 
ntton ptoywr ttf the year, ft completed a 
rare double for the 2 3 y w -oW batsman 
who was nomad the PCA young plcrer of 
die year tn 1883. {Pbdng Dominic Cork os 
the only cricketer » have wo ti both 
nominations. 

Ldye, named tar the England A tour to 
Zimbabwe and South Africa in tha new 
year, waa.the Oral Englishmen to score 
tjOQD runs Ws aaesoo. which taduded 322 
not out against Qtamorg«i. He topped the 
AXA League ac o ring with 850 runs, 

• Tlie totmer Wales coacn Kaein Bewring 
ta to work on e part 41 ma basis vrith the 
NNtenal leagiM One side Newbury. Bawr- 
Ing. who parted company with Die Wabh 
Rugby utfloh tour months ago alter a poor. 
Fhw Nations Campaign, Will (nHaBy be 
with trie ambitious Thames Volley dub 
until Christmas. 

. “*» p reram . codCMog et Newbury M 
very epp ee H ng, not leax because ft hi an 
ambMoua duft" Bowrtag aald. -nra taom 
has potential to win the league, and they 
nave Srst-dass fadtitied at the dub. I am 
tooMng forward to Idting my tost training 
eesakm. t have lolned on a tour-month bid 
period, end the position will be reviewed 
« ChriaBnaa." 


A N EXCELLENT oppor- 
tunist goal by James 
Beattie enabled South- 

ampton to escape with an un- 
deserved draw from Fulham 
last night. Out-played for 

much of the match by their 

Second Division opponents 
they will surely approach the 

return next week with little 

confidence. - 
Kevin Keegan believed this 
tie would enable him to assess 
whether his Fulham team 
were anywhere near good 
enough for the Premiership. 
Southampton, after five 
successive league defeats. 

must have been wondering 

much the same. 

It was not difficult to see 
why Southampton had al- 
ready conceded 16 goals. In 
the fifth minute Luke Corn- 
wall, making his Fulham 
debut because of Injuries to 

John Salako and Paul Peschl- 

solido, manoeuvred a sight of 

goal but his shot was comfort- 

ably saved. 

Southampton, created a 
good chance shortly after- 
wards. but it was to be then- 


last of the half. Kevin Gib- 
bens's cross found Eg II Osten- 

stad unmarked but he vol- 

leyed weakly at Maik Taylor. 

Fulham, passing impres- 
sively and stretching their 
visitors at every opportunity, 

promptly took control. Kit Sy- 

mons threw himself at a free- 
kick but his header flashed 

narrowly wide. 

In the 54th minute Coleman 
scored the inevitable goal for 
Fulham, heading in after Sy- 
mons bad knocked hack Steve 
Hayward's deep free-kick. 

Fulham almost had another 
five minutes later. Beardsley 
released Dirk Lehmann with 
one of several impeccable 
passes but Paul Jones saved 

expertly at the German's feet. 

He was to regret the miss. 
Almost immediately South- 

ampton broke away and the 
substitute Beattie controlled 

Stuart Ripley’s pass before 
volleying his fourth goal since 

his summer arrival from 

Blackburn from 20 yards. 

Fulham 13-4-1-2): Taylor: Symoni. 

Morgan. Coleman: Hayward. Brecewen. 

Collins. Brevett BoardSley: Lehmann. 

Cornwall. 

< — Mrarap tea (4-4-2): Jones: Warner. 

Dodd. Palmer. Sanall; Ripley. Howells. 

GJbbens. Le Tlssier Ostensted, M Hughes. 

M Read (Birmingham). 


Huddersfield Town 1 Everton 1 

Everton knocked back as 
Allison’s aim proves true 


RichardAuK 


T HE First Division leaders 

were always going to be 

an embarrassment waiting to 

happen for Everton but the 

Premiership stragglers will 

be pleased with a spirited if 

scoreless second half after the 

home striker Wayne Allison 
had equalised Dave Watson’s 
36th minute opener. 

Huddersfield attacked from 
the start with Paul Dalton 
busy down the right with foe 
foil-back Steve Jenkins keen 
to overlap and join the attack. 

The Everton back three of 
Watson, David Unsworth and 
Marco Materazzi had their 
work cut out containing the 
ebullient Allison and Marcus 
Stewart, who came close with 
a good header. 

But Everton broke the dead- 
lock on 36 minutes in typi- 
cally direct fashion from Don 
Hutchison's corner when 
Duncan Ferguson headed 
powerfully towards goal and 
Watson was on the goal line 


to make the final touch. 

But Huddersfield refused to 
buckle and were well worth 
their equaliser 

when Dalton and Jenkins 
combined well to fire a cross 

Into a crowded area. The goal- 

keper Thomas Myhre fum- 
bled under pressure from Al- 
lison and the striker finished 
into an empty net 
Everton restarted like a 
team that had had words 
spoken at it. First Nick 
Barm by paraded his skills to 
beat three defenders, only to 
hesitate with his shot; his pass 
was cleared by Kevin Gray. 

Materazzi should have 
scored from an Olivier Da- 
court cross but he blasted 
wide from 10 feet. Soon 
Michael Ball crossed from the 
left and Ferguson nodded the 
bail down to John Collins, but 
his header was well saved by 
Nico Vaesen. 

■taddonrtMM Town (A4-2V. Vawea; 
Jenkins. Edwards. Johnson, Gray; Collins. 
Oeiton. Home. Stewart Allison. Thomtey. 
N eert ew (3-5-2): Mytire: Clelsnd, Ball. 
Da court; Watson. UnaworMi. Colima, 
Bartley. Ferguson; Hutchison. Uataro&i. 
' U Rennie (Sheffield). 
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Britain in Europe 





Pointing the way . . . Barcelona’s coach Louis van Gaal talks hieHwi wi th hia play ers at Wr rer flam ’s tr aining gm nnri PHOTOGRAPH; DAVE KENQAU. 

Champions League, Group D: Manchester United v Barcelona 

Ferguson finds mellow mode 


David Lacey finds the United manager 
upbeat and well in control of his temper 


T HE last timp Man- 
chester United en- 
countered Barcelona 
in the Champions 
League they suffered one of 
their most embarrassing 
nights in Europe. 

This evening, however, 
Barcelona's visit will provide 
Alex Ferguson and his play- 
ers with a welcome break 
from the storm of criticism 
and speculation which has 


followed the United board's 
acceptance of a £623.4 mm i on 
takeover offer from Rupert 
Murdoch’s BSkyB. 

Four years ago the Catalan 
side thrashed Manchester 
United 4-0 at Nou Camp after 
forcing a 2-2 draw at Old Traf- 
ford. Now rumour, rather 
than Romario, is r unning 

amok In the United ranks 
with die result that yester- 
day, amid the usual preamble 


about form and fitness, Fergu- 
son found himcplf Raiding thp 
ndd hand grenade. 

It was a wonder British 
football’s shortest fuse sur- 
vived the press conference 
without an explosion: per- 
haps Alex is mellowing in his 
middle years. 

Twice he was asked if the 
events of the past 10 days had 
been a distraction and twice 
he refused to comment, add- 
ing “Are you a parrot?” when 
the question was put die 
second time. 

Undaunted, the inquisitors 
persisted: “Do you worry 


Ferguson shrugs 
off Japanese link 


Derek Potter 
and Paddy Agnew 


A LEX FERGUSON yes- 
terday laughed off any 
interest in the Japa- 
nese World Cup midfielder 
Hidetoshl Nakata. “Non- 
sense. absolute rubbish — 1 
can assure you on that,” 
said Manchester United’s 
manager. “I don’t even 
know who he is.” 

Ferguson was responding 
to reports that BSkyB, Un- 
ited’s potential new 
owners, had already gone 
behind his back in making 
offers last week to bring 
the 21 -year-old Japanese to 
Old Trafford even though 
be was only recently signed 
by the Italian club Perugia. 

The offers, said to range 
between £2 million and 
£6.25 million, were rejected 
for Nakata, who cost Peru- 


gia £2.7 minimi and made a 
stunning debut on Sunday 
when he scored twice in the 
4-3 home defeat * by 
Jnventus. 

The Sky Sports head Vic 
Wakeling also denied the 
reports. “This story is com- 
pletely untrue. During the 
last week there has been a 
lot of speculation. A lot of it 
has been mischievous and 
some of it downright fanci- 
fuL This story falls into 
that second category.” 

One report quoted a Peru 
gja source as saying: “At no 
time during these negotia- 
tions was Ferguson’s name 
touched upon, despite the 
feet it was clearly on behalf 
of Manchester United.” 

According to the reports 
Rupert Murdoch wants Na- 
kata. idolised hack home, 
because be would give his 
Star TV station, the equiva- 
lent of Sky in the Far Bast, 



Ferguson ... "who is Nakata?* 

a big ratings boost in 
Japan. 

- Perugia also see Nakata 
as a hot commercial prop- 
erty. The club’s spokesman 
Alberto Di Chiara said that 
a shirt deal would generate 
around £10 million. He 
added that 500.000 Perugia 
shirts, bearing Nakata's 
name and his No. 7, had al- 
ready been ordered by Jap- 
anese fens. 


about possible interference 
from BSkyB?" At this point 
Stromboli rumbled, <«uphtiy 
but menacingly. “1 think 
you’re becoming a nuisance,’ 
said Fergie evenly. ‘Tm show- 
ing great patience with you.” 

The shadow of Murdoch 
will faD across United for a 
long while yet. All the players 
can do is make the bright in- 
tervals brighter stilL 

Certainly this is a good 
time to be meeting Barca. The 
Spanish League hag only just 
begun and in addition to any 
Dew-season stiffness Louis 
van Gaal. their Dutch coach, 
has injury problems. Miguel 
Nadal, his best defender, is 
out with a pulled muscle, and 
three more players — Sergi, 
Oscar and Giovanni — face 
fitness tfrgfg. 

Van Gael’s options are fur- 
ther limited by the ineligibil- 
ity of the striker Patrick Klui- 
vert, one of six Dutchmen in 
bis squad, and Mauri cio Pel- 
legrino, their Argentinian de- 
fender. Both were signed after 
the Uefe deadline for this 
stage of the competition. 

One result could be that 
Samuel Okunowo, a highly 
promising Nigerian 16-year- 
old, plays at right-back 
charged with curbing the In- 
fluence of Ryan Giggs. 

United’s only injury worry 
concerns the likely absence of 
Sonny Johnsen at centre- 
bads wife a damaged ankle. 
"I don’t think he’ll make it,” 
Ferguson said yesterday, "but 
we’ll give him every chance.” 
Henning Berg is standing by 
to join Jaap Stem in the 
middle of United’s defence. 

Whoever plays there is un- 
likely to experience fee tor- 
ment suffered by Steve Bruce 
and Gary Pallister in Novem- 
ber 1994, when Romario and 
Hristo Stoichkov tore Fergu- 
son’s defence to shreds, the 
United manager having left 


out Peter Schmelchel as he 
juggled with fee team in 
order to comply with the Uefe 
restriction on foreign players 
then in force. 

“I gambled,” Ferguson 
recalled. "We had to win and 
the 10 outfield players I 
picked were very experi- 
enced. But we missed Schmei- 
chel’s presence and Romario 
killed us that night” 

This will be Dwight Yorke’s 
first taste of Champions 
League football although he 
had played in Europe for 
Aston Villa before his 
£12.6 million move to Old 
Trafford. Ferguson is fully 
confident that Yorke will take 
Barcelona in his stride. 

“Dwight plays wife a smile 
on his face,” fee United man- 
ager “and I don’t think 
the oc casion Will him. 
Different players take big 
games different ways. Some 
will always tense up, no mat- 
ter how experienced they are, 
but Fm sure Dwight will be 
very relaxed.” 

A win for United, travel to 
Bavaria in a fortnight’s time 
to face Bayern Munich, is 
essential if Ferguson’s hith- 
erto frustrated European Cup 
ambitions are to stand a 
chance t h is season. 

Should Giggs reproduce his 
fine performance of last 
autumn, when United beat 
Juventus 3-2. at least fee 
spectre of Nou Camp win be 
feeing exorcism. And a year 
ago Barcelona did lose their 
opening Champions League 
fixture, at Newcastle United, 
by that same score. 

MaacliMta* United (probe bln): 
Scttmnicital: Q NsvIUa, Stain. Johnsen (or 
Bars], Irwin; Beddiain. Keane, Behotoa. 
GlfiSK Yarfce. SolsfcjHHr. 

» ■ m l jn ■ (potttola): Hasp; Rsttigw (or 
Ofcmoavo). Abaiardo, Berpl: Luis Rgo. 
Glovsrml. Cocu, Rlvaldo, ZsndaK Luis 
Enrique. Anderson. 

S Brand* (Italy). 


8 


TZHSiuarcfian 


The Observer 


Air France worldwide flights offer 

Thm and cnntfBoni 

t. oawopwitol.tCiwetantii^dlBwowi.MoinorathmSdlididwntSiOsadaap* 

9 »im»#c3tPM«.taaw>udio'n»aiOOM>n*tisdflnflnoBclsl«pl* e * , toilonn:ta«riis»rfi 
toSSSmirw Grants OBwssnStiiioritJsrtBwrt 18 1WB a**! »• answer 

» fmn ttw GiardBn ana l ww S w Obaa^q „ 

a, M . Tr wnrtnra .»m.whaisn*» a aiSia«i«*o«»d°— donttambtlrBpodftMsy 
t. ******** dawa.JHMtW.gwB. 

a. i£w^TrawadC«annaiNa»ttnp«rsud.»aBsr« d»on**s» ».» l » l y B «.gr. 

SS£s — botMuod.Prnddpot»iQl»napndd ddwn>. . . 

B. mdwdM M Il i U f WlHllNutda wBW s fclV .’ f W N 

W. VtauCTenT™, <WV b° md-nwd Hl»w Brogn 

„ . t - v rtiB.n'>.p w M mi aiin.NQboanino»»gr i i i apw «i c«int » ni«fM^itAM«A>riancs 

umM « in# *noci(boatt<p Nonan>danw»wB bs acced'd anfcr wry 


12. torft ku wirt dteounsipdy taaryp«»- i^«u n ttter B 

tor Ma attar Fro«aTOOPyairaesMn«s#PP»a«swmtwtsrwL»iOMAir«taoref«igM 

Sssss gasaaassa^ ag" 

SdWdav* . 

■naaboiKBMaiUtasamatans 

,.vwrunitaraBdhdtlliaA°faV^ ~-. |n.iidil«l|i r T~*' Jt ~ ,M *r*‘~ 

» grraagggg-a^gS-saBaa^- 

tt^ss&sssssxzr * “TjriT 


Or, Oaod. **■**<■«*£-*■* 
ml Hu"' **■«' “um in.iisuM iiiwartwtaiPc agWy^ ? 1 ^" "* . 

KK! **r ,p ««2Sw 

iidonoson enrutaWaMWJ uw m Mksaflaaaw jmnwnttB**# 




grmiU 1 

T*. nr 

«*»’ 


Mafftew) , w »crdaM MiUinB*»na» 

=s=Ss£5SKS3SHas5sr 


^ am d uotao » P~- 

AIR FRANCE 
JWRA//W 


Group E: Lens v Arsenal 


Wenger pondering the 
Bergkamp fear factor 


Martin Thorpe 


« M WHILE the explosion of 
IfU multi million-pound 
WW takeovers threatens 
to replace the romance of fee 
game wife the baldness of the 
balance sheet Arsenal's man- 
ager Arsine Wenger still 
retains a sense of perspective. 

Despite being one of the 
dubs at the forefront of the 
naive new world, the Pre- 
miership title holders embark 
upon their first Champions 
League encounter with their 
head coach old-fashioned 
enough to know that human 
interest underpins the endur- 
ing attraction of the sport 
. For him - Arsenal’s Euro- 
pean campaign, which kicks 
off this evening, is as much 
about what it means ' to the 
people playing for him as the 
finswrifli gains for the Club. 
Ask Wenger about his long- 
serving stalwarts such as 
Tony Adams, Lee Dixon, Mar- 
tin Keown, Steve Boold -and 
Nigel Winterbnrn and he 
replies: “I would like so much 
for them to do well in the 
Champions League because 


such a brilliant career de- 
serves that” 

This is a true football man 
speaking, not a money 
cruncher, someone who real- 
ises that fee further fee game 
moves away from human val- 
ues fee poorer it will become. 

The question is, of course, 
whether this Arsenal team 
can deliver the rewards 
Wenger would love to bestow. 
Their league form so Ear this 
season — just one win in five 
games and one goal in the last 
four — Is patchy, though they 
have yet to lose. Also. Arsenal 
have been knocked out in the 
first round in Europe in the 
past two seasons. 

At least the Champions 
League can guarantee there 
will be no repeat of fee early 
exit they experienced in the 
Uefe Cup. However, it is 14 
years since an English team 
won fee European Cup and 
though Manchester United 
reached the semi-final, two 
seasons ago, their eventual 
exit was less than convincing. 

As Wenger says: “Still in 
the mind of many people 
abroad, to get fee real recogni- 
tion of the quality of the Pre- 


mier League, you need one of 
the En glish teams to do well in 
the Champions League.” 

It is crucial that Arsenal get 
off to a good start Tonight's 
tie. along wife fee following 
two at home to Panathlnafkns 
and Arsenal’s biggest group 
threat Dynamo Kiev, will fea- 
ture Dennis Bergkamp, but 
Arsenal’s visits to the 
Ukraine and Greece will have 
to be made without the side’s 
main gtteriring influence be- 
cause of his fear of flying. 

As his Holland team-mate 
Marc Overmars says: "We 
can’t afford to lose in Lens. 
We have got to get points at 
the start because we will 
really wrics D ennis later on.” 

Wenger recalls Adams and 
Nicolas Anelka, who were 
rested for Saturday’s match at 
Leicester, but Ray Parlour 
feces a fitness test on a groin 
injury. Emmanuel Petit, how- 
ever, is probably out after 
damag in g an miVIa in teaming. 

Lens have made a poor 
start to their domestic league 
campaig n having sold several 
members of their title-win- 
ning team. But Wenger still 
rates their attacking threat 


Cricket 


Game on for Whitaker 
the no-star general 


Paul Weaver on a non-playing captain’s 

inspiration as Leicestershire face Surrey 
in tomorrow’s summit meeting at The Oval 


E ARLY in the 1596 sea- 
son, when Leicester- 
shire won the County 
Championship, their 
newly appointed captain 
James Whitaker humped into 
Darren Maddy. “How are you. 
Dazzer?" he asked his star 
batsman. "Oh, all right,” 
came fee diffident reply. 

“No, Dazzer.” said Whi- 
taker, “you’re on fire." 

Two years ago it was just 
such an inspirational Whi- 
taker who led from the front, 
topping the county’s batting 
averages wife 1,046 runs at 
58J1. This season, because of 
a complicated fracture behind 
hi» left kneecap, he hue played 
just one match, an AXA 
League game. But his influ- 
ence has r emained prefound. 

He has always been there; 
pacing the boundary, cajol- 
ing, advising, carrying 
d rinks, uttering stem and 
comforting words as fee occa- 
sion demands. 

Of fee three realistic con- 
tenders for this year's title 
Leicestershire’s success 
would be fee most remark- 
able and fee most popular. 
Between them, Surrey and 
Lancashire boast «ww 20 in- 
ternational cricketers; no 
Leicestershire player has ap- 
peared in a Test for England 


this s umm er and even their 
overseas signing , Phil Sim- 
mons, is not a West Indies 
regular. Yet this astonishing 
club have been beaten only 
twice in the championship in 
the past three seasons and 
have not lost at Grace Road 
since 1995. 

“Nigel Briers, who was a big 
one for disciplin e and hard 
work, must take a lot of credit 
for what happened boa in the 
early Nineties,” Whitaker said 


of his predecessor. “What Jack 
Birkensbaw [fee coach] and I 
have tried to do is kick on from 
there, to build on thing s. I 
have tried to involve the 
younger players in discussions 
about tactics and approach. 

“There is not one key com- 
ponent but communication is 
absolutely crucial. Early on, 
we decide our values for the 
s eason; how we should play 
together, live together, practise 
together and so on. Then we 
communicate these ri ght or 
nine values to each other, 
reminding ourselves What they 
are throughout the season. 

‘Tor example, if we prac- 
tise we practise hard. If a 
player is not totally fit I 
would rather he didn’t come 
in. Then there is punctuality. 
Then there is dress. Blazers 
and ties, that's us, except on 
fee last day [of a match Jwhen 
it is often more comfortable to 
travel in casual clothes. 

“When I see some sides 
coming through these gates, 
wearing jeans and polo shirts, 
I just know that we will put 
them away inside two days. 
Being smart is part of being 
proud of who you represent” 

Leicestershire may not 
need reminding that their two 
championship -w inning sides 
of 1975 and 1996 had one thing 
in common: they each lost a 
single match, against Surrey 
at The OvaL This time they 
cannot afford such a luxury 
but if they do take the title by 
beating Surrey, in the match 
starting tomorrow, their tri- 
umph will be even more 
remarkable than their suc- 
cess two years ago. when they 
were 40-1 outsiders. 

Then they were so lucky 
wife fitness feat they used 
only 13 players. Four batsmen 


passed 1,000 runs (this year 
there is only one, Ben Smith) 
and five bowlers took 40 wick- 
ets or more (this year there is 
one, Alan MullaUy). 

In 1996 fee influence of Sim- 
mons was pivotal. He scored 
1,186 runs and, more Impor- 
tant, took 56 wickets. This 
season he went into their pen- 
ultimategame, against Essex, 
with only 19 wickets and his 
194 against Nottinghamshire 
represented more than half 
his season's tally of 382. 

“The important thing is 
that this is essentially fee 
same side,” said Whitaker. 
"From last season Chris 
Lewis has replaced Gordon 
Parsons and lain Sutcliffe has 
come in for me. but the 
beauty this season is feat 
they have dovetailed so well. 

“Some of our batsmen are 
very technique-orientated, 

others just like to go out and 
hit fee ball. But they all have a 
pretty sound technique. I've 
watched a lot of cricket this 
season and I've seen young 
players who look great in their 
flashy cars and sunglasses and 
tracksuits but don’t have the 
basic technique to take on 
Mull ally or Millns or Lewis.” 

Whitaker, 36, whose solitary 
Test cap was won 12 years ago, 
may have the fundamental 
technique to play an off-field 
role with future England sides. 



Whitaker . . . always there 


Captains feel the heat as 
bushf ires rage out of control 


S UCH attention as county 
cricket receives at the 
fag-end of a bad summer 
will mainly be focused tomor- 
row an The Oval where. by a 
happy quirk of this year’s very 
quirky fixture list the top two 
in the championship are meet- 
ing. But 30 miles away at 
Chelmsford, by another neat 
coincidence, the bottom two 
are meeting as welL 
And a coincidence it has to 
be. No fixture-planner could 
have predicted that Essex 
might finish bottom for the 
first time in 48 years. TO avoid 
it, they have to beat North- 
amptonshire, currently 
second-bottom and 12 points 
clear. It is remotely possible 
that both could overhaul Mid- 
dlesex, now third-bottom, who 
have never been last in 98 sea- 
sons of the County 
Championship. 

Essex! Middlesex.' Between 
them, they have won more 
than half the championship 
titles of fee past quarter-cen- 
tury. What’s going on here? 
How can they finish below 
even Durham? 

There will be consequences. 
At Nottinghamshire, lying 
fourth-bottom, there already 
have been: Alan Ormrod. the 
manager, was fired yesterday. 
Northamptonshire members 
are seething (well, simmering 
more like — this is county 
cricket). Their team might 
well have escaped the bottom 
four, which next year carries 
the new penalty of an extra- 
tough draw in the Nat West 
Trophy, but for the imbecile 
decision to play Sussex last 
week on a used pitch that 
turned sqpare from about the 
first minute. 

AH season. Lord’s have been 
lookingfor a scapegoat on 
whom they could lump a 25- 
point fine for bad pitch prepa- 
ration. Time and again, the 
umpires have excused low 
scores by blaming the bats- 



men not fee surface. North- 
amptonshire, though, were as 
subtle as a drunk knocking off 
a policeman’s helmet Bang to 
rights, guv. 

A head surely has to rolL 
Both the captain, Kevin Cur- 
ran, and the coach, John Em- 
burey, are in the firing line. 
Emburey has had a gifted staff 
to work wife. But there has 
been no settled XL The result 
has been underachievement 
and disaffection. It has taken 
Northamptonshire decades to 
produce a good crop ofiocal- 
bom players. Now feat they 
have, two of the best Mai Loye 
and Russell Warren, may be 
leaving. 

Essex have slightly more ex- 
cuse. They have won a one-day 
trophy and came close to a 
second, although their injury 
list has been horrid. To some 
extent, counties need fee odd 
lean year. Like a bushfire, it 
can clear away fee under- 
growth and allow regenera- 
tion. if promotion and relega- 
tion come in. it will become 
Ear harder for teams to write 
off a season and bring through 
some youngsters. However, 
Essex's performances have 
gone beyond fee indifferent to 
the ghastly. The dub values 
continuity and loyalty; but 
Paul Prichard’s captaincy is 
inevitably being fingered. 

The collapse of Middlesex Is 
in many ways the most puz- 
zling. This, though, is a club in 
culture shock. For decades, 
they have had strong, long- 
lasting captains (Brearley 

then Gatting) and a father-fig- 


ure coach, Don Bennett The 
new coach, fee Australian 
John Buchanan, is a cerebral 
new-era figure who has spent 
his time videoing everything 
fee players do. He will 
apparently spend fee winter 
studying the tapes. "Good luck 
to him," said one regular 
Lord’s-goer. "I wouldn't want 
to watch that rubbish again. 
They’ve been a rabble.” 

Absentee captains need to 
beextra-speciaL Mark Ram- 
prakash has not been. So new 
captains all round, then? But 
who? There Is a rumour that 
Mark Taylor is contemplating 
a bit of county cricket as a 
consolation for not being at 
fee World Cup. Methinks I 
hear fee rustle of cheque- 
books. Assuming county 
cricket still exists. 

W INSTON DAVIS, fee 
former West Indian 
fast bowler, will be 40 
on Friday. It win not be an 
entirely unhappy occasion. 

On Sunday, he is due to attend 
his birthday party — fee first 
time he will have been out of 
hospital in 10'/i months, since 
the horrific accident which 
left him a teiraplegic. 

In fee three weeks since this 
paper wrote about his plight 
and his resilience — and 
cricket's failure to give him 
fee kind of benefit healthy 
players expect as routine — 
Guardian readers have sub- 
scribed... wait for 
it . . . £18.535, in an astonish- 
ing impromptu outpouring of 
warmth and kindness. 

Thanks to you, he should 
soon have fee vehicle he needs 
to leave hospital perma- 
nently. Sooner than that, I will 
hand over fee last of fee 
cheques, and the very moving 
letters you have written. Basi- 
cally, this is to say thank you 
not please. But it would be 

nice if we could get the final 
figure to 120,000. wouldn't it? 


Wasim quits Pakistan team to clear name 


1MVASIM ASSAM one of fee 
W world’s greatest all- 
rounders has given up inter- 
national cricket in an attempt 
to ri par Mr name over match- 
fixing allegations. 

Wasim criticised the Paki- 
stan Cricket Board chief exec- 
utive Majid Khan for his part 
in fee affair “irs a conspir- 


Ice Hockey 

Sport in brief 

Panthers Stic 

MOTTINGHAM Panthers 
■flare sending a video of 
Sunday’s Benson and Hedges 
Cop game at Sheffield to fee 
Superleague, requesting dis- 
ciplinary action against the 
home ’side's Scott Allison, 

left PinHtera 1 C'.anaritan 

k video nasty in the post 

The Nottingham coach guilty of starting fee fight . 
Mike BlaisdeH believes the Both players spent six min- 
referee Jamie Craiper should utes in the sin-bin. 
have dealt more severely wife “I know the ref was on fee 
fee Sheffield player for an ini- spot but I’ve seen many play- 
tial offence which he claims era thrown out of games for 
caused a fight much less," said BlaisdeH 

Craiper handed Allison a who also collected two min- 
minor penalty for elbows plus utes himself for nnsportsman- 
a double minor for roughing like conduct when arguing 
while deeming Zukiwsky wife fee official 

Tennis 

Tim Henman eased through 
his President’s Cup first- 
round mnteh in Tashkent, Uz- 
bekistan, yesterday, defaming 
Israel's Nir Wei green 5-1. 6-L 
The British No. 1 is attempt- 
ing to win the event for a 
second consecutive year. 

Cycling 

Banesto’s Jose Maria Jimenez 
won yesterday's 10th stage of 

forward Jarret Zuklwsfcy, 
wife a broken nose, writes Vic 
Batchelder. 


acy, especially within the 
board." 

Derbyshire are bringing 
Michael Slater back as their 
oversees player next season 
— - even though the Australian 
could miss much of fee sum- 
mer on international duty. 
The Test opener was popular 
at fee County Ground this 


the Tour of Spain — his 
second stage-win of the race 
— the 199-kilometres (120 
miles) from Vich to Andorra. 
Abraham Olano, also of Ban- 
esto. retained the yellow 
Jersey. 

Athletics 

An injured heel has forced Liz 
McColgan out of next month's 
Great North Run, an event 
fee Scot has won three times. 

Rugby League 

Leeds will host Halifax on 
Boxing Day and Castleford on 


season though he failed to 
score a 1,000 first-class runs. 

England’s batsman Graham 
Thorpe could return for 
Surrey in tomorrow’s make- 
or-break Championship rlawh 
wife Leicestershire. The left- 
hander missed the final three 
Tests of the summer following 
a back operation. 


New Year's Day. killing off 
speculation' that Wigan would 
provide the opposition. 

Chess 

England’s Jovanka Houska, 
18, defeated fee No. 2 seed 
Joanna Dworakowska to 
strengthen ber grip on a 
medal place at fee European 
Girls Championship in Ere- 
van, Armenia. She has seven 
points from 10 games a n*j 
achieved her third and final 
norm for the women's inter- 
national master title, writes 
Leonard Barden. 
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Australia turn the pool gold, page 12 


Liverpool run riot in Slovakia, page 14 


Tamarisk set for Breeders’ Cup, page 1 3 


Ferguson ready for the fray, page 1 5 


Substitute strikes twice in dying minutes 



SportsGuaunhan 

Cold hand who 
put the freeze 
on Everton 



One jump ahead ... the Aston Villa defender Alan Wright leaps to avoid a tackle from Onsman Nyan of Stromsgodsetat Villa Park last night 

Uefa Cup, first round, first leg: Aston Villa 3 Stromsgodset 2 

Vassell turns the tables 


PHOTOGRAPH: PHIL COL£ 


Ian Malln 



ARIUS VASSELL. 
Ian BOth-minute sub* 
(stitnte, turned Vil- 
la's world around 
last night in an astonishing 
finale at Villa Park. Vassell, 
who has never scored a first- 
team goal, equalised with 10 
seconds of normal time 
remaining and three minutes 


later, after Alan Thompson 
had worked his way into the 
penalty area and had his shot 
parried, Vassell scored the 
winner to keep Villa's un- 
likely European hopes alive. 

Earlier two goals in as many 
minutes midway into the first 
half had promised to ™iw it a 
very nervy crossing for Villa 
when they crossed the North 
Sea to meet the Norwegians In 
a fortnight’s time. Though 


Gary Charles had buoyed their 
hopes with a precious goal 

seven minutes from time. 

Stromsgodset had been 
played the last 22 minutes with 
10 men when their defender 
Kenneth Karlsen was dis- 
missed for a second bookable 
offence after holding back the 
substitute Rlccardo Scimeca. 

Villa's audacious attempt to 
snatch Alan Shearer off the 
peg in Newcastle's autumn 


sales Is an Indication of John 
Gregory's ambition for the 
surprise early leaders of the 
Premiership. 

Darren Byfield stepped in 
for his first game of the sea- 
son in an emergency striking 
role for Villa in the continued 
absence of Stan Collymore 
and with Paul Merson cup- 
tied. 

Stromsgodset are still fight- 
ing a battle against relegation 
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back home in a domestic sea- 
son which ends next month. 
Their defensive record is the 
worst in Norway's Premier 
League and last night they 
were without the two players 
who would have been recog- 
nised in England, the former 
Sheffield United striker Jos- 
tein Flo and the one-time 
Chelsea defender Erland 
Jobnsen. 

In their previous three 
European visits to England 
Stromsgodset had conceded 
21 goals, including an 11-0 
thrashing at Liverpool in 

1974. 

Stromsgodset’s problems 
were compounded early on 
when their midfielder Hans 
Erik Odegaard was carried off 
with his right leg strapped 
after a reckless challenge by 
Alan Thompson who was 
booked. Morten Kihle was 
then shown a yellow, card for 
a rash challenge on Lee 
Hendrle. 

Byfield and his striking 
partner Julian Joachim both 
went close for Villa against a 
cautious side playing with 
only Anders Michelsen up 
front 

But Michelsen soon caught 
Villa and particularly Gareth 


Southgate cold, cutting In 
from the right to outpace the 
England defender in the pen- 
alty area in the 21st minute. 
Mark Bosnich parried his 
first shot with his right hand 
but Michelsen cracked home 
the rebound. 

Two minutes later the tiny 
knot of Norwegian Cans were 
celebrating again as Rune 
Hagen crossed from the right 
for the substitute Chris ter 
George made It 2-0. 

Southgate headed over the 
bar from Thompson's comer 
and Joachim's pace continued 
to pose the Norwegians prob- 
lems but Villa's anxiety 
began to look like desperation 
as they poured forward. 

George was booked for trip- 
ping Joachim but Stromsgod- 
set somehow clung on, almost 
putting the game beyond Vil- 
la's reach when Bosnich had 
to spread himself to save Mi- 
chelsen's shot from point- 
blank range on one of the visi- 
tors’ rare counter-attacks. 

Aston vma (5-3-2): Boanloh; Charles, 
Soutngota, Wright Barry. Orayoon (Taylor, 
3ftnln); Draper (Sdmeca. 67), Thompson. 
H«ndrto: Joae/Um. Byfleta (Vasaall. 60). 
SWuufoiK (+-5-1): Hansen; Waenier. 
Karlsen. Qraraa. SWstsd: Sol berg. Nyan, 
Hagan. Odegaard (George, 10: Boom, 71), 
Klhla; Mlchewan. 

Referee: H Stnunpe (Germany). 


Paul Weaver 


H AVE you ever 

considered, as you 
whizz round on this 
barmy bauble, what a 
more benign place the world 
might be if only people had 
stuck to the ir original 
professions? 

Genghis Khan, we are told, 
was a perfectly good goatherd. 
Pol Pot was a Buddhist monk 
and Joseph Stalin a trainee 
priest before they opted for 
career makeovers. Joseph 
GoebbeJs was an accountant 
beyond reproach and 
Heinrich Himmler a 
reputable clerk with a 
company In the agricultural 
fertiliser business. 

Al Capone was a furniture 
dealer and Nostradamus, 
before he started worrying 
everyone sick with his cryptic 
and apocalyptic predictions, 
wrote about jam-making. At 
least Ronnie and Reggie Kray 
made a successful Job switch 
— they used to be agents for 
Alvin Stardust. 

I have always felt the same 
way about football chairmen, 
about how much better off 
clubs would be if only some 
very rich men concentrated 
on their proper nine-to-fives 
and kept away from the game: 
bow, for example, Tottenham 
might now be a thriving 
concern if only Alan Sugar 
had not got bored and taken 
his eye off his Amstrad screen. 

Most of all, though, I 
wonder where Everton 
Football Club, who are now on 
their 14th manager since the 
war, might be without the 
meddlings of Peter Johnson. 
He Is the sort of chairman who 
gives even Manchester 
United's Martin Edwards a 
good name. 

If only Johnson had 
concentrated on his frozen 
foods business. Park Foods. 
Goodison Park would now be a 
far happier place. He has 
made such of a mess of things 
that it is little wonder he Is 
now having trouble flogging 
his new low-calorie oven chip. 
It serves him right. 

I think about Johnson a lot 
but especially since Monday 
when he launched an attack 
on Everton 's former manager 
Howard Kendall that might be 
considered, in the modern 
parlance, Inappropriate. 

Johnson had been accused 
of “gross mismanagement" at 


an extraordinary general 
meeting called by the club's 
disillusioned shareholders. 
One claimed that the board 
had spent £100 million in 10 
years turning the club "from 
champs to chumps". 

Johnson, who is considered 
an absentee landlord because 
he lives in Jersey and Is 
allowed only 90 days on the 
mainland, responded with a 
bitter attack on the most 
successful manager in the 
club's history, the man who 
led them to league titles In 
19SS and 1987, as well as the FA 
Cup in 1964 and the European 
Cup Winners' Cup the 
following year. 

Johnson sacked Mike 
Walker and Joe Royle and did 
not allow Kendall to spend the 
sort of money that Is now 
available before he sacked 
him too and then freed the 
purse strings for Walter 
Smith, his fourth manager In 
as many years. 

Johnson questioned 
Kendall's judgment when he 
said: ‘It would have been 
totally wrong of me to release 
the purse strings last yehr. 
There was no problem with 
the cash side, just the quality 
of player. Did you want 
Howard to spend all the 
money on the type of players 
he brought in last year? I 
think you would have been 
appalled." 


J 


OHNSON is the former 
season-ticket holder at 
neighbouring Anfield 
who advertised in the 
local newspaper for unwanted 
Liverpool shares, and who 
declared, when he took charge 
in 1994. that r unning Everton 
would be his hobby while he 
Concentrated on his frozen 
foods. 

This is a chairman who has 
appeared more Interested in 
fattening up the club for the 
stockmarket than in results, 
who has talked blithely about 
selling Goodison Park to 
Tesco and moving home to 
Klrkby golf course. This Is a 
chairman who has had to be 
smuggled out of the club alter 
some matches and who, alter 
promising Slaven Bilic, signed 
from West Ham, that be would 
also sign Dino Baggio and 
Pierluigi Casiraghl, instead 
brought in Mitch Ward and 
Tony Thomas. 

This is a chairman who has 
seen his famous club make yet 
another predictably bleak 
start to the season and who 
has chosen to blame one of the 
club's favourite sons, as both 
player and manager, whom he 
brought back to Goodison 
Park for his third s tin L in 
charge. 

1 will avoid Goodison Park 
this season. On balance, I 
think I would rather meet 
Genghis or Heinrich. 



Considering 
what is at stake 
for him, Previn 
affects a 
positively 
disarming cool 
as he prepares 
for the opening 
night. “I had 
never thought 
of writing an 
opera before,” 
Previn told me. 
"Principally 
because, and 
this is not a 
joke, nobody 
had asked me.” 
Andre Previn tells 
Martin Kettle about 
his Streetcar 
Named Desire 
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Across 


1 Dressed Jo In a cap to cairy 
quinces (B) - 
5 See 

9 Clay's bad name has w e igh t (6) 

10 Teacher's model wash's 
Peter (6) 

11 Gertie about a false person, 
one with nine noughts (8) 

IS Mo^e slowly about at the 
wheel? (6) 

14 Get dues or letters for city of 
12'S 22(10} 

10 Rebelliousness In the South 
requiring Immediate attention 
( 10 ) 

22 He’ll have one suited with 
gold at the last (6) 

23 When bells ring, say, at sea? 
( 8 ) 

24 12's spice got pic Wed fit’s a 
guttural In German) (6) 


25 l would back myself, unfini- 
shed, about £1000: has it 

flopped? (6) 

26 A little piece Otis’s mouse (6) 

27 Island tree with marshal (8) 

Down 


1 She says she's a jewel, with 
.--( 6 ) 

2... water for 12's duck (6) 

3 12's squirrel’s crazy, like (6) 

4 Ruler (maybe fat) continued 
to wave (l(^ 

6 Academic 'mtrtxjuctions, first 
to milk pudding and (last part) 
sponges (8) 

7 Youth at the pictures will 
make things dull (8) 

8 Part of motor — which arrives 
shortly for a change (5, 3) 

13 Brain concealed with cauls 
beneath the skull (10) 

15 Atmosphere mors than 
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merry, such that nothing can 
get out? (8) 

16 Bond In France, with fool and 
giant Involved (8) 

17 A wave In a sea of trees (8) 

19 12'srtggy fe a shellfish (8) 

20 12's Tom has gear for 10(B) 
21,5 -B’sfrench setter— 

setter’s held by arbitrator — 
is female (6, 6) 

Solution tomorrow 


® Stuck? TTwn aaO oi/r solutions km 
on 0881 339 238. Cfflb cost 50p 
per minute at aB times. Service sup- 
plied by ATS 
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